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Chew Stoke Parish Council 
Tel: 07778 317768    www.chewstoke.org.uk     Email: clerk@chewstoke.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Thursday 7th October 2021 at 7.30 pm in The Village Hall, Chew Stoke. 

 
Present: Cllrs Steven Read (Chair for the meeting), Nick Baker, Ali Cunningham, 

Steve Hicks, Carol Dyer and Nicola Ainger. 
 
18 members of the public present 
Ward Councillor Karen Warrington 

 
Clerk: Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 

 
1. Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Dick Raffety and James Edgerton. 

 
2. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on items on the 

agenda: 
18 members of the public attended the meeting to discuss the absence of the 
village shop. There is a strong feeling amongst the residents that the village 
needs a shop, and many would benefit from it, from the school age children to 
the elderly who can’t drive to other villages. It would be the focal meeting point 
of the village.  
The Parish Council was presented with a petition containing 178 signatures 
from a group of parishioners, which asks the Parish Council to ensure B&NES 
enforce the planning permission to provide a shop on the site. 
The shop is currently not being marketed, the current shop front does not 
conform to planning permission and needs to be corrected. A new frontage is 
on order. Another group of residents have approached the owners to express 
an interest in renting the premises for a community shop enterprise.  
Discussed that the Stoke Inn had set up a shop during the pandemic when the 
pub had to shut, for which the village is very grateful. This was to help residents 
at the time, it is not a long- term option to run a shop within a pub.  
Other comments included: 

• Support may be available to set up a community shop from West of 
England Rural Network (WERN) 

• Offers of support to help man the shop 
• Residents have noted the clock is not in situ on the shop front 
• There is an environmental impact due to residents driving to other 

villages for supplies 
• A village of the size of Chew Stoke requires a shop, if not run by the 

community, then a food shop managed in some other way is wanted. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest - none. 
 



 

Signed by: Date: 
 
Chew Stoke Parish Council- minutes of meeting held on 7th October 2021 
 
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2021 were agreed as a true of 
the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Ainger and seconded by Cllr Dyer 

 
5. Ward Councillors report:  

The consultation period for the Local Plan Partial Update ends on 8th October. 
Cllr Warrington is a member of the Corporate Scrutiny Panel and will be involved 
in monitoring the setting of the B&NES budget.  
A feasibility study is being undertaken to consider a change in speed limits on the 
B3130 (Belluton to Winford), and Cllr Warrington intends to ask for Pagans Hill 
speed to be reviewed at the same time, specifically extend the 30mph limit north 
to the junction with Chillyhill Lane. 
There is £250 available from the Ward Councillors Fund for the Parish Council, to 
decide by next meeting how we would like to use the money. Repainting finger 
posts or play equipment was suggested.  
Bristol & Avon River Trust (BART) are working locally to prevent flooding from 
agricultural land onto highways. They are building bunds to manage this, which 
will also help to prevent loss of valuable minerals being washed off the fields. If 
anyone knows of an area that would benefit from this, to contact Cllr 
Warrington. 
 

6. Planning applications: 

i) 21/04222/FUL  Willow Lodge Breach Hill Lane Chew Stoke Bristol BS40 8YA    

Proposal: Erection of two storey front extension with first floor side extension. Prior 
consent for a similar but smaller application was given to extend this property but this 
lapsed in Feb 21. The Parish Council believed that the volume calculations for this 
application are incorrect and don’t take into account previous extensions built in 1994. 
The correct calculations this time should be 42% which is much larger than the permitted 
35% in a greenbelt village. The Parish Council asked the owner for more information, and 
noted that they would like to work with the owner and agent to agree a reduction in the 
volume of the extension, and to see a more sympathetic design given the potential 
detrimental effect on the greenbelt. 
Agreed to OBJECT to current application. 

 

7. To receive matters of report and make decisions: 
i) Update on the village shop and future plans – the Parish Council is very keen to 

see a shop back in the village. The PC thanked the residents for coming to the 
meeting to show support for this. The PC had invited the owners to the meeting, 
and would welcome them at any future meetings. Historically the PC has been in 
contact with the owners and asked for updates on plans, and they appreciate the 
reply they received this week from the owners. The PC has been in contact with 
B&NES regarding the current bi-fold doors on the front of the shop which are not 
consented, and a recent variation of consent to permit these doors was rejected 
in June this year. The owners are now awaiting a delivery of the new doors. If this 
is not corrected it will become an enforcement issue. The PC will monitor the 
situation. 
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The PC informed the residents that the planning consent given in 2016 was very 
specifically for retail purposes, ie for a shop only, and planning permission would 
be required to change it to any other use. There would need to be proof that 
using it for retail was unviable. The owners has stated that there is a waiting list 
of interest to rent the shop. The shop is currently vacant, this is not in breach of 
any rules. 

Action: 
• Parish Council to investigate applying to register the shop as a 

Community Asset. 
• To note acceptance of petition from residents of 178 signatures. 
• Raise the planning enforcement issues with the Enforcement 

Team at B&NES. 
• Continue to correspond with owners prior to PC meetings. 

 
i) Westaway fields –  

Currently awaiting feasibility study for solar option.  
Confirmed councillors able to attend an EGM on Thursday 21st Oct at 
7pm which will enable Bath & West Community Energy (BWCE) to 
update councillors and the Westaway field Working Group of their 
findings. PC keen to look at use of fields in the whole, so resolved not to 
arrange the public consultation until the Working Group are able to 
present their findings to the councillors at the December PC meeting on 
2nd December. Clerk to inform BWCE of this decision. Clllr Ainger to 
invite Working Group to EGM on Oct 21st. 
 

ii) Village Hall lease update – no further information at present, awaiting 
correspondence from the Charities Commission. 
 

iii) Update from the Chew Valley Area Forum Climate & Nature Emergency 
Working Group – this group has reconvened and are looking at 3 areas: 
Transport in the Chew Valley 
Light pollution 
Home energy – the groups are providing excellent work. No action for 
the PC at present. 

 
iv) Three quotes have been received for the necessary tree work in Rectory 

Field and Bilbie Playpark. The PC are awaiting a specification from Matt 
Bennett regarding the use or removal of the trees, eg chipping, log piles 
for wildlife habitats, removal etc. The 3 quotes aren’t quite like for like. 
To await information from Matt Bennett then ask contractors to amend 
quotes if necessary. Agreed to use £3K of CIL monies to enhance green 
infrastructure within the village, with a plan to replant trees where the 
ash trees will have to be removed. 

v) Rectory Field update – working group to arrange next meeting. The 
grass on the football area to be cut lower than the rest of the field in 
future. 
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vi) Bristol Airport Expansion Inquiry – no update at present. The financial 
situation regarding funding of lawyers is better than anticipated. The 
Inquiry is due to close in mid Oct with a decision likely in the New Year. 

vii) Local Plan Partial Update – Cllr Read gave a resume of the current 
consultation, no concerns about the proposals with regard to the parish, 
resolved that there is no requirement to respond. Agreed unanimously. 

viii) The Chew Valley Recreational Tail – work has started on the section 
from Woodford Lodge to the dam. Cllr Baker is in communication with 
representatives from B&NES and Bristol Water concerning the omission 
of an access point on Woodford Lane for residents of Chew Stoke. Cllr 
Warrington to forward concerns to B&NES at Cabinet level and include 
Amanda Rigby & B&NES in correspondence.  

ix) The Queens Green Canopy – marking the Queens Platinum Jubilee in 
June 2022. – agreed to take part in this scheme. Cllr Ainger to liaise with 
“Chew Valley Needs Trees’ group about what type of trees to source and 
where to plant them. PC to encourage residents to take part. Scheme is 
in conjunction with the Woodland Trust. 
 

8 Finance: 
i) Interim accounts for the first and second quarters of the financial year 21-22 

checked and agreed by Cllr Read. Accepted unanimously by councillors. 
 

ii) To note standing orders: 
SJ Streatfeild-James - clerks salary (Sept) 
Hugo King – ground maintenance salary (Sept) 
 

iii) To note receipt of 2nd precept payment from B&NES – £10,500.00 
 

iv) Agreed to pay the following payments: 
 

Date Item Payee Total (net) VAT Total 
6.9.21 Accounting software Scribe 

accounting 
£485.00 £97.00 £582.00 

26.8.21 Clerk’s expenses: 
Printer ink 

SJ Streatfeild-
James 

£29.99 £6.00 £35.99 

30.9.21 Website backup JacksonBone 60.00 12.00 £72.00 
 

 
9). Correspondence received –  

• 2 residents contacted the Parish Council about the length of the grass on the football 
area in Rectory Field. Discussed with grounds maintenance person, mowing has been 
undertaken as per contract over the summer, but agreed area to be cut shorter than 
the rest of the field in future. 

• 8 residents wrote to the Parish Council concerned about the lack of the village shop. 
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• 1 resident reported blocked drains outside their house, they have reported this to 
B&NES via FixMyStreet. Due to the drains being on the public highway this is B&NES 
responsibility. 

• Correspondence from the local PCSO regarding the parking on the pavements within 
the village. The PCSO is monitoring the situation and talking to car owners when 
observed. 
 

Cllr Hicks thanked Cllr Baker for a very successful and enjoyable Harvest Home this year. 
 
Date of next meeting Thursday 4th November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
 
Extra General Meeting Thursday 21st October at 7pm in the Village Hall (to receive update 
from Bath & West Community Energy with regards to the possible solar scheme in 
Westaway fields). 
 
 
 


