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AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Suitable for private parties, 
group activities etc. 

Regular Hire / Single Event Hire 
Modern kitchen and toilet facilities, 

bar area and stage to see information 
about the hall, to view our calendar  

For availability see  

chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
FFI phone 01275 332222 or online 

c_boardman@icloud.com  

 

 

 

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL VILLAGE HALL  
 

 

is situated in a beautiful rural location with amazing views!It is an ideal venue for all types of  

functions and occasions, having  extensive parking, level access, full disabled facilities, fully fitted  

kitchen, video/audio system and children’s play area..  

To book or for more details, please visit our Facebook page 

or call  01761 462391 

http://www.chewstokechurchhall.co.uk/
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We are open daily! 

Discover all of your favourite food and drinks here 

| Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner | Tapas | Takeaways |  

01275 332120 | Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8XE 

Enjoy our covered courtyard & enclosed grass beer garden! 
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MICHAEL W.  ROWE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

A family business offering                                  

personal service day or night 

 

Rest Room facilities 

 

2 The Vinery,  

Harford Square  Chew Magna, 

BS40 8RD 

michaelrowefunerals@outlook.com 

Telephone: 01275 332565 
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Chew Stoke Parish Council 

           

 

Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Counci 

Chew Stoke Church Hall 

www.chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
 

Nempnett Thrubwell Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Toddler group                                              

Scouts/cubs/beavers       

gsl.chewstoke@gmail.com            
U3A Intermediate Bridge    

Bowling Club 

Chew Stoke Golf Society   

Cricket Club 

Drama Club 

Chew Stoke School   

 
Chew Valley School   

Chew Valley Leisure Centre 

Chew Valley Lake Sailing Club 
 

Chew Valley Choral Society   

Chew Stoke Film Club   

Harvest Home   
www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk   
Litton Art Club (@ Chew Stoke) 

Chairperson: 

Clerk: 

 

Clerk: 

Chairperson: 

Bookings Sec.: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Headteacher: 

Chair/Governors: 

 

Headteacher: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dick Raffety 

SJ Streatfeild 

 

A Johnstone 

Pete Wring 

C. Boardman         

 

Gill Ford  

Hazel Wedlake 

Sara Hindlle   

 

 

 

Michelle Stagg  

Martyn Edmonds  

Nigel Roberts 

Ro Masters 

Andrew Tromans  

Ben Hewett  

Gill Baker 

 

Gareth Beynon 

 
Allen Marsh 
  

Helen Boyde  

Kim Heath 

Nick Baker 

 
Anne Holloman                         
 

                                                                                                                             

01275 331102 

07778 317768 

 

07771 763557 

01275 333720 

01275 332222 

 

01761 462391   

01275 332812  

07798 922683   
 

 

 

01275 333086                     

01275 474729  

01275 333516  

01275 331229 

07710 163743 

01275 332354   

01275 333753 
 

01275 332272  

01275 333375  

01275 331143 
 

01275 333014  

01275 331711 

01275 333753 

 
01275 333143 

                                                                                                                             

*******      USEFUL CONTACTS      ****** 

MAGAZINE CONTACTS AND DEADLINES 

  Got some news? Want to advertise an event or your business? 
You can get in touch with us either by 

Email: chewstokemag@gmail.com 
or contacting the Editor: 

Cynthia K Troup 01275 333002 
Handwritten entries can be delivered to Cynthia at 

Fairwood, Pilgrims Way, Chew Stoke 

Distribution: Suzanne McDonald  Tel 01275 333130                                                 
Email suzanne@mcdonaldmccall.com 

The copy deadline for the July/August 2021 edition  
will be Friday 18th June 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Vicar : Rev Dr Ian Mills  01275 474504   chewvalleywest@gmail. com 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Parish Office  Mon, Weds, Fri 9am –1pm  Lakesidegroupoffice@gmail.com 01275 331061 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Churchwardens: Chew Stoke: Andrew Troup 01275 333002 
     Tina Kilroy               07920246322 
                                                       
      Nempnett Thrubwell:     Rosemary Porter 01761 462571 

                         Nick Houlton 01761 462075 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Capt. Bellringers:               Chew Stoke:   John Bone        01275 332328 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:  Andrew Ball          01275 472356 

Churchyard Maintenance:  Chew Stoke: Anne Summers  01275 333812 

          Nempnett Thrubwell: Nick Houlton            01761 462075 

Chew Stoke Childrens Group: Tina Kilroy, Angela White, Angela Hurford,                             

         Sheila  Limburn, Heather Patch, Cynthia Troup  

         

Magazine:  Editor: Cynthia Troup   

         Distribution:   Suzanne Macdonald & Joanne Stephenson 
 

Covenant Secretary: Nempnett Thrubwell:    Nick Houlton 

Deanery Synod Reps: Chew Stoke:                  Jessica McInnes 

                                                                                              Jerry Moorhouse 

              Nempnett Thrubwell:     Rosemary Porter 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PCC Secretaries:  

Chew Stoke: Jessica McInnes     Nempnett Thrubwell: Alison Howard 

PCC Treasurers:  

Chew Stoke: Peter Jameson  Nempnett Thrubwell:  Nick Houlton 

PCC members:  

Chew Stoke  :  

Nempnett Thrubwell: 

Sidespeople: Chew Stoke: Mesdames  Limburn, Patch, Manville, Sommerville,  McInnes,   
       Troup, Kilroy and Down                                                                                                
    Messrs:  Jameson, Murrant, Soper, Kilroy, Poynter and Moorhouse. 
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Letter from our Vicar, the Rev. Dr. Ian Mills 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

As Covid-19 restrictions continue to ease, we can look forward to a cautious return to 
many of the activities and routines which we have forgone during the last year. While 
many of us have missed sport, entertainment, travel and trips to restaurants and pubs,           
I think what we have missed most of all is the opportunity to meet with one another.  
 

Encountering each other as part of our daily lives is something which most of us will never 
take for granted again. Many of you will have been forced to see loved ones on a much-
reduced basis over the past year, or not at all. Perhaps you or your friends and family spent 
time in hospital without the comfort of visitors, or have faced long winter months of  
isolation in a care home during lockdown. Whatever the circumstances, we have all learnt 
something about the value of companionship and encounter.  
 

In the days after Easter, our Bible readings remind us of those who first encountered the 
risen Jesus. After the confusion and bewilderment of the empty tomb, Our Lord appeared 
to his friends in many places around Jerusalem. At first, they did not recognise him—and 
some, like Thomas, doubted who he was—yet they were transformed by their encounter 
with him. The eleven disciples of Jesus, so terrified and downcast that they had decided to 
self-isolate and lock themselves away, had their fear turned to joy when Jesus appeared to 
them, broke bread with them and blessed them. 
 

The living Jesus invites us to share in that same transformation today by encountering him 
through faith, through prayer, through listening to his Word, and breaking bread together. 
As we emerge from Covid-19 distressed and fearful about the future, we need to put our 
trust in the living Jesus who will never fail us—the one who came through fear, isolation, 
pain and even death itself, and now calls us to meet with him on the other side. 
 

This has been an Easter of new encounters for us, too! Kelly-Ann and I have been so moved 
by the warmth of the welcome which we have received since moving to this beautiful part 
of Somerset, and look forward to meeting you and encountering your friendship as we 
settle into life and ministry.  
 

I extend a renewed invitation to you all to join us for worship as we give thanks to God for 
the freedoms which we have taken for granted, and as we seek to encounter Jesus afresh 
in our time and place. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
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Sunday 6 June  The First Sunday after Trinity 

0900  Chew Stoke              Holy Communion  

1100  Winford                        Morning Service  

1830  Regil                  Evensong  

  
Sunday 13 June The Second Sunday after Trinity 

0900  Nempnett Thurbwell              Holy Communion  

1100  Felton                   Holy Communion 

1830 Chew Stoke               Evensong  
  

Sunday 20 June The Third Sunday after Trinity 

0900 Chew Stoke               Family Service 

1100 Winford                       Holy Communion 

1830  Felton                   Evensong 
  

Sunday 27 June The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

0830  Regil                           Holy Communion 

0900  Chew Stoke              Morning Worship  

1100 Felton                  Holy Communion                             

1830  Nempnett Thrubwell                Evensong    

Join us on-line! 
The arrival of Rev Ian Mills begins a new organisation of parishes in the west part of Chew 
Valley. Over the coming months, each church will establish a presence on Facebook as a 
means of further connecting with those in our communities.  
At present, St Mary & St Peter, Winford is on-line, and you can follow updates at the  
following address: 

www.facebook.com/WinfordParishChurch 

The new Benefice of Chew Valley West is also on Instagram. Search ‘chewvalleywest’. 
Do encourage friends and family who are on-line to Like and Share our content! 

THE BENEFICE OF CHEW VALLEY WEST:  JUNE SERVICES 

http://www.facebook.com/WinfordParishChurch
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                               ST ANDREWS CHURCH DIARY                                                                                      

 
 
Sunday  
6th June 
Holy  
Communion 
9.00am 
 
 
 
Sunday  
13th June 
Evensong 
6.30pm 
 
 
 
Sunday  
20th June 
Family Service 
9.00 am 
 
 
 
Sunday  
27th June 
Morning  
Worship 
9.00am  
 
 
 
 

READERS 
 
L Wormald 
S Hindle 

 
 
 
 
 
S Cook 
C Troup 
 
 

 

 
 
 
T Kilroy 
P Hawkins 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

S Hindle 
L Wormald 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIDESPEOPLE 
 
 L Down 
S Limburn 

 
 
 
 
 
P Jameson 
J Mcinnes 

 
 
 
 
 

S Manville 
S  Limburn 
 

 
 
 

 
 

C Troup 
J Mcinnes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLOWERS 
 
Altar: 
M Sommerville 
Lady Chapel: 
C Troup 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Altar: 
H Poynter 
Lady Chapel: 
L Wormald 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Cleaning and 
brass: 
S Manville 
J Mcinnes 

At the present time St Andrews continues to open for two sessions per week 
for private prayer ensuring a 72 hour period between sessions, as follows: 
Sunday 1-5pm and Thursday 9am – 1pm  
From 21st June however it is hoped to be open daily. 
For Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms,  
please contact the churchwardens (see p.10 for contact details) 
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PRAYER FOR JUNE 

Heavenly Father, as we take pleasure from the 
new life that spring brings, the blossom, the 
hedgerows, the singing birds, we pray for all 
those who care for this beautiful land.    We 
pray for the farmers as they cope with an un-
predictable climate,  may they have a just re-
ward for their hard work.   We pray too for 
those who love and tend their gardens.   
 May they be inspired to see the Creator in the creation, and be able to pass on to the 
younger generation the ability to care for the land.   In Christ’s name.   Amen 

 

ST. ANDREWS CHURCHYARD 
The churchyard has looked especially good this spring, partly due to the daffodil and 
bluebell bulbs planted earlier by our young Duke of Edinburgh volunteers. They have 
worked all winter at various tasks, including removing anthills and using the holes to 
plant moon daisies on the edges of our wildflower areas.  Now they are ready to hang 
the nesting boxes which they have made as their contribution to the national Wilder 
Churches initiative. 
A big Thank You to Lowrie, Becky and Bethan! 
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Nempnett Thrubwell Hall Committee invite you to 
celebrate the end of Lockdown 

with: 

A Grand Community Picnic  
on Sunday July 4th 

from 12 noon. 
Please bring your own food and we will provide drinks, ice creams,  

a treasure hunt for the children, 
and children's sports in the afternoon. 
(There will be no charge for this event) 

 

Also please put in your diary 

 September 19th Flower and Produce Show 
with afternoon cream teas and raffle 

at village hall from 2-5pm . Entries on the day by 11.30pm 
Schedules from battenjane9@gmail.com 

 

 St Andrews Church 
Strawberry Cream Tea 

at Church House, Pilgrims Way 
on Saturday 26th June 

from 2.30 until 4.30pm 

Home made scones & jam 

Strawberries & 
cream 

Plant stall 

Everyone invited!  

£5  (under 5’s free)  

It is Summer and the end of lockdown —let’s celebrate! 

mailto:battenjane9@gmail.com
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Chew Stoke Harvest Home  
Saturday 11th September! 

  
We want 2021 to be a bumper year for Chew Stoke Harvest Home -  

the village deserves a good community get-together! 
 The Harvest Home team is struggling with the workload of organising the event 
and we desperately need to get new volunteers involved to help organise the 
event to be able to make it happen this year. 
 For all you village newcomers, please take a look at the website to get a feel for 
what the show is like. It’s a traditional village show but we are always looking for 
new ideas to keep it fresh and maintain interest amongst the community. 
  Existing Harvest Home team members will be very active so you won’t be 
chucked in at the deep end - and more hands will make lighter work! 

 If you are interested, please contact 
nickbakergb@gmail.com /07476 193354 or speak to one of the Harvest Home 

team you may know. 

 http://www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk/ 

 

A Bring-your-own-mug 

COFFEE MORNING 

10.30am—12noon  

Thursday 5th July 

@ Dippinstile, Joanna Brown’s garden 

in aid of  

Medical Detection Dogs (who are very clever and save lives) 

mailto:nickbakergb@gmail.com
http://www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk/
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The Diocese of Bath and Wells Manna Magazine                                                             
The Editor has been asked to remind you that the Diocesan Manna magazine is 

still available online on the first of the month at                                             https://
www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-parishes/parish-communication/manna/ . 

Their Prayer Calendar is also available on https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/
ministry-for-mission/discipleship/calendar-prayer/ 

  

                ST ANDREWS CHURCH TOWER APPEAL 
 

If you have been too busy to respond to our plea for help for the Church  
Tower, it is still not too late! 
We know this is not a good time to be asking but we do need to start the repairs to the 
tower soon if its condition is not to deteriorate further. We would be really grateful for 
any donations, however large or small, to help sustain our village church for the benefit 
of all and for future generations. 
If you are able to help, you are invited to donate to: 
“The Friends of St. Andrew’s Church”, sort code 60-05-22, account no.20097999 in one 
of these ways:  

By internet banking transfer, quoting your name as a reference; 
OR go to Chew Stoke section of the Lakeside Group of Churches website to donate 
online; 
OR by cheque sent to Peter Jameson, Church Treasurer, 5 Webbs Mead,  
Chew Stoke, BS40 8TP.  

Chew Stoke School 

Car Boot Sale 

Saturday 12th June 10am till 2pm 
Entry donations on the door 

Refreshments for sale 
Bargains galore! 

Email the PTA in advance to book & pay for a pitch 
ChewStokeSchoolPTA@gmail.com 

£15 per pitch 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fsupporting-parishes%2Fparish-communication%2Fmanna%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138497
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fsupporting-parishes%2Fparish-communication%2Fmanna%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138497
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fministry-for-mission%2Fdiscipleship%2Fcalendar-prayer%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fministry-for-mission%2Fdiscipleship%2Fcalendar-prayer%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138
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Readathon 

It was definitely reading hats on during the 
last few months at Chew Stoke Church School. 
During the Easter holidays the children were 
asked to send in photos of a special place 
where they have read. We had some amazing 
photos sent in, these included: riding a horse, 
on a trampoline, hanging upside down from a 
tree and reading with a flock of sheep! The 
photos formed a large display in the school hall 
as a celebration of reading. 
 

As the school was closed to most of the pupils 
on World Book Day due to the pandemic, we 
decided to hold our own book day once all of 
the children had returned. The children and 
staff were invited to dress up as a book         
character and we had some amazing costumes. 
The day was full of creative and book-inspired 
activities. 

 

To continue to build good reading habits, the schools Literacy Coordinator, 
Miss Yates, organised a Readathon event. The Readathon ran from the 23rd 
April – 7th May. During these 2 weeks the children were asked to read as 
much as they possibly could and record their reading in minutes. Then, for 
every minute read, family and friends were asked to sponsor them. Our aim 
was to raise £600 to buy new books for the classrooms. 
However we managed to raise the 
fantastic target of £2500.  
 
In recent league tables Chew 
Stoke Church School has come in 
the top 1% of schools nationally 
for attainment in reading.  

Statistics show that children who 
read for pleasure are more likely 
to succeed in every area of their 
school career and indeed in later 
life.  

We hope that all of our initiatives 
increase the children’s love of 
reading even further. 

SCHOOL  NEWS 
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 Chew Stoke Parish Council News  www.chewstoke.org.uk 

.  
Parish Council elections – Cllr Dick Raffety has been re-elected as Chair,  
Cllr Steven Read is our new Vice-Chair. Your other councillors are Nick Baker,                       
Ali Cunningham, James Edgerton, Carol Dyer, Steve Hicks and Nicola Ainger. 

Dates for next year’s Parish Council meetings – the first Thursday of each month, 
except August. Also please note:  NO meeting next month in June. 

Pagans Hill speed limit – this is currently the national speed limit (60mph) until 
you are in the village and surrounded by houses. The Parish Council, with support 
from residents from Pagans Hill are trying to get the limit reduced, so from the 
Chillyhill junction it would be 40mph, then 30mph once in the residential area. 
We would appreciate any support to improve the safety on this stretch of road, if 
you can help, please email karen_warrington@bathnes.gov.uk with a few words 
of support. Thank you. 

Village Hall update – the parish council are hoping to vote and agree to taking 
over the lease of the Church Hall/Village Hall very soon. Final details are being 
checked. Look out for more info shortly. 

Have you visited the playpark in Bilbie Road? We have had a significant tidy up and 
some trees and hedges have been trimmed and cut back, sadly we have lost some trees to 
ash die-back which have had to be removed but it’s looking much smarter. 

Rectory Field project – Nick Baker and a group of residents have met for the first 
time to work on improving the facilities and the space. It’s an exciting opportunity 
to make the field more user friendly, we will keep you posted! 

Have you filled in the Transport Survey that’s been created by members of the 
CV Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group? This is really important, and we 
need as many people as possible to complete it. B&NES will act on the infor-
mation they receive, so if you want to keep the bus service ( or even increase the 
service), or let them know your views about other ways to improve transport is-
sues locally, then please take 5 minutes to fill it in: Parish Transport Survey 

The hedge on Pilgrims Way opposite the Village Hall is overgrown, it has been 
reported and will be cut back soon. 

mailto:karen_warrington@bathnes.gov.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ParishTransportSurvey
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Online Talks for The Arts Society Mendip 
 

1st June. 
History of Cartoons-Hogarth to Private Eye. Ian Keable 
will track the development of the political cartoon to The Arts 
Society Mendip on 1st June at 11.00am, via Zoom. Links will be 

sent to members prior to the talk. The application will open at 10.30 am. 
Guests welcome, the link will be forwarded with instructions on request to 
tasmendip.comm@gmail.com. A guest donation of £3 will be requested. 

Clubs & Societies 

 

The Litton Art Group will be meeting in members’ gardens. 

  Please contact Ann Hollomon on 01275 333143 or by email 
at orchardhse@ukgateway.net. for more information. 

  CHEW  VALLEY  FLOWER  CLUB 
I am sure you are as pleased as we are at Chew Valley Flower Club that at 
last the country is slowly coming out of its enforced ‘hibernation’ and 
beginning to come alive again.  Hooray! We have certainly missed our 
twice monthly get togethers and are so looking forward to opening up 

again next month and, hopefully, welcoming new members! On Monday 7th June at 
Compton Martin Village Hall for a 7.30 start we will be welcoming demonstrator 
Lesley Hunt who will interpret her version of ‘Beside the Seaside’ in flowers for 
us.   The flower arrangements will be raffled off during the course of the evening. 
There will be tea and coffee served after the demonstration - in paper cups - and, of 
course, all necessary Covid precautions will be taken – please bring a mask – do 
come and join us and make it an extra happy evening.   

WE  WOULD  REALLY LOVE  TO  SEE  YOU  ON THE  7th JUNE AT 7.30 P.M. 
DO  COME  ALONG! 

Christine Macmullen    Telephone -01275 332054 

The next few dates for the Flower Club are as follows.  All at Compton Martin  
Village Hall on a Monday night, commencing 7.30 p.m.: 
 

21st June Practice Class     Janet Warden  -  ‘Take the Rough with the Smooth’ 
 
5th July           Demonstration   Bridgette Manton     ‘Sunshine and Showers’ 
 
19th July Practice Class    Denise Stirrup Creating with Pressed Flowers 
 
 

about:blank
mailto:orchardhse@ukgateway.net
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                   Chew Stoke WI 

If you were out and about on the afternoon of Wednesday 19th May you may have seen 
our WIs first get together since February 2020! 

The sun shone for us as Derek Holloman 
led us on a "stroll " and told us about some 
of the fascinating history of Chew Stoke. 
Starting at Orchard House and then  
pausing at Dippinstile and ending at  
Rectory Farm, we learned about the  
several generations of the Bilbie family 
and their skill making clocks and casting 
bells. Some of the fields around reflect this 
history in their names today. We were 
pleased to hear of the importance of  
women both in this business and keeping 
it afloat, by loaning money, a sort of  
precursor of today's mortgages. One of the 
first bells cast is actually hanging and still 
rung in St Andrews Church. We ended our 
walk having tea or a glass of wine in Mary 
and Jeff Dowson’s garden as can be seen 
here.  
It was just lovely to be able to meet a 
group of friends for a chat outside. 
 

We are hopeful we will be able to return to the Church Hall for our June meeting, virus 
restrictions permitting: 

 

Trish Johnson, Bridge-Master and Engineer  
will talk to us about  

Clifton Suspension Bridge.  
7.30pm  23rd June Talk and refreshments   

Members 50p Guests £4 
This is an open meeting as we are aware some menfolk would like to hear this talk and so 
friends and family, male and female will all be very welcome. 
 
This year we are hosting a Cream Tea on Saturday 14th August 3.00 - 5.00pm 
Hazel Wedlake our secretary has offered her lovely garden at Brook Cottage on School 
Lane on the way towards Nempnett. 

FFI about our WI Tel: 01275 472600 or 01275 332812 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=the+womens+institute&view=detail&id=D552A6D065141E316385A3DEAFF94E5F95DFA563&FORM=IDFRIR
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Help Line 

phone sessions during  
the Coronavirus  

pandemic 
Organised by Chew Valley  

Gadget Busters 
 - we are still looking for  

volunteers! 
On-line 1.30 - 3.30 pm  

4th June & 18th June 
 

Do you have difficulty using your 
laptop, iPad, tablet, phone or  

digital camera?   
Email  

cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com,  
who are here to help 

Serving The Chew 
Valley Area:                

Chew Valley Library                                                                  

The Old Chapel,  Bishop Sutton 
Near the post office with off street parking in 

the chapel grounds. 
www.chewvalleylibrary.org.uk 

 

Library now open for browsing and 
for collection of pre-ordered books. 

The Library is now a distribution point 
for COVID lateral flow test kits  

 
 

Thursday Afternoon  
2 pm till 4-30 pm 

Saturday Morning  
10am till 12 noon 

 

Café reopened with waiter service! 
 

 

Chew Valley  
Country Market  

  
is open again on  

 
FRIDAYS 10.00a.m. - 11a.m.  

at The Lower Old School Room, Chew Magna.  
 

We welcome all our customers  
to join us again for  

 
 

home-baking,  
homecrafting,  
home growing  
and local fayre.  

 
 

Hazel Wedlake ( Market Manager) 

mailto:cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com
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All about Birds – and the bees! 
The garden was very busy with birds pairing up during April & May. A squadron of 
bluetits zooming across the garden and pairs of various large black birds circling fast - 
were they crows, rooks or jackdaws? Paul quoted me a rhyme  “10 crows in a field 
`tis rooks, 2 rooks in a field `tis crows!“  It`s surprising how so many ground feeding 
birds have adapted to take advantage of hanging bird feeders.  I see various of these 
larger birds, clutching quickly at the fat feeder to grab a beakful, not just the robins 
and the blackbirds as before.  
 Colourful Jays with their blue and black barred flash on their wings, and hand-
some  black and white Magpies look magnificent, but sadly like to raid smaller birds’ 
nests.  Loud “cawing” of rooks signals the Buzzard circling the rooks’ nest, but I`m 
glad to see them chase him off, dive-bombing  as he flies in no hurry, out of range 
until next time. The  green woodpecker has almost felled the old aspen stump, after 
years of seeking ants inside, and the lesser spotted woodpeckers with their bright 
red  markings are often on the feeders, though thankfully have not attacked the hives 
so far.  
 In  mid May, the wren is loudly trilling out his song whilst Mrs wren is still adding 
moss to her nest – there`s plenty in our lawn! The cock pheasant struts majestically 
around his territory, pausing to look in our patio door – checking his reflection isn`t a 
rival maybe – or just nosy! 
Later a big kerfuffle of quacking had me peering over the brook bank, to see a  
Mallard duck with  cluster of ducklings scrabbling up the bank. The reason - her mate 
was trying to protect her from the attentions of at least 5 other drakes- why such an 
imbalance?  Google suggests it’s due to good food supplies causing big populations.  
Paul was kept busy during May ensuring enough space for the bees to lay brood or 
store honey. 
He split the colonies threatening to swarm, into new hives, but even so at the  
preferred swarming time, just after midday, a “swarm” apparently materialised 
which first reduced in size and then disappeared before he was able to re-capture it. 
Oddly, no queens were missing! 
So goes the saying “ A swarm of bees in May, is worth a load of hay, a swarm of bees 
in June, is worth a silver spoon, A swarm of bees in July, Is not worth a fly!” (because 
it is too late for them to build up sufficient supplies for winter)  
At one time Paul thought a queen was failing, which could mean she has run out 
of her lifetime`s ability to fertilise eggs which means she can only lay drone eggs, 
resulting in the demise of the colony.  If the queen does die, and  there are fertilised 
worker eggs stored, worker bees can turn  these into emergency queen cells feeding 
the eggs with Royal Jelly to become virgin queens.  
It turned cold again mid May, and instead of there being honey to harvest, the bees 
started feeding from their own honey stores. However, they can now be seen to be 
bringing new pollen in (possibly clover, now out in a nearby field ) which may mean 
new brood. 
If the weather is poor or stormy the bees are often bad-tempered.  A passing  
comment from Paul :“You know it`s  like when the queen of the household is in a bad 
mood, the whole household is tetchy! ” What could he have meant ? !             Hazel 



24 

 

 

Nick Houlton                  

Antique Dealer 

Valuations for Insurance,                
Probate & Family Division 

Single items or complete  

estates purchased.  

House Clearance Service 

40 Years Experience 

Telephone: 01761 462075 

or 07766 752327 

 

 

If you would like to 
advertise in this space 

or a larger one, 

Contact 

chewstokemag@gmail.com 

to find out the very  

reasonable rates! 
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Your village flower & gift shop. 

Call in and buy cut flowers,  

‘ready to go’ bouquets, plants,  

gifts and much more!  

Open Monday to Friday  

9am-4pm 

We also supply flowers for weddings  

and funerals.  

Local delivery available.   

Find us at: 

Unit 5 Fairseat Workshops,  

Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke,  

BS40 8XF  

www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk 

Tel: 01275 333095 

 

  

 

 

A Chew Valley based business that specialises in all aspects of 
Garden Design 

Garden Landscaping 
Garden Maintenance 

 
For discussions and quotes please contact: 

 Gavin English 
Mobile: 07748968527, landline 01275 380150 

  Email: gavin@yourenglishgarden.com 

www.yourenglishgarden.com  

We are fully qualified and insured. References are available on request. 

http://www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk/
about:blank
about:blank
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Felling 

FELLING: Dangerous or damaged tree? We can help. Many tree pruning and 

removal jobs are very unsafe for the average homeowner to do himself or herself. As 

professional Certified Arborists we have the necessary skills, equipment and fully 

insured and licensed to get the job done correctly and safely. 
 

STUMP REMOVAL: Removed a tree in the past? Can't get rid of that pesky old tree 

stump? We can completely remove your old tree stumps using powerful 

machinery.  Great if you want to free up some valuable garden space or just want to 

plant something new! 

ductions 
REDUCTIONS: Healthy trees just keep on growing! When yours gets a little out of 

hand, we can reduce the height of the tree, and the outside dimensions to make it 

more manageable and let more light into your garden. We carry out our works 

to British Standards 3998, so you can be sure we won't harm your tree... just give it a 

haircut! 

own lifts 
CROWN LIFTS: Low hanging branches getting in your way? Do you need to clear 

the branches off your property? We can remove low branches safely without 

damaging the tree so you can gain access to parts of your garden. We can lift the 

crown of your tree to your requirements 

 

We cover Bristol and the surrounding area, just give us a call 

on 07764 633 003 or send an email to holroydtgs@gmail.com if 

you'd like a quote. 
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TINTINNA LTD 
 

We can help get your message across, 

whatever your audience. 
 

Writing, web content, broadcast and 

print journalism, research, analysis 

and lobbying with insight. 
 

Ian and Sandy Bell 

Summerfield, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8UB. 

01275 333 128 – tintinna@aol.com 

 

about:blank
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Service Include: 

Dog Walking 

Overnight Boarding 

Doggy Day Care 

Pet/Home Visits 

Small Pet Boarding 

House Sitting 

 
Contact Vicki Morris 

chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk 
07895 507 189 

mailto:chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk
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