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AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Suitable for private parties, 
group activities etc. 

Regular Hire / Single Event Hire 
Modern kitchen and toilet facilities, 

bar area and stage to see information 
about the hall, to view our calendar  

For availability see  

chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
FFI phone 01275 332222 or online 

c_boardman@icloud.com  

 

 

 

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL VILLAGE HALL  
 

 

is situated in a beautiful rural location with amazing views!It is an ideal venue for all types of  

functions and occasions, having  extensive parking, level access, full disabled facilities, fully fitted  

kitchen, video/audio system and children’s play area..  

To book or for more details, please visit our Facebook page 

or call  01761 462391 

http://www.chewstokechurchhall.co.uk/
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MICHAEL W.  ROWE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

A family business offering                                  

personal service day or night 

 

Rest Room facilities 

 

2 The Vinery,  

Harford Square  Chew Magna, 

BS40 8RD 

michaelrowefunerals@outlook.com 

Telephone: 01275 332565 
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Chew Stoke Parish Council 

           

 

Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Counci 

Chew Stoke Church Hall 

www.chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
 

Nempnett Thrubwell Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Toddler group                                              

Scouts/cubs/beavers       

gsl.chewstoke@gmail.com            
U3A Intermediate Bridge    

Bowling Club 

Chew Stoke Golf Society   

Cricket Club 

Drama Club 

Chew Stoke School   

 
Chew Valley School   

Chew Valley Leisure Centre 

Chew Valley Lake Sailing Club 
 

Chew Valley Choral Society   

Chew Stoke Film Club   

Harvest Home   
www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk   
Litton Art Club (@ Chew Stoke) 

Chairperson: 

Clerk: 

 

Clerk: 

Chairperson: 

Bookings Sec.: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Headteacher: 

Chair/Governors: 

 

Headteacher: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dick Raffety 

SJ Streatfeild 

 

A Johnstone 

Pete Wring 

C. Boardman         

 

Gill Ford  

Hazel Wedlake 

Sara Hindlle   

 

 

 

Michelle Stagg  

Martyn Edmonds  

Nigel Roberts 

Ro Masters 

Andrew Tromans  

Ben Hewett  

Gill Baker 

 

Gareth Beynon 

 
Allen Marsh 
  

Helen Boyde  

Kim Heath 

Nick Baker 

 
Anne Holloman                         
 

                                                                                                                             

01275 331102 

07778 317768 

 

07771 763557 

01275 333720 

01275 332222 

 

01761 462391   

01275 332812  

07798 922683   
 

 

 

01275 333086                     

01275 474729  

01275 333516  

01275 331229 

07710 163743 

01275 332354   

01275 333753 
 

01275 332272  

01275 333375  

01275 331143 
 

01275 333014  

01275 331711 

01275 333753 

 
01275 333143 

                                                                                                                             

*******      USEFUL CONTACTS      ****** 

MAGAZINE CONTACTS AND DEADLINES 

  Got some news? Want to advertise an event or your business? 
You can get in touch with us either by 

Email: chewstokemag@gmail.com 
or contacting the Editor: 

Cynthia K Troup 01275 333002 
Handwritten entries can be delivered to Cynthia at 

Fairwood, Pilgrims Way, Chew Stoke 

Distribution: Suzanne McDonald  Tel 01275 333130                                                 
Email suzanne@mcdonaldmccall.com 

The copy deadline for the May 2021 edition  
will be Friday 16th April 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Rector       in vacancy 

Associate Priest   The Rev. Sandra Lovern 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Parish Office  Mon, Weds, Fri 9am –1pm  Lakesidegroupoffice@gmail.com 01275 331061 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Churchwardens: Chew Stoke: Andrew Troup 01275 333002 
     Tina Kilroy               07920246322 
                                                       
      Nempnett Thrubwell:     Rosemary Porter 01761 462571 

                         Nick Houlton 01761 462075 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Capt. Bellringers:               Chew Stoke:   John Bone        01275 332328 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:  Andrew Ball          01275 472356 

Churchyard Maintenance:  Chew Stoke: Anne Summers  01275 333812 

          Nempnett Thrubwell: Nick Houlton            01761 462075 

Chew Stoke Childrens Group: Tina Kilroy, Angela White, Angela Hurford,                             

         Sheila  Limburn, Heather Patch, Cynthia Troup  

         

Magazine:  Editorial: Cynthia Troup   

  Distribution:           Suzanne Macdonald & Joanne Stephenson 
 

Covenant Secretary: Nempnett Thrubwell:    Nick Houlton 

Deanery Synod Reps: Chew Stoke:                  Jessica McInnes 

                                                                                              Jerry Moorhouse 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:      Rosemary Porter 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PCC Secretaries:  

Chew Stoke: Jessica McInnes     Nempnett Thrubwell: Alison Howard 

PCC Treasurers:  

Chew Stoke: Peter Jameson  Nempnett Thrubwell:  Nick Houlton 

PCC members:  

Chew Stoke  :  

Nempnett Thrubwell: 

Sidespeople: Chew Stoke: Mesdames  Limburn, Patch, Manville, Sommerville,  McInnes,   
       Troup, Kilroy and Down                                                                                                
    Messrs:  Jameson, Murrant, Soper, Kilroy, Poynter and Moorhouse. 
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CHURCH  NEWS     

 

Letter from our Associate Priest, Rev’d Sandra Lovern 
 

Dear friends, 
Lent is almost spent and Easter Day is upon us. Each year, the Church relives 
the events of Holy Week, recalling Jesus’ last days on earth facing arrest, trial 
and death. Services are reflective; on Maundy Thursday churches are stripped 
and left bare and empty and on Good Friday, crucifixion day, all is silent.  
 
Easter Eve begins the turnaround from sorrow to joy, the great Vigil of watch-
ing and waiting, and many churches, our own included, celebrate the coming of 
new light. What we watch for is the glory of Easter Day, when Jesus appeared 
alive to his followers, fulfilling his promises to them. Churches are filled with 
spring flowers and the spreading of the Easter light. From singing hymns of  
lament, now we praise God with joyful songs. 
 
Imagine his followers’ feelings during this period, flipping from abject misery - 
perhaps even resenting Jesus after all they had experienced with him, as he 
resolutely trod the path to death - to astonishment and even disbelief that he 
really was alive. It took time for many of them to realise that everything was 
more than absolutely fine. But gradually, in their normal, everyday lives,  
working, worshipping, sharing with friends and family, they found that Jesus 
was, for a time at least, with them.  
 
Jesus returned to his heavenly Father, but didn’t leave us. We no longer see 
him, but if we tune in we experience God with us (the best part of my job is 
helping people to tune in!). Christ is with us in our everyday lives and, as  
promised, sent the Holy Spirit to indwell and guide us, 24 hours a day, when 
ever we switch on. And shan’t we all need that comfort and support, as we 
come from a different quiet time called ‘lockdown,’ into the light of a new and 
different future? Take courage, God is with us. 
 
A blessed (and chocolaty )Easter to you and yours. 
Rev’d Sandra. 
 
P.S. Uniquely, this year our three Holy Week services are online. 
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Services for April including Holy 
Week and Easter 

 Live in St Andrews Church 

 
 

Sunday 4th April 10.30am  
       Easter Parish Communion   

led by    Rev Charles Roberts    
Sidespeople:  Tina Kilroy; Laura Down 

       Readers:   Cynthia Troup & Celebrant 
     

The church will be decorated by volunteers from 10am on Saturday 3rd April. 
We would be most grateful for your contributions of help and/or flowers. 

Please do come along!  
 

Sunday 18th April 
Evening Prayer at 6.30pm 

Sidespeople:  Jessica Mc Innes ;  Sheila Limburn                                     
Readers: Philippa Hawkins; Liz Wormald         

                             
On-line Services  
1

st
 April 

Maundy Thursday       10.30am Maundy Thursday Service 
 

 2
nd

 April 
Good Friday          10.30am Good Friday Hour Round the Cross 
 

3
rd

 April 
Holy Saturday     7.00pm    Easter Eve, Coming of Light Service 
 

4
th
 April 

Easter Day         10.30am  Easter Holy Communion 
  
 

To join in please register with https://meditationchapel.org/  
Once you have registered the service is at the Thomas Keating Chapel                                                            

https://meditationchapel.org/thomas-keating-chapel/ 

The service is live and participatory. 
Please note: it is really important that every person registers individually, so once you have done 

so, please do not share or forward your link as this leaves the chapel vulnerable to intruders.  

https://meditationchapel.org/
https://meditationchapel.org/thomas-keating-chapel/
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE DIOCESE OF THE  
APPOINTMENT OF OUR NEW VICAR 

and 
The new Benefice of Chew Valley West  

(Winford/Regil, Chew Stoke/Nempnett Thrubwell & Felton) 
 
It is with great pleasure that we can announce that our new Vicar will be 

the Rev. Dr Ian Mills who will come to us from 13th May 2021.  
 

Ian’s licensing and Service of Welcome will take place on : 
Thursday 13th May 2021 at 7pm  

at the Church of St Mary and St Peter,  
Winford BS40 8ET 

      Do look  at our photographer Lucy Masters’  new website!   

Cards and prints available to buy. http://www.photographsofthechewvalley.com/ 

At the present time St Andrews continues to open for two sessions per 
week for private prayer ensuring a 72 hour period between sessions, as 
follows: 

Sunday 1-5pm 

Thursday 9am – 1pm  
 
For Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms,  
please contact the churchwardens (see p.10 for contact details) 

The Diocese of Bath and Wells Manna Magazine 

The Editor has been asked to remind you that the Diocesan Manna magazine is 
still available on line on the first of the month at                                             https://
www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-parishes/parish-communication/manna/ . 

Their Prayer Calendar is also available on https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/
ministry-for-mission/discipleship/calendar-prayer/ 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fsupporting-parishes%2Fparish-communication%2Fmanna%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138497
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fsupporting-parishes%2Fparish-communication%2Fmanna%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138497
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fministry-for-mission%2Fdiscipleship%2Fcalendar-prayer%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bathandwells.org.uk%2Fministry-for-mission%2Fdiscipleship%2Fcalendar-prayer%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C97c7647bdeaf4618268d08d8ea549701%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6375169963138
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PRAYER FOR APRIL 

Living God, we praise you for Springtime, this season of hope  
and anticipation, for new growth and a fresh start.    
Thank you for the hope we have for new life after covid, and, dear Lord, 
support those who are suffering in any way.    
As we celebrate Easter, thank you for the new life you can give to us as we 
ask Jesus to be part of our lives.   
 In His name.    
 Amen 

 

St ANDREW’S CHURCHYARD -  
Three big thankyous! 

Spring is here!  Grass growing, trees in bud, bulbs glowing 
and birds nesting. 
We cannot hold our usual annual pre-Easter Blitz, but it is 
good to see the churchyard in a good and tidy state, even 
before the beginning of the season.  That is due in great 

measure to our three young Duke of Edinburgh Award volunteers, Becky, Bethan 
and Lowri.  Throughout the cold, wet, miserable winter, they have been regularly 
tidying around graves, planting bulbs and heathers which are now blooming. They 
have reduced anthills, filled in holes, levelled ground.  Very hard work!  Real dedi-
cation, for which we are most grateful. It is so good to have youngsters involved in 

our community. THANK YOU. 
Our old mowers have given faithful service, but we have been forced to buy a new 
one. We are glad to have been able to source one locally and it is immediately in 
service.  It has been financed by the generosity of parishioners who contribute to 

our Friends of St Andrew’s Churchyard scheme.  Another big THANK YOU,  
particularly as the church funds are seriously stretched at this time, trying to raise 
funds for urgent repairs to our crumbling tower.  Further info from Treasurer Peter 
Jameson. 
I attended the Diocesan seminar Wilder Churches, and we are taking on board 
some ideas to maintain our usual wild areas, introducing clumps of wild flowers 
and hanging nesting boxes.  

Finally, our mature volunteers are ready for a busy season.  Another big THANK 
YOU. It is a satisfying and much appreciated commitment. We always welcome 
newcomers.  Do contact me if you would like to give a hand.                      
 Anne Summers.  01275 333812. 
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SOS !!!    ST ANDREWS CHURCH TOWER 
 
Built around 1475 the tower has remained in essence unaltered, not like the rest of the 
church which was altered by Victorian additions. Edward Hutton, writing in his 
book “Highways and Byways in Somerset” (1912), describes it as, “One of the loveliest in 
this part of Somerset. It is small but its niches perfect with figures, its battlements and 
spire making a charming work of art.”  

This is our heritage—we must preserve it!  
Towards the end of the fifteenth century Chew Stoke formed part of the St Loe estates. 
The St Loe’s were a rich influential family with strong allegiance to the crown. They  
probably instigated and largely financed the building of the church. 

 
 
At the top of the tower there 
are four Medieval stone 
carved figures in the parapet, 
one on each face. You will 
need binoculars to see them 
properly. The figures on the 
North and West side of the 
tower may represent  
members of the St Loe family. 
(see photo 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The carved figure of St  
Andrew is on the East facing 
side looking down over his 
church. (see photo 2) 
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We know this is not a good time to be asking for help but we need to start the repairs to the 
tower soon if its condition is not to deteriorate further. We would be really grateful for any  
donations, however large or small, to help sustain our village church for the benefit of all and for 
future generations. 
If you are able to help, you are invited to donate to: 
“The Friends of St. Andrew’s Church”, sort code 60-05-22, account no.20097999 in one of these 
ways:  
By internet banking transfer, quoting your name as a reference; 
OR go to Chew Stoke section of the Lakeside Group of Churches website to donate online; 
OR by cheque sent to Peter Jameson, Church Treasurer, 5 Webbs Mead,  
Chew Stoke, BS40 8TP.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH IN ANTICIPATION !  

The crowned figure on the South 
facing side suggests the reigning 
Monarch at the time the church 
was built. 
(see photo on left) 

One of the areas of concern is for the tracery, 
being the ornamental carved stone work in the 
apertures of the bell chamber (the upper  
windows seen below). This particular design is 
apparently unique to Somerset. 
The church architect describes their condition 
as critical.  

Essential and urgent remedial work to 
the tower’s stonework is expected to 
cost around £30K.  



17 

 

Going Batty at Nempnett Church! 
 

Nempnett church has had a continuing problem with bats for some years. They 
are roosting under the slate tiles, above the wooden roof structure. They have 
been entering the church, leaving stains on the carpet and droppings on the 
pews and pulpit. 
If they cannot find their way out they have been dying of dehydration in the 
church.  This has been an escalating problem for us.  We were continually  
having to clean the church and it was getting very smelly!  We have tried leaving 
lights on, playing music, and burning incense to try to discourage them, but all 
in vain. We sought advice from various organisations because bats are a  
protected species so we were not allowed to get rid of them or to close off their 
roosting area.  The Bats Protection people came several times to study them, 
and eventually concluded that we had a maternal breeding nursery colony of 
over 600 bats.   
No wonder we had problems! 
 

Lockdown gave us the opportunity to close the church and put scaffolding up 
throughout the whole of the inside, so that we could study the wooden ceiling 
and roof at close quarters, to find out where they were getting in.  We  
discovered gaps between the top of the walls and the start of the wooden roof 
which were not visible from below. These gaps have now been closed which 
means that the bats can still continue living between the roof and the wooden 
ceiling, but with a bit of luck they will no longer be able to access the main 
church.  Has it worked?  We can let you know in a few months when the bats 
have woken from their hibernation, but we certainly hope so! 
Now the scaffolding has been taken down, the church has been thoroughly 
cleaned and polished, it smells lovely and we are looking forward to being able 
to open for private  prayer, and later for  
services. 
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Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Council has continued to meet regularly on the first 
Tuesday of the month during the pandemic, with the meetings hosted by Zoom 
and details of how to attend these virtual meetings being shown on the agendas. 
During this period individual councillors have taken responsibility for supporting 
parishioners in specific areas of the parish and the details of the allocated  
councillor communicated to each household, if you no longer have these details 
and need assistance please contact the Parish Clerk who will be able to assist you. 
 
Key issues covered during this period have continued to be planning applications, 
road defects and fly-tipping, all actions taken have been detailed on the minutes 
which can be viewed on the village notice boards (latest version only) or on the 
above website. 
 
The parish council has recently joined the Parish Council Airports Association to 
assist in monitoring proposed developments at the airport and ensuring its views 
are properly expressed, including objecting to the Airport’s current appeal against 
the refusal by North Somerset Council to approve its recent expansion planning 
application. 
 
The council has also been supporting the development of the Village Pump area 
with clearance of the area and planting flowers and is now extending its support 
for the environment by providing a small tree to all children in the parish to plant 
in their gardens to assist in the regeneration of trees being lost in the area due to 
ash dieback. If you are a parish resident, with children, and have not been  
contacted with regard to this initiative could you please contact  
Councillor Batten, 01761 462673, who will be pleased to assist you. 
 
The council has had a vacancy for a councillor for the last year and would like to 
recruit a replacement parishioner which would ensure that local views are proper-
ly represented on decisions made. This only involves a commitment of 3 to 4 
hours a month, including  one meeting, so please contact the Chairman ( Pete 
Ford 01761 463291) or the Parish Clerk (07771 763557) to discuss if you are  
Interested. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place, via Zoom, at 19:00 on Tuesday 6th April 
followed by a Parish Council meeting at 19:30 

Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Council News 
www. http://www.nempnettthrubwell-pc.org.uk 

http://www.nempnettthrubwell-pc.org.uk
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Chew Stoke Parish Council News  www.chewstoke.org.uk 

We hope you have all noticed the 
plaque near the roundabout on Bristol 
Road? It has been fixed to the wall 
above the pavement that Hilary 
(Padfield) worked so hard to bring to 
fruition during her time on the Parish 
Council. The land was kindly donated 
to the parish council by Mr & Mrs John 
Saunders of Bilbie House. 

Update on speed monitoring in the village – 

at the last Parish Council meeting it was 

agreed to ask B&NES to prioritise action on 

Pagans Hill where there is currently a             

national speed limit, to ask them to add a 

50mph limit from the B3130 roundabout,  

reducing to 40mph, then 30mph at the  

junction with Chillyhill Lane. We also asked 

that the police continue to have regular 

speed checks in the village, specifically on 

Walley Court Road in the 20mph zone. 

Census Support Centre, based 
in Bath - Moorland Road         
Community Library, which can 
be contacted on 0792 777 7385 
between 1.00pm and 4.00pm 
Mon-Fri to make an                
appointment for face-to-face 
support if needed, to complete 
the questionnaire on-line in a 
Covid safe environment. 

Work to the Chew Valley Recreational Trail is progressing 
between Woodford Lodge and the west side of the dam. 
This part of the project is due to complete in autumn 2021. 

Next meeting 
Thursday  

April 1st at 
7.30pm  

via zoom 

 
To apply for Parish Councillor  
Vacancy please see page 22 
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SCHOOL  NEWS 
 

Chew Stoke school scores gold for sustainable travel 

 
Chew Stoke Church School has become the second school 
in Bath and North East Somerset to achieve a gold  
national award for promoting walking, cycling and  
sustainable travel. 
 

Modeshift STARS is a national accreditation scheme that 
recognises schools that champion healthy and active ways 
to travel to and from school, as well as embedding those 
habits for pupils in later life. 
 

Chew Stoke Church School is the second school in the 
district to achieve the highest gold accolade for  
 excellence.  
 

The school has seen a significant reduction in cars parking 
outside the school and families that need to drive  
choosing to ‘park and stride’ instead, since it engaged the 
whole school community on road safety and the  
importance of walking, cycling and scooting.  

 

Events, competitions, reward schemes and poster and video campaigns were used to promote 
the school’s message. Pupils took to Facebook,  
created their own videos, posters, competitions and 
assemblies to promote the importance of walking, 
scooting and cycling. 
 

Bath & North East Somerset Council provides support 
to schools to achieve their Modeshift STARS award. 
Vicki Hennessy, Deputy Headteacher at Chew Stoke 
Church School said: “At Chew Stoke Church School we 
have been striving to promote cycling and scooting. 
With the help of the PE Council our mission has been 
to educate the children and families about the health 
and well-being benefits of travelling to and from 
school in this way and how we can be doing our bit to 
help save the planet. Our PE Council led their own 
project to increase numbers cycling and scooting to 
school, and as a result more than tripled the number 
actively travelling in both EYFS/ KS1 and KS2. It has 
been a whole school effort and we are very proud of 
our results.”  
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Online Talks for The Arts Society Mendip 
13th April 
‘The mysterious disappearance of the Ghent Altar Piece’. Caroline  
Rayman will recount the several thefts of this work to The Arts Society 
Mendip on 13th April at 11.00, via Zoom. Links will be sent to members  

prior to the talk. The application will open at 10.30 am. Guests welcome, the link will be 
forwarded with instructions on request to tasmendip.comm@gmail.com. A guest  
donation of £3 will be requested. 

Chew Valley U3A normally holds monthly meetings in Ubley Parish Hall where 
members can meet over coffee, followed by a talk on a variety of subjects. 
There are some 20 interest groups which meet  separately on a regular basis. 
Even during the current Coronavirus Pandemic some of our groups are meeting, 
often on-line or others in small numbers as allowed by the Government guide-
lines. 

For further information please email: chewvalley.u3a@gmail.com and we shall 
be in touch.  Visit our website – search Google for chew valley u3a. 

Clubs & Societies 

 

The Litton Art Group are hoping to be able to meet again  

on Monday 17 May. We  will be meeting in members’ gardens. 
 Our first meeting will have Brenda Riley as our tutor and will be in the garden of 

Orchard House in Chew Stoke. 
 Please contact Ann Hollomon on 01275 333143 or by email 

at orchardhse@ukgateway.net. for more information. 

Local charity Valley Arts launches ‘The Voice of the Valley’ survey 
Set up in 2015 to make the Performing Arts more accessible across the Chew Valley, Valley 
Arts has launched a Valley-wide survey to find out which events and activities you would like 
to see in your community. The survey seeks to discover what our community needs after 
such a challenging year. Be it an outdoor music concert, a Sunday afternoon theatre  
performance, a creative writing workshop or a dance class, your views will help shape the 
future Valley Arts programme. Plus there is a chance to win some great prizes from local  
businesses!   
To have your say, go to www.valleyartscentre.co.uk and fill in ‘The Voice of the Valley’  
survey, or contact info@valleyartscentre.co.uk and a member of the team will send a paper 
copy.  
Closes 11th April. 

about:blank
mailto:chewvalley.u3a@gmail.com
mailto:orchardhse@ukgateway.net
http://www.valleyartscentre.co.uk/
mailto:info@valleyartscentre.co.uk
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Help Line 

phone sessions during  
the Coronavirus  

pandemic 
Organised by Chew Valley  

Gadget Busters 
 - we are looking for volunteers! 

On-line 1.30 - 3.30 pm 
9th April and 23rd April 

Do you have difficulty using your 
laptop, iPad, tablet, phone or  

digital camera?   
Email  

cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com,  
who are here to help 

Serving The Chew 
Valley Area:                

Chew Valley Library                                                                  

The Old Chapel,  Bishop Sutton 
Near the post office with off street parking in 

the chapel grounds. 
http://

www.chewvalleylibrary.org.uk 
 

Library open for collection 
of pre-ordered books 

 
 

Thursday Afternoon  
2 pm till 4-30 pm 

Saturday Morning  
10am till 12 noon 

 
From 12th April browsing for  

book selection will be permitted 

 

Chew Valley  
Country Market  

  
is planning to open again on  

FRIDAY 16TH APRIL 
10.00a.m. - 11a.m.  

at The Lower Old School 
Room, Chew Magna.  

 
We welcome all our customers  

to join us again for  
 

home-baking,  
homecrafting,  
home growing  
and local fayre.  

 
 
 

 
Hazel Wedlake ( Market Manager) 

Councillor Vacancy  

There is a vacancy for a                                
Parish Councillor.  

if you would like to be a part of the             
decision making in your village, and 
help to bring about positive change, 

please join us.                                       
For more information, please email 

clerk@chewstoke.org.uk 

mailto:cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com
about:blank
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APRIL SHOWERS & SPRING FLOWERS 
 
As I write, strong winds and icy showers beat on the window, but the birds are still 
managing to visit the feeders. I have managed to outwit the squirrel on one front, 
with a new “Squirrel Buster” feeder, where panels slide down to close off the feed 
hopper when the weight of the squirrel activates it. I can`t keep him off the ordinary 
feeder though, where he munches away greedily, the perfect acrobat hanging from 
his tail off the bamboo hoop that I thought might be too bendy for him to negotiate. 
Silly me!  The cock pheasant visited when the ground was frozen and it seems he was 
also happy to clear up the maize and millet that the other birds leave.  After all the 
advice to leave seed heads, it was rewarding to see gold finches feeding on the teazle 
and even hanging off perennial flower heads to get a meal. Ladybirds amongst the 
vegetation and skinny green aphid lurking amongst leaves, the sound of the wood-
pecker drilling every morning, golden celandines the length of the lane faces to the 
sun and lambs in the fields Spring has sprung! 
The most exciting event for me was the arrival of frogspawn in my tiny wildlife pool – 
I know, I should get out more!  The next day the ball of spawn was surrounded by 
water snails, like hungry diners at a round table! Google didn`t find me a conclusive 
answer as to whether the snails actually eat the spawn or just eat the algae on the 
jelly. We tried, rightly or wrongly, putting some in a perforated plastic bag in the 
pond as a barrier to the snails, some in a makeshift aquarium in the greenhouse and 
some left to take their chances in the pool. So let’s hope we get some results. I need 
backup from the frogs when it comes to finding slugs! 
Down in the orchard, when the sun is shining the bees were bringing in pollen, hope-
fully indicating laying queens. Paul is trying a new idea this year from his Bee Maga-
zine to combat the dreaded varroa mite. Once again the drones are the stooges for 
this work. A brood frame is divided in to 2/3 and 1/3 by means of a cross bar and 
worker-size cell wax foundation sheet fitted in the top and the lower third left empty. 
It has been found that the workers fill up the lower third with the larger drone cells, 
their natural instinct being to increase the percentage of drones above the lower 
percentage preferred by the beekeeper. The varroa finding and infesting the fatter 
drone larvae, makes the detection and removal of varroa mite easier for the bee-
keeper. One is inclined to forget that all this goes on in complete darkness and the 
hive activity is controlled by the mysterious use of an array of pheromone scents pro-
duced by the bees. 
On a lighter note, we felt our old dog needed a more comfortable bed, her bean bag 
having squashed flat over the years. The topping-up was rather over-
estimated resulting in Benna dutifully clambering up to curl up tightly on the summit 
doing her best not slide down the side! Some filling was removed with the horrible 
non-eco friendly beads flying about and sticking on every available surface. Suffice to 
say dog is now much more relaxed and very comfy with a look on her face saying 
”because I`m worth it”! 
Hazel 
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Nick Houlton                  

Antique Dealer 

Valuations for Insurance,                
Probate & Family Division 

Single items or complete  

estates purchased.  

House Clearance Service 

40 Years Experience 

Telephone: 01761 462075 

or 07766 752327 

 

 

If you would like to 
advertise in this space 

or a larger one, 

Contact 

chewstokemag@gmail.com 

to find out the very  

reasonable rates! 
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The Chew Stoke flower & gift shop. 

Call in and buy cut flowers, ‘ready to go’  

bouquets, plants, gifts and much more! 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm  

Saturday 9am to 12 noon. 

Flowers to order for weddings, funerals  

and special occasions 
 

Unit 5 Fairseat Workshops, 
 

Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke, BS40 8XF  
 

www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk 
 

www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns 
 

@chewflorist T: 01275 333095 
 

Local delivery available. 

 

  

 

 

A Chew Valley based business that specialises in all aspects of 
Garden Design 

Garden Landscaping 
Garden Maintenance 

 
For discussions and quotes please contact: 

 Gavin English 
Mobile: 07748968527, landline 01275 380150 

  Email: gavin@yourenglishgarden.com 

www.yourenglishgarden.com  

We are fully qualified and insured. References are available on request. 

http://www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns
about:blank
about:blank
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Felling 

FELLING: Dangerous or damaged tree? We can help. Many tree pruning and 

removal jobs are very unsafe for the average homeowner to do himself or herself. As 

professional Certified Arborists we have the necessary skills, equipment and fully 

insured and licensed to get the job done correctly and safely. 
 

STUMP REMOVAL: Removed a tree in the past? Can't get rid of that pesky old tree 

stump? We can completely remove your old tree stumps using powerful 

machinery.  Great if you want to free up some valuable garden space or just want to 

plant something new! 

ductions 
REDUCTIONS: Healthy trees just keep on growing! When yours gets a little out of 

hand, we can reduce the height of the tree, and the outside dimensions to make it 

more manageable and let more light into your garden. We carry out our works 

to British Standards 3998, so you can be sure we won't harm your tree... just give it a 

haircut! 

own lifts 
CROWN LIFTS: Low hanging branches getting in your way? Do you need to clear 

the branches off your property? We can remove low branches safely without 

damaging the tree so you can gain access to parts of your garden. We can lift the 

crown of your tree to your requirements 

 

We cover Bristol and the surrounding area, just give us a call 

on 07764 633 003 or send an email to holroydtgs@gmail.com if 

you'd like a quote. 
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TINTINNA LTD 
 

We can help get your message across, 

whatever your audience. 
 

Writing, web content, broadcast and 

print journalism, research, analysis 

and lobbying with insight. 
 

Ian and Sandy Bell 

Summerfield, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8UB. 

01275 333 128 – tintinna@aol.com 

 

about:blank
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Service Include: 

Dog Walking 

Overnight Boarding 

Doggy Day Care 

Pet/Home Visits 

Small Pet Boarding 

House Sitting 

 
Contact Vicki Morris 

chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk 
07895 507 189 

mailto:chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk
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