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Present: Cllrs Dick Raffety (Chairman), Jeff Dowson (Vice-chairman), Nick Baker, 
Steven Read, Ali Cunningham, Carol Dyer, James Edgerton (left meeting after 
planning item), Steve Hicks.  
Ward Cllr Karen Warrington. 

Clerk:  Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Thursday 4th February 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

Minutes 2021/02 
1. Apologies for absence: 

None 
 

2. Declarations of interest: 
None 

 
3. Members of the public are invited to address the Council on items on the agenda: 

None present 
The Chair asked for views of the other Councillors regarding the opportunities for members 
of the public to speak in meetings, to avoid duplication it was agreed to move the planning 
item on the agenda to follow Public Participation, and members of the public would have 
the option to speak in one or other item. They will be advised to offer a short statement 
about the item which concerns them. 
 

4. To approve the minutes of the parish council meeting held on Thursday 7th January 
2021 –  all agreed. 

 
5. Ward Councillors report: 
1) No update on traffic survey.  
2) Grants for businesses and schools affected by the pandemic are available from 

B&NES. 
3) £900K has been made available for climate and nature emergency projects within 

B&NES. Focus will be on renewable energy sources, wind and solar. The Chew Valley 
is designated as a med/high area suitable for above sources. PC to keep abreast of 
developments, which will be connected to the Local Plan Partial Update. 

4) Covid vaccinations are going well within B&NES, a new centre has been set up at 
Bath Racecourse. Useful information about which cohort and age group of the public 
will be vaccinated next available from the Clinical Commissioning Group website. 

5) No further update about CIL monies held with the Chew Valley Neighbourhood Plan 
group. 

 
6. Correspondence received: 

Information about the 2012 Census has been received, Clerk to publicise. 
Email from a member of the public concerning employment details, issue will be resolved by 
personnel team who will bring information to March meeting for agreement. 
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7. Finance: 
Interim accounts and latest bank statement had been circulated to all councillors prior to 
meeting for verification. Moving forwards interim accounts to be sent to Cllr Cunningham by 
the clerk to verify on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
To note Standing orders: 

a) SJ Streatfeild-James, clerk’s salary (January) 
b) Hugo King – salary (January) 

 
To note error on HMRC account of £168 due 

 
To agree cheque payments: 

a) SJ Streatfeild-James – zoom invoice £14.39 and HP Ink £3.49 (January) 
b) SJ Streatfeild-James SLCC membership £60 (halved with E Harptree PC 
c) Glasdon – purchase of dog poo bags £86.68 

 
8. Planning: 
 New planning applications considered: 

a) 20/01673/FUL: Parcel 2727 Kingshill Lane, Chew Stoke Bristol 
Resolved that, the Parish Council continues to have reservations about this  
application, it is unable to demonstrate it is able to be a viable business and as a 
result OBJECTS to this application.  Cllr Edgerton left the meeting. 
 

9. To set and agree the budget and precept for 21-22: 
A quote for tree-work was awaited in order to agree the precept, this has now been 
received, an indicative cost of £5000 has been received for the priority 1-3 trees in the 
parish that require work within the next 12 months. Councillors agreed that the money put 
aside for repairs to the Bilbie Road playground fencing (£4130) in the 20-21 budget is 
excessive and this money could be used for tree-work this year instead. This would result in 
needing to increase the tree budget to £2000 this year, and a total precept request for 
£21000 be set. All agreed. 
 

10. Parish Council emails: 
Following a discussion, which indicated councillors had mixed views about having a specific 
email for PC work, it was decided that Cllr Baker and Cllr Read would trial a Chew Stoke 
email and report back at the April meeting. 
 

11. Westaway fields update: 
Still awaiting information from Bath and West Energy regarding a successful application for 
a grant into the feasibility of a solar farm at the site. 
 

12. Bristol Airport expansion update: 
There is now to be an Inquiry later in the year, following the rejection of the application last 
year to expand. The Parish Councils Airport Association (PCAA) is asking parishes to submit 
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responses again, but also for individuals to submit personal statements, specifically with 
information personal to them about how any airport expansion would affect them.  
There is also a planning application for a public transport interchange on top of the multi-
storey carpark, and for an off-site carpark further south of the airport at Hewish. 
 

13. Village Hall update: 
No further update, Andrew Troup has received the lease agreement from the PCC on 2nd 
Feb 21. There should be further information by the next meeting. 
 

14. Rectory Field update: 
No further action to report. Working groups to be formed. Cllr Baker to advertise for help 
from parishioners. 
 

15. Banking update and online banking option: 
NatWest continues to fall short of offering an acceptable service, changes to the account 
have not been done, the clerk is still not able to oversee the account or add councillors to be 
e-signatories. Discussed the option of moving to an online bank, Triodos remains shut to 
new business, but NatWest are offering an incentive of £1250 to move to the Cooperative 
bank amongst others. Other parish councils have moved to Unity Trust who are accepting 
new accounts. Clerk to research further and provide information to councillors regarding 
costs etc from these two options. Deadline of 28th Feb to receive payment from NatWest. 
 

16. Bilbie Road playground: 
Repairs and funding already discussed under budget. 
 

17. Councillor vacancies: 
Cllr Dowson has offered his resignation, and the Unitary Authority has been informed. A 
vacancy notice has been put on noticeboards and website. If no election called, to advertise 
2 councillor vacancies in the village via social media and face to face. 
 

18. Memorial for Hilary Padfield: 
Cllr Dyer has sent an example of a suitable plaque to other councillors. Approx price £25. 
She has also spoken to the owners of the wall on Bristol Road who have given their 
permission for the plaque to be mounted. Cllr Raffety to look at wall with regards to the 
stone and suitable ways to secure it. Cllr Read has also heard from a parishioner who has 
raised money through crowd funding to buy a bench in memory of Hilary. Suggested site for 
bench along the bottom of Rectory Field by the river agreed by councillors. Cllr Read to talk 
to village maintenance team regarding securing the bench on concrete. 
 

19. B&NES footpath scheme update: 
This is an annual grant paid to the parish council by B&NES for the maintenance of footpaths 
and pavements around this village. The work is part of the village sweeper/gardener’s 
contract. Agreed to accept this grant and continue to undertake the work. Cllr Baker has 
also been in contact with the Footpath Officer Sheila Petheridge about the tarmac footpath 
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between Bristol and Bilbie Roads, it is confirmed that it is the responsibility of B&NES who 
will repair it and remove the fencepost currently obstructing the path. 
 

20. WWII memorial: 
Cllr Dyer has researched the possibility of funding for this and there is nothing available at 
present. She will ask other parish councils how they have funded memorials in their villages 
and report back later in the year. 
 

21.  Local Plan Partial Update: 
Cllrs Raffety and Read attended a recent meeting. A draft of plans will be ready by this 
spring, to include an update about climate and ecology issues especially. The joint spatial 
plan was not passed and has been withdrawn. The development plan is currently to use 
sites in Bath and Keynsham for a further 1200 homes. Consultation period open until the 
18th Feb. Further details about the use of greenbelt and infill permission reported. Cllr Read 
to write a response on behalf of the parish council. Cllr Warrington to send information 
from other parishes to Cllr Read to aid the response. Cllr Read to forward to the clerk for 
submitting. 
 

22. Chew Valley Nature & Climate Emergency Working Group update: 
Currently working towards forming the groups to work on distinct areas previously decided 
on. To work on these at a valley wide level. Getting busy and lots beginning to happen, Cllr 
Baker to report back at next meeting. 
 

23. Road signage within the village: 
Cllr Dyer raised the issue about the amount of road signs there are within the village, 
specifically as you enter the village from the south east, passing the bowling club. Cllr 
Warrington advised the parish council to contact Gary Peacock at B&NES about this. Cllr 
Dyer to follow up. 
 

24. Dates for the Annual Meeting of the Parish and the Annual Parish Meeting: 
The APM can be held prior to the regular Parish Meeting in May, to await guidance from the 
Government about the possible continuation of virtual meetings before making a decision 
about the former above meeting. 
 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 4th March at 7.30pm via zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


