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Lucy Masters

Pilates Classes
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Suitable for private parties,
group activities etc.

run by Emma Charlton at

Butcombe Village Hall

Regular Hire / Single Event Hire
Modern kitchen and toilet facilities,
bar area and stage
to see information about the hall, to view
our calendar for availability see

Pilates is an exercise & it is
suitable for most people.
Pilates can help you to
improve your flexibility, help you gain
strength & help you relax.

chewstokechurchhall.org.uk

The classes are small & friendly

FFI phone 01275 332222 or online

Please contact me if you would

c_boardman@icloud.com

like to come along to a class.
emmacharltonpilates@gmail.com

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL VILLAGE HALL
is situated in a beautiful rural location with amazing views! It is an ideal venue for all types of
functions and occasions, having extensive parking, level access, full disabled facilities, fully fitted
kitchen, video/audio system and children’s play area..
To book or for more details, please visit our Facebook page

or call 01761 462391
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MICHAEL W. ROWE
FUNERAL DIRECTOR
A family business offering
personal service day or night

Rest Room facilities

2 The Vinery, Harford Square
Chew Magna, BS40 8RD
michaelrowefunerals@outlook.com

Telephone: 01275 332565
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*******

USEFUL CONTACTS

Chew Stoke Parish Council
Vice– Chairperson:
Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Counci
Chew Stoke Church Hall

www.chewstokechurchhall.org.uk
Nempnett Thrubwell Village Hall
Women’s Institute
Toddler group
Scouts/cubs/beavers

gsl.chewstoke@gmail.com

******

Chairperson: Dick Raffety
Clerk: SJ Streatfeild
Jeff Dowson
Clerk: A Johnstone
Chairperson: Pete Wring
Bookings Sec.: C. Boardman
Gill Ford
Hazel Wedlake
Sara Hindlle
Michelle Stagg
Martyn Edmonds
Nigel Roberts
Ro Masters
Andrew Tromans
Headteacher: Ben Hewett
Chair/Governors: Gill Baker

U3A Intermediate Bridge
Bowling Club
Chew Stoke Golf Society
Cricket Club
Drama Club
Chew Stoke School

Headteacher: Gareth Beynon

01275
07778
01275
07771
01275
01275
01761
01275
07798

331102
317768
332911
763557
333720
332222
462391
332812
922683

01275 333086
01275 474729
01275 333516
01275 331229
07710 163743
01275 332354
01275 333753

Allen Marsh

01275 332272
01275 333375
01275 331143

Chew Valley Choral Society
Chew Stoke Film Club
Harvest Home
www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk

Helen Boyde
Kim Heath
Nick Baker

01275 333014
01275 331711
01275 333753

Litton Art Club (@ Chew Stoke)

Anne Holloman

01275 333143

Chew Valley School
Chew Valley Leisure Centre
Chew Valley Lake Sailing Club

MAGAZINE CONTACTS AND DEADLINES
Got some news? Want to advertise an event or your business?
You can get in touch with us either by

Email: chewstokemag@gmail.com
or contacting the Editor:

Cynthia K Troup 01275 333002

Handwritten entries can be delivered to Cynthia at
Fairwood, Pilgrims Way, Chew Stoke

Distribution: Suzanne McDonald Tel 01275 333130
Email suzanne@mcdonaldmccall.com

The copy deadline for the February 2021 edition
will be Monday 18th January
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YEOFIT CLASSES HAVE
GONE ONLINE WITH
ZOOM – JOIN US!
* PILATES for core
strength *YOGA to stretch and
destress
*BODY CONDITIONING to tone
and get fit
*BARRE fitness and dance
*AEROBICS beginners *ZUMBA
For info and to book: http://
lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk
Email lynne.joyner1@gmail.com

Tel 07748 963297

There has never been a better time to send a card
to friends and loved ones.

Services include: Dog Walking

Flamingo Paperie sell Greetings cards , Gift Wrap
and Crafts 100% produced in the UK
Free Delivery in the Chew Valley and surrounding
areas



Overnight Boarding
Doggy Day Care
• Pet/Home Visits
Small Pet Boarding •


Please contact me Catherine Parkman
01275 332947 or cjparkman@hotmail.co.uk



House Sitting

Contact Vicki Morris
chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk

Facebook Pink Pineapple Cards
Alternatively, shop online
www.pinkpineapplecards.co.uk

07895 507189
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH
Rector
Associate Priest

in vacancy
The Rev. Sandra Lovern (currently on sick leave)

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Parish Office Mon, Weds, Fri 9am –1pm Lakesidegroupoffice@gmail.com 01275 331061
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Churchwardens:

Chew Stoke: Andrew Troup

Nempnett Thrubwell: Rosemary Porter
Nick Houlton

01275 333002

01761 462571
01761 462075

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Capt. Bellringers:

Chew Stoke: John Bone
Nempnett Thrubwell: Andrew Ball
Churchyard Maintenance: Chew Stoke: Anne Summers
Nempnett Thrubwell: Nick Houlton

01275 332328
01275 472356
01275 333812
01761 462075

Chew Stoke Childrens Group: Tina Kilroy, Angela White, Angela Hurford,
Sheila Limburn, Heather Patch, Cynthia Troup
Magazine: Editorial:
Distribution:

Cynthia Troup
Suzanne Macdonald & Joanne Stephenson

Covenant Secretary:
Deanery Synod Reps:

Nempnett Thrubwell:
Chew Stoke:

Nempnett Thrubwell:

Nick Houlton
Jessica McInnes
Jerry Moorhouse
Rosemary Porter

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PCC Secretaries:
Chew Stoke: Jessica McInnes
PCC Treasurers:
Chew Stoke: Peter Jameson

Nempnett Thrubwell:

Alison Howard

Nempnett Thrubwell:

Nick Houlton

PCC members:
Chew Stoke :
Nempnett Thrubwell:

Sidespeople: Chew Stoke: Mesdames Limburn, Patch, Manville, Sommerville, McInnes,
Troup, Kilroy and Down
Messrs: Jameson, Murrant, Soper, Kilroy, Poynter and Moorhouse.
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CHURCH NEWS
Message from the Rev. Sandra Lovern
“Christmas is Cancelled”
So say the gloom and doom merchants. We probably can’t party riotously
throughout December, shop till we drop for presents and food, have a good old
sing at the carol service that kicks off the actual Christmas festivities, and meet
in big family groups ‘on the day’. So they’re right, aren’t they?
NO! Maybe, just maybe this year, amidst all the shifting ground brought by
Covid, when we could be forgiven for thinking that the times are very dark, we
will stop and remember what Christmas Day is really all about.
“The people who have walked in darkness will see a great light,” declared the
prophet Isaiah, 700 years before that Christmas event. Journalist and priest
Giles Fraser adds, ‘It is my job to point to that light, to hold it up and offer it as
hope to those living in darkness.’ And as your priest in these six churches, it’s my
job too, even though at this time I am not in those much-loved buildings, the
churches.
Giles goes on to say that the real Christmas, the birth of our Saviour “can get
lost amid all the twinkling light pollution of the season and I worry that my role
as the local master of ceremonies for Christmas cheer is too complicit with the
spirit of bacchanalian bonhomie that obscures the simple story of God coming
into the world as a child.”
Please, pause and read that again. And again. This year offers a possibly unique
chance to get out of the 20 /21 century view of party-time Christmas to take us
back 2000 years to when angels sang, shepherds wondered, and later, wise men
from 500 miles away came to worship a humble babe, born in a cattle-shed.
What on earth caused that? It’s mad! Well, it’s called revelation, God at work to
let all of us into the secret: Jesus really is the King of Kings, God himself born in
human form so that we could get to know him and learn of the great plan to
save us from ourselves.
In this year, when so many people are grieving for lost loved-ones, the greatest
message of hope is this event, when God came down to earth to accept all the
brokenness of creation (and that includes us) onto his shoulders, and confirm
that however hard now, the hereafter is worth chasing. N.B. Chasing = accepting
and loving Jesus as Saviour and Lord, putting all our pain and worries on his
shoulders, and just… trusting. It truly is as simple as that.
P.T.O.
th

st
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Then we can eat the turkey and party, with something great to celebrate. So,
much as I love them, bother the buildings, I can worship at home and online!
And you can too.
A blessed Christmas to you all.
Reverend Sandra.
P.S. We have two great Christmas services online:

4pm Christmas Eve and 10am Christmas Morning,
See the church service details on page13
From Rev'd Sandy Munday:
Thank you all for the lovely farewell you gave us at the open air harvest festival
in Chew Stoke churchyard back in September. We really appreciated all the kind
messages and cards you sent, and the lovely gifts you gave us. We're in our new
home, and we're gradually settling in. I've sent out contact details to members
of the PCC, please ask for them if you'd like to have them. I'd like to take this
opportunity to send our best wishes for Christmas and the coming year, with my
love and prayers, Sandy

CHURCH OPENING FOR SERVICES & PRIVATE PRAYER
St Mary the Virgin Church, Nempnett Thrubwell
Nempnett Thrubwell are pleased to confirm their reopening service:
Victor Barley will be taking Evensong with Communion
on December 6th at 6.30 pm
Due to the size of the church it would be helpful if the wardens are
notified of any visitors: Nick Houlton 01761 462075
or Rosemary Porter 01761 462571
The church is open for private prayer and reflection
on Wednesdays and Sundays from 9am until 6pm.

Wonderful Zoom Quiz in aid of Nempnett Church
We all know that this has been a very difficult year for fund raising, and we have
been missing seeing our friends, so in November over 70 people took part in an
on line zoom quiz raising over £650 for Nempnett Thrubwell church. By inviting
friends and family we were playing against people of all ages all over the country,
not just in Nempnett. Each team was able to talk privately in their own ‘window’
without anybody else listening in, then we all got together to hear the questions
and answers. We all had a fun, sociable evening. Enormous thanks to Jane
Batten and her family, who arranged the whole thing.
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St Andrew's Church
Planned Church Services – subject to government regulations
Sunday 6th December 10.30am
(or 13th if regulations prevent
the service on 6th)

All Ages Advent Service with Christingle
for Children

Christmas Services

Sunday 20nd December 6.00pm Christmas Carol Service –
see separate advert
and 7.30pm
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

Thursday 24th December
5.00pm in the Churchyard

Crib Service

Thursday 24th December
11.00pm

Midnight Mass with
the Archdeacon of Bath

Friday 25th December
9.30am

Family Service for Christmas
(in the churchyard if covid regs.

Sunday 10th January 6.30pm

Evening Prayer

Sunday 24th January 6.30pm

Evening Prayer

See separate advert

necessitate and weather permits)

On-line Services – guaranteed to take place!
Revd Sandra Lovern broadcasts a live, Church of England service each Sunday
at 10.30am Register (free) at https://meditationchapel.org They will send you
a link to click just before 10.30am on Sundays, so that you can watch the
service. We have two great services online for Christmas, 4pm Christmas Eve and

10am Christmas Morning, where you can gather at home with the family and
sing your heart out to the carols. With your mic off, you can even listen while you
stir the pots and pans!
Register (free) with the Meditation Chapel, find ‘Church of England’
service on the calendar, and click on the correct ‘chapel’ to join in.
We have virtual coffee and cake afterwards!
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St Andrews continues to open for two sessions per week for private prayer to ensure a 72
hour period between sessions, as follows:
Sunday 1-5pm and Thursday 9am – 1pm
Funerals, Wedding and Baptisms, with limited numbers, are permitted in Church, subject to
the availability of a member of the clergy - please contact the churchwarden if you wish to
discuss this.
We are keeping in touch by emailing those on the electoral roll regularly about services and
other events. If anyone else would like to receive information without formally joining the
roll, please contact the electoral roll officer Tel:331795

Advent at St Andrew’s Church,
– including Christingle celebration
Sunday 6th December 10.30am
(or 13th depending on government regulations)
This morning service will celebrate Advent, a time of expectant
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas.
Oranges, sticks, sweets and glow sticks will be provided so families can, as part of the
service, make a Christingle orange in their pews to take home afterwards
EVERYBODY WELCOME

Carol Services @ St Andrew’s
Sunday 20th December
at 6.00pm and 7.30pm
This year we are planning to hold
two short carol services (covid allowing)
rather than one longer one. Each will last about 40 minutes
allowing us to clean between services.
Congregational singing is not allowed but there will be soloists & a choir.
The Church is set up for social distancing and numbers must be limited so we need to
know who is coming in advance. Please let us know on 332421 or 333002 or by email
to alison.hoddell@gmail.com how many tickets you would like for your household/
bubble & if you have a strong preference for a specific time slot. Sadly we shall not be
able to offer refreshments this year but we hope you will appreciate this reinvention
of the carol service for a time of pandemic.

Crib Service
Thursday 24th December at 5.00pm

This service will be very short and held in the Churchyard around
the Christmas tree to allow social distancing.
As always, we shall retell & enact the story of the first Christmas with short
readings & a few carols. We look forward to welcoming you to this very different
service.

If you are not able to stand, please bring a chair or let us know in advance on
332421 or 333002
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CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS & DONATIONS
Our Christmas collections at St Andrew’s Church will go to
support ‘In Hope’ (formerly known as Crisis Ministries) in
Bristol, a charity which runs the Wild Goose Cafe, a foodbank and other support for the most vulnerable in our
society.
This year, please make your donations via the church
collections or by purchasing the practical items ‘In Hope’
have asked for via their on-line shop

https://www.hope-revolution.org/inhope
We regret that we will not able to make a local collection of goods this year.

St Andrew’s Parish Register
Dave Gamien

Funeral Service at the Crematorium
20 November Pamela Ashcroft
th

May they rest in peace

Donations – on-line & by cheque:
Many thanks to everyone who has used the on-line donations system. We
are really grateful. Please donate if you wish via our website https://
lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/
You can of course continue to donate via cheque to Peter Jameson, the
treasurer or by making a bank transfer on-line via the St. Andrew's bank
account. Our bank details are as follows:
Account: Parochial Council of St Andrew’s, Chew Stoke
Sort code: 60-05-22
Account number: 71246215
and PLEASE, PLEASE give your name as the payment reference.
Many thanks for your continuing support.

Want to share a bit of Christmas cheer? How about decorating a window of
your house like an Advent Calendar? There are great images online, both of
the real Christmas story, crib scenes to angels or turkey, presents or candy
canes. Add lots of sparkle and lights and job done!
How many windows can your village do?
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Chew Stoke Parish Council www.chewstoke.org.uk
News November 2020
During this Covid 19 Pandemic , the Parish Council are unable to meet and we are holding
our monthly meetings by Zoom. Meeting ID and Password are listed on the agendas
posted on noticeboards. If you are self isolating and require the details to be forwarded by
email, then please do contact the Clerk: clerk@chewstoke.org.uk or telephone 07778
317768.
Compassionate Community Hub
If you feel anxious or isolated, are concerned about getting food or medication, need
emergency housing or benefits support, or just want advice on keeping well, the hub is
there to help.
You can call the hub on 0300 247 0050. Open 7 days a week 9am – 5pm.
The Church Hall
The PC is awaiting a revised lease from the PCC, no decisions about renaming the hall or
management have been made.
Walley Court Road Telephone Box
The old phone box is being repainted and has been used by a group of parishioners for a
Remembrance Sunday display. Further displays are planned including an Advent theme in
December. The PC thanked the volunteers for overseeing this initiative.
Westaway fields
The PC has arranged for a feasibility study for the possible use of solar panels to be
undertaken by BWCE as an initial plan. The results will be shared with the Parish. Opinions
from the parishioners are welcome and there will be consultation. The PC will form a
working party to gather ideas. Letter to all parishioners to follow.
Planning for the future of Rectory Field & Quarry Hay
The PC intend to form a working party to enable the planning of the Rectory Field project.
A tree survey has been commissioned, it is likely there will a loss of some of the current
trees due to ash die-back. Further tree planting planned.
Speeding in the village
Chew Stoke is on a list with BANES for a traffic speeding survey, likely to be in the New
Year.
Village security
There has been an increase in burglaries in the village, PC was asked to discuss. Plans include reviewing the Chew Stoke Neighbourhood Watch and introducing it in areas of the
village where it is not currently active. Also to look at the use and restrictions regarding
CCTV around the village.
Next Meeting 3rd December 2020 at 7.30pm, to be held by ZOOM.
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SCHOOL NEWS
Chew Stoke Church School achieves
Silver Accreditation
Modeshift STARS is the national schools awards scheme that has been
established to recognise schools that have demonstrated excellence in supporting
cycling, walking and other forms of sustainable and active travel. The scheme
encourages schools across the country to join in a major effort to increase levels
of sustainable and active travel in order to improve the health and well-being of
children and young people.
Chew Stoke Church School has spent nearly two years promoting active and safe
travel to and from school. The children have enjoyed Bike-it weeks, road safety
and cycling competitions, scooter experience days, walk to school events, road
safety days, pedestrian and cycling training, visits from the local police explaining
the importance of safe travel to school and they have also benefitted from the
promotion of a car free zone and park and stride scheme. Just before lockdown
the school welcomed Alasdair Yule from BANES Council. He awarded the children
and wider school community with the silver star, demonstrating their continued
dedication to sustainable travel to and from school.

When awarded Chew Stoke Church School was only
one of three schools in the county to receive this award.
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Gadget Busters - Help Line phone sessions during
the Coronavirus pandemic
Organised by Chew Valley Gadget Busters

4th December & 18th December
7th January & 22nd January
On-line 1.30 - 3.30 pm

Do you want to communicate visually or play games on-line with
your friends and family during self-isolation—but don't know
how? Worried about how to order supermarket deliveries on
line? Do you have difficulty using your laptop, iPad, tablet,
phone or digital camera?
Email cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com, who are here to help!
We will be holding phone sessions on the first and third Fridays
of each month until it is safe to resume face to face sessions.
Simply E-mail your query and your phone number by midday
and one of our friendly volunteers will get back to you during
the 2 hour on-line sessions.
Even if you have no specific query, send us your email address
and we will keep you up to date with what extra support we are
offering during this period.

West of England Combined Authority Survey
WECA is asking people living and working in the West of England for their
views about the future of the region, to ensure the region is a greener, more
connected place to live and work. The feedback will help shape a Spatial
Development Strategy that will make sure that homes, employment spaces
and transport links are planned in the right places over the next 20 years.
It’s important that WECA involves residents, businesses and organisations at
this early stage of the process, so that they can make sure the plan reflects
the priorities of the people who live and work in the region.
The survey can be accessed through our webpage at www.westofenglandca.gov.uk/future-of-the-region/ and will open until Monday 14 December
2020.
If you would like a paper copy or the information in an alternative format,
please call 0117 428 6210 or email planning@westofengland-ca.gov.uk.
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Clubs & Societies
Chew Valley U3A normally holds monthly meetings in Ubley

Parish Hall
where members can meet over coffee, followed by a talk on a variety of subjects.
There are some 20 interest groups which meet separately on a regular basis.
Even during the current Coronavirus Pandemic some of our groups are meeting,
often on-line or others in small numbers as allowed by the Government guidelines.
For further information please email: chewvalley.u3a@gmail.com and we shall be
in touch. Visit our website – search Google for chew valley u3a.

Online Talks for The Arts Society Mendip
1st December: ‘In the kingdom of sweets – The Nutcracker’.
Nigel Bates, music administrator of the Royal Ballet will talk to The Arts
Society Mendip on 1st December at 11.00am. via Zoom looking at the appeal
of this work. Links will be sent to members prior to the talk. The application
will open at 10.15 am. Guests welcome, the link will be forwarded with
instructions on request to info@theartssociety.org.uk. A guest donation of
£3 will be requested.
12th January 2021: ‘Climbing up Buildings.’
Dr Jonathan Foyle, architectural historian and broadcaster will talk to The
Arts Society Mendip on 12th January 2021 at 11.00am. via Zoom, describing
his passion for climbing among the architectural heights. Links will be sent
to members prior to the talk. The application will open at 10.15 am. Guests
welcome, the link will be forwarded with instructions on request to
info@theartssociety.org.uk. A guest donation of £3 will be requested.

Chew Stoke WI AGM

(on zoom) President`s Report: Jan reported 2019 started
with two excellent meetings, but then after lockdown.. Zoom, the newsletter online,
meeting in gardens or on walks (when regulations allowed) have all helped to keep us in
touch. We supported 125 Charity with further kitchen packs and donated £200 to church
Hall in appreciation of its use in normal times.
Jan thanked the committee who were all voted back en bloc with two new members:
Sheila Limburn and Sheila Dobbs. All speakers had been re-booked for 2021, with back-up
plans for Jan & Feb and she looked forward to when we could all meet up again as a
complete WI. (Hurray to that! Ed) FFI please phone 332812 .
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Chew Stoke
Happy Box!
When Chew Stoke Parish Council
adopted the village telephone
box, located on Walley Court
Road, the villagers were asked for
ideas of what to do with it. In
these difficult times of the
pandemic it was agreed that the
box should be used to give
villagers and people passing by a
much needed smile.
It was also agreed that the box should be repainted to take it back to its former, traditional
glory. A group of “Covid-6” villagers consisting of Keith and Joan Williams, Ruth Donlevy,
Kate Donlevy, Lowri Knight and Matthew Knight took this on over the October half term
holiday. The poor weather delayed the work so it took longer than planned. Meanwhile, a
spooky Halloween scene was assembled in the box to the delight of children and adults who
were missing the usual Trick and Treating around people’s houses. Hand sanitiser was set up
in the box to be used before and after enjoying a small, wrapped sweet from its scary
occupant!
Meanwhile Bryan Thompson, Chew Stoke resident of 50 years who lives very close to the
box, was asked to do some research about the history of the K6 type Kiosk. Bryan embraced
this and has come up with some great facts! Once compiled, a summary of this will be put in
the box for all to enjoy.
The next project was a Remembrance Day Tribute. A group of mums from the village, headed
up by Laura Down and Karen Heverin, made a mass of poppies to hang in and around the box
along with tributes to men and women who had lived locally, previously put together for the
Centenary by Chew Stoke Church Wardens. All the beautiful handmade poppies that had
been lovingly made by villagers looked stunning against the still white box that awaits its
special Kiosk Red paint (on order!)
We’re hoping to have ever changing displays/uses for the “Happy Box”: the current plans are
a “Keep Calm and Carry On! /Support the NHS” display, to help people through the current
lockdown. Also, Kate Tilling is organising a Food Bank collection point at the box as from
November 23rd, where a different item of non perishable food can be dropped off at the box
each day - see over for details.
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There will be a special Advent display to look out for throughout December.
The Happy Box will also be supporting Chew Stoke Church School PTA who are
organising a Christmas Trail Fundraiser throughout December called Chew Festive
Window Trail: the PTA has invited households in Chew Stoke to display a decorated
Winter or Christmas window. Anyone can then buy a Trail Map from the PTA to
participate in a magical walk around the village to see all the different window displays.
We have exciting ideas for the New Year but we also warmly welcome ideas or requests
from anyone in the village if there’s a particular theme they’d like to see in the box at
some point - or if you’d like to join the group of volunteers who will continue to
maintain and update the Happy Box.
Ruth Don Levy

A Collection for
the Carpenters Food & Support Centre, Withywood
There will be collection boxes in the Stoke Inn, and in the Happy Box.
Any donations gratefully received - there is a "reverse advent calendar" online:
https://www.facebook.com/withywoodcentre/
where there is also a list of current needs.
Christmas-themed items such as biscuits and chocolates are also welcome.
Please contact me if any questions or if you'd like to arrange for me
to pick up donations directly: kate@heathling.com

PRAYER FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Loving God, in these uncertain times, we pray for your help and strength to cope
with all the difficulties of living with the virus. We pray for those who have
suffered illness, loss of family members, or jobs, and give thanks for all those
who have gone the extra mile to help family, neighbour and stranger. We pray
we may truly celebrate Christmas, able to gather together and enjoy not just the
feasting and the presents, but with thanks for the greatest gift, your Son, Jesus
Christ. As we begin a new year we pray that you will heal our land from the
scourge of the virus, and enable us all to enjoy the many blessings of our world.
In Christ’s name. Amen
Do look at Lucy Masters’ new website ! Card and prints available to buy.
http://www.photographsofthechewvalley.com/
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Wildlife Encounters continued

by Hazel Wedlake

So did I really think I could outwit a squirrel? Of course not! In the harvest
stakes Cyril Squirrel everything - me nil! I thought I would grow some sunflowers so
that the birds could help themselves to the seeds in the winter. Fed and watered
they grew to great heights and propped up with stakes and sticks, they survived
‘Storm Alex’. The first sign that the harvest had been lost was a large seed head
dragged halfway across the lawn. I knew some flowers had torn off in the bad
weather, but when I saw the gnawed stumps at the top of the sunflower stem, I
knew it wasn`t just the wind! I don`t know why I thought he wouldn`t be able to
scale the sunflower to get at the seeds, but better than that he felled each branch,
and then dragged them off to some granary in the garden!
As we walk about the local footpaths we see some magnificent trees. Some,
probably two hundred years old, gnarled and twisted, browsed by cattle when
young perhaps, perhaps struck by lightning and splitting the trunk or disease rotting
out a hollow - all creating different habitats.
And what was happening all that time ago when that tree was young ? I was
shown an interesting local find by a metal detectorist which dated to the early
1800`s . A rusted oval of metal with upright side struts. I was told it was a patten the metal support which lifted shoes above the mud – common in the time of Jane
Austen. Other frequent finds of the period are metal bullock or ox shoes, which
come in two halves to fit the cleft hoof. Oxen were used from Medieval times until
about 1840 for ploughing and hauling wagons. Having googled the subject ( “No
beast for draught but oxen”), within the Michael William article was a discussion
about whether oxen were better than horses and a wonderful sketch of carthorse,
bull and carthorse in line pulling a load! It was thought unusual at the time!!
Lastly I’ve seen metal balls that looked like they belonged on a chest of drawers,
but were actually protectors used to screw on to the ends of sharp cattle horns to
stop animals damaging each other and their owners!
If you make an interesting local find like Hazel please let us know - Editor
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The Lakeside Group Ministry December Services
Chew Magna, with Dundry, Norton Malreward and Stanton Drew
and Chew Stoke with Nempnett Thrubwell
6 December
2 Sunday of
Advent
th

nd

13 December
3 Sunday of
Advent

Chew
Magna

20 December
4 Sunday of
Advent
10.30am

th

th

rd

Saturday12
7.30pm

th

th

7 Lessons &
Carols
Featuring
Vox in Frox
(Ticketed)

7 Lessons &
Carols
Featuring
Vox in Frox
(Ticketed)

Christmas
Eve

Christmas
Day

4.00pm
Crib Service

11.00am

Mr Frank
Tucker

11.00pm
Midnight
Mass

Norton
Malreward

Mr Frank
Tucker

Revd Victor
Barley

6.00pm
Carols Half
Hour
(Ticketed)

6.00pm
Carols Half
Hour
(Ticketed)

Margaret
Marshall

Margaret
Marshall

9.30am
Short Holy
Communion
Revd Paul
Stephens

4.30pm
Carol Service

Stanton
Drew

Revd Victor
Barley

10.30am
Advent for
All Ages

6.00pm &
7.30pm
Carols in
Covid
(Ticketed)

5.00pm
Crib Service
In the
churchyard
11.00pm
Midnight
Mass
Revd Dr
Adrian
Youings

Nempnett
Thrubwell

Family
Service

4.00pm
9 Lessons &
Christmas
Music
(Ticketed)

Dundry

Chew Stoke

(for January see Lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches)

6.30pm
Evensong
Communion
Revd Victor
Barley

6.30pm
Evensong
Communion
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Revd Victor
Barley

9.30am
Parish
Communion
Revd Victor
Barley

In churchyard
if necessary

BRISTOL’S
BEST
PRODUCE

DELIVERED
TO YOUR
DOOR.

Partisan Produce is a new household produce delivery
service partnered with some of the best local
independent food producers and artisan businesses
in Somerset.
This allows you to buy with ease from any of our
partners and be guaranteed the same exceptional
quality you would usually receive in store,
delivered to your door.

-

HOW IT WORKS

-

We stock a great selection of produce and collect fresh each
day from our partners, whether it is meat from our butcher,
fresh dayboat caught fish or fruit & veg, dairy, bread etc.
We deliver everything to you hassle free.
SOME OF OUR PARTNERS -

To make a new order please visit our website, or contact us directly
to request a product list. Website: www.partisanproduce.co.uk
Email: hello@partisanproduce.co.uk
Telephone: 0117 2901235 If we are unable to take your call,
please leave a message with your contact details
and we will respond within 24hrs.
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A Chew Valley based business that specialises in all aspects of
Garden Design
Garden Landscaping
Garden Maintenance
For discussions and quotes please contact:

Gavin English
Mobile: 07748968527, landline 01275 380150
Email: gavin@yourenglishgarden.com
www.yourenglishgarden.com
We are fully qualified and insured. References are available on request.

The Chew Stoke flower & gift shop.
Call in and buy cut flowers, ‘ready to go’ bouquets,
plants, gifts and much more!
Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am to 12 noon.
Flowers to order for weddings, funerals
and special occasions

Unit 5 Fairseat Workshops,
Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke, BS40 8XF
www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk

www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns
@chewflorist

T: 01275 333095

Local delivery available

.
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Felling

FELLING: Dangerous or damaged tree? We can help. Many tree pruning and
removal jobs are very unsafe for the average homeowner to do himself or herself. As
professional Certified Arborists we have the necessary skills, equipment and fully
insured and licensed to get the job done correctly and safely.

Holroyds tree cutting ad

STUMP REMOVAL: Removed a tree in the past? Can't get rid of that pesky old tree
stump? We can completely remove your old tree stumps using powerful
machinery. Great if you want to free up some valuable garden space or just want to
plant something new!
ductions

REDUCTIONS: Healthy trees just keep on growing! When yours gets a little out of
hand, we can reduce the height of the tree, and the outside dimensions to make it
more manageable and let more light into your garden. We carry out our works
to British Standards 3998, so you can be sure we won't harm your tree... just give it a
haircut!
own lifts

CROWN LIFTS: Low hanging branches getting in your way? Do you need to clear
the branches off your property? We can remove low branches safely without
damaging the tree so you can gain access to parts of your garden. We can lift the
crown of your tree to your requirements

We cover Bristol and the surrounding area, just give us a call
on 07764 633 003 or send an email to holroydtgs@gmail.com if
you'd like a quote.
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CAFÉ | BISTRO | CATERING
We are missing all our Chew.Kitchen friends
and look forward to welcoming you
back soon, for…

Coffee brewed with love
Cakes baked just for you
A traditional tasty breakfast to start your
day the right way
Freshly prepared bistro meals
Our famous Sunday lunches
Website: www.chew.kitchen
Email: hello@chew.kitchen
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TINTINNA LTD
We can help get your message across,
whatever your audience.
Writing, web content, broadcast and
print journalism, research, analysis
and lobbying with insight.
Ian and Sandy Bell
Summerfield, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8UB.
01275 333 128 – tintinna@aol.com
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Nick Houlton
Antique Dealer
Valuations for Insurance,
Probate & Family Division

at LOWER SCHOOL ROOM
(next to Bank)
CHEW MAGNA
FRIDAYS 10 A.M.– 11A.M.
HOME BAKED GOODS, PRESERVES,
SMOKED SALMON, HAM & BACON,
CRAFT & CARDS, JEWELLERY & PLANTS
COME AND SEE US !

Single items or complete
estates purchased.
House Clearance Service
40 Years Experience

Telephone: 01761 462075
or 07766 752327

Open!

houltonnick@gmail.com
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