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Pilates Classes 
run by Emma Charlton at  

 

Butcombe Village Hall 

Pilates is an exercise & it is   

suitable for most people. 

Pilates can help you to  

improve your flexibility, help you gain 
strength & help you relax. 

The classes are small & friendly 

Please contact me if you would  

like to come along to a class. 

emmacharltonpilates@gmail.com 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE                    
Suitable for private parties,     

group activities etc.                              

Regular Hire / Single Event Hire        
Modern kitchen and toilet facilities,            

bar area and stage                                                             
to see information about the hall, to view 

our calendar for availability see  

chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
FFI phone 07584 425148 or online 

C_boardman@icloud.com  

 

 

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL VILLAGE HALL   

is situated in a beautiful rural  location with amazing views! It is an ideal venue for all types of        

functions and occasions,  having  extensive parking, level access,  full disabled facilities, fully fitted 

kitchen, video/audio system and children’s play area..  

To book or for more details,  please visit our Facebook page 

or call  01761 462391 

http://www.chewstokechurchhall.co.uk/
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MICHAEL W.  ROWE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

A family business offering                                  

personal service day or night 

 

Rest Room facilities 

 

                                             

2 The Vinery, Harford Square             

Chew Magna, BS40 8RD 

michaelrowefunerals@outlook.com 

Telephone: 01275 332565 
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Chew Stoke Parish Council 

 

Vice– Chairperson:            

Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Council  

Chew Stoke Church Hall 

      Bookings: chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 

Nempnett Thrubwell Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Toddler group                                               

 

Scouts/cubs/beavers 

U3A Intermediate Bridge    

Bowling Club 

Chew Stoke Golf Society   

Cricket Club 

Drama Club 

Chew Stoke School   

 
Chew Valley School   

Chew Valley Leisure Centre 

Chew Valley Lake Sailing Club 

Hub in the Pub  
ative@ageukbanes.co.uk  

Chew Valley Choral Society   

Chew Stoke Film Club   

Harvest Home  
www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk   

Litton Art Club (@ Chew Stoke) 

Chairperson: 

Clerk: 

 

Clerk: 

Chairperson: 

Bookings Sec.: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Headteacher: 

Chair/Governors: 

Headteacher: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dick Raffety 

Catherine Parkman 

Jeff Dowson 

A Johnstone 

Pete Wring 

C. Boardman         

Gill Ford  

Hazel Wedlake 

Sara Hindlle   
 

gsl.chewstoke@gmail.com 

Michelle Stagg  

Martyn Edmonds  

Nigel Roberts 

Ro Masters 

Andrew Tromans  

Ben Hewett  

Gill Baker 
 

Gareth Beynon 

 
Allen Marsh 

Kate Tate    
 

Helen Boyde  

Kim Heath 

Nick Baker 
 

Anne Holloman                         
 

                                                                                                                             

01275 331102 

07779 592328  

01275 332911 

07771 763557 

01275 333720 

07584 425148 

01761 462391   

01275 332812  

07798 922683   

 
01275 333086                     

01275 474729  

01275 333516  

01275 331229 

07710 163743 

01275 332354   

01275 333753 
 

01275 332272  

01275 333375  

01275 331143 

01225 484510 
 

01275 333014  

01275 331711 

01275 333753 
 

01275 333143 

                                                                                                                             

*******      USEFUL CONTACTS      ****** 

MAGAZINE CONTACTS AND DEADLINES 
   

Got some news? Want to advertise an event or your business?                           
You can get in touch with us either by                                             

Email: chewstokemag@gmail.com                            
or contacting the Editor:                                                                          

Cynthia K Troup 01275 333002                                                 
Handwritten entries can be delivered to Cynthia at                                                                

Fairwood, Pilgrims Way, Chew Stoke  

Distribution: The McDonald Family                                                             

Tel 01275 333130  Email suzanne@mcdonaldmccall.com  

The copy deadline for the                                                              
September 2020 edition will be 

Friday 21st August 
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Services include:  Dog Walking  

Overnight Boarding               

 Doggy Day Care 
• Pet/Home Visits  

 

Small Pet Boarding  •  

  
 

House Sitting                    Contact Vicki Morris 
chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk             

07895 507189 

There has never been a better time to send a card 

to friends and loved ones. 

 

Flamingo Paperie sell Greetings cards , Gift Wrap 

and Crafts  100% produced in the UK 

Free Delivery in the Chew Valley and surrounding 

areas  

Please contact me  Catherine Parkman                   

01275 332947 or cjparkman@hotmail.co.uk 

Facebook  Pink Pineapple Cards                              

Alternatively, shop online 

www.pinkpineapplecards.co.uk 

YEOFIT CLASSES HAVE 
GONE ONLINE WITH 

ZOOM – JOIN US! 

* PILATES for core 
strength   *YOGA to stretch and 

destress 

 *BODY CONDITIONING to tone 
and get fit 

*BARRE fitness and dance 
*AEROBICS beginners *ZUMBA 

For info and to book: http://
lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk           

Email lynne.joyner1@gmail.com  

 Tel 07748 963297  

mailto:chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk
mailto:cjparkman@hotmail.co.uk
http://lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk
http://lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk
mailto:lynne.joyner1@gmail.com
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Rector       in vacancy 

Associate Priests    The Rev. Sandy Munday          01275 331060 

                        (on duty Sunday, Monday & Tuesday) 

        The Rev. Sandra Lovern   01275 332657 
                        (on duty Thursday until Sunday) 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Parish Office  Mon, Weds, Fri 9am –1pm  Lakesidegroupoffice@gmail.com 01275 331061 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Churchwardens: Chew Stoke: Andrew Troup 01275 333002 

                                                      Alison Hoddell 01275 332421 

      Nempnett Thrubwell:  Rosemary Porter 01761 462571 

                           Nick Houlton 01761 462075 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Capt. Bellringers:               Chew Stoke:   John Bone        01275 332328 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:  Andrew Ball          01275 472356 

Churchyard Maintenance:  Chew Stoke: Anne Summers  01275 333812 

          Nempnett Thrubwell: Nick Houlton            01761 462075 

Chew Stoke Childrens Group: Tina Kilroy, Angela White, Angela Hurford,                             
         Sheila  Limburn, Heather Patch, Cynthia Troup  
          

Magazine:  Editorial: Cynthia Troup   

  Distribution:           Suzanne Macdonald & Joanne Stephenson 
 

Covenant Secretary: Nempnett Thrubwell:    Nick Houlton 

Deanery Synod Reps: Chew Stoke:                  Jessica McInnes 

                                                                                            Jerry Moorhouse 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:       Rosemary Porter 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PCC Secretaries:  

Chew Stoke: Jessica McInnes     Nempnett Thrubwell: Alison Howard 

PCC Treasurers:  

Chew Stoke: Peter Jameson  Nempnett Thrubwell:  Nick Houlton 

PCC members:  

Chew Stoke  :   

 

Nempnett Thrubwell: 

_Sidesmen Chew Stoke:  Mesdames  Limburn, Patch, Manville, Sommerville,  Theobald, Troup 

               and Down                                                                                                

           Messrs:  Jameson, Murrant, Penna, Soper, Kilroy. 
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CHURCH  NEWS     

Message  from the Rev. Sandra Lovern 

As the Lockdown Eases… 
 
Last month I wrote about what our Christian response should be to this current 
crisis. Now, as we are granted a little more freedom, we face new challenges, 
and perhaps that will be, in many ways, hardest for those shielding because of 
health problems, and those over 70 who are advised still to stay largely at home. 
I’m sure many of them will look on with longing as a large part of the population 
returns to workplaces and available leisure activities. How we can respond to this 
is simple: keep up the wonderful outpouring of generous help and continued  
contact with them. That indeed mirrors God’s loving response to us.  
 
Our church communities also face a new and complex challenge as the  
government announced that places of worship are permitted to open for private 
prayer. Please note that ‘permitted’ does not mean every church will open. It is 
no easy task to do so safely, as demonstrated by cases in Germany and Korea 
where churches have been the source of an outbreak. One particular challenge 
for our churches is that congregations are largely older, and it would be unethical 
for the Church to ask them to put themselves at risk in opening and cleaning our 
buildings, so where our churches decide to open your generosity and patience 
are needed to keep yourself, your wardens and others using the church safe, so 
please meticulously follow all guidance you are given.  
 
As required by the Church of England, each church has undertaken an in-depth 
risk analysis to decide if opening is possible. Once accepted by Wardens and the 
PCC it is sent to our area Dean who holds ultimate authority to say yea or nay, 
since we have no incumbent.  In this benefice both churches are now open; but 
what if the decision had been to remain closed? The solution is in the question. 
God is not the building, and has not shut up shop. He is with us every second of 
every day, wherever we are, and will never fail to answer when we find a quiet 
spot and settle down to have a chat with our loving Father; that’s commonly 
called prayer! And if you are missing being part of a Sunday community, why not 
join the growing number attending our online service every Sunday, which we 
end with a time of virtual coffee and cake as we talk about anything and every-
thing. Get in touch if you don’t know how to join. 
 
Oh, and P.S.: if you are a church keyholder, please don’t go into the churches 
unless asked to do so, as this may undo all the careful thought and preparation. 
We must look after our Wardens! 
 
May you continue to know God’s love, strength and peace at this time, both you 
and your loved ones. 
Every blessing, Sandra. 
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St Mary the Virgin Church, Nempnett Thrubwell 
We are very happy to announce that from June 21st Nempnett 
Thrubwell Church will be open on Wednesdays and Sundays 
from 9am until 6pm for private prayer and reflection.  
 

St Andrew’s Church, Chew Stoke 
 

Gradual Reopening of the Church Building 
 

The Church is starting to reopen, but at the moment for private prayer        
only.   Here at St Andrew’s, we are planning to open for two sessions per 
week in the first instance as follows: 

     Sunday 1-5pm 

 Thursday 9am – 1pm 

The PCC has approved a risk management plan and a one way system has 
been put in place.  You will be asked to enter by the south door, to sit in  
designated pews to allow for social distancing and to leave through the     
tower and the west door.   
 

Funerals, still with very limited numbers, are also now permitted in Church 
although not weddings or baptisms - please contact Sandy or Sandra if you 
wish to discuss this or any pastoral matters.   
 

Revd Sandy Munday is broadcasting a live, Church of England service each 
Sunday at 10.30am.  Register (free) at https://meditationchapel.org.  You 
will be sent a link to click just before 10.30am on Sundays, so that you can 
watch the service.  If you have problems with this, please let her know.   
Sandy sends out all the words for the weekly service by email to those who 
attend, and she is happy to add anyone else to the list who would like to  
receive it.    
 

As Diocesan guidance develops on reopening the Church, we shall, where 
possible, let members of the electoral roll know what is happening by 
email.  If anyone else would like to be included please contact Alison or  
Andrew (contact details p.10.) 
 

 

CHURCH  NEWS 

https://meditationchapel.org/
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As sadly we are still not able to hold services in the Church, we are sending you 
details of the Collects, Psalm and Readings for the Sundays in July and August, in 
case you would like to look at them.     
The Diocese of Bath & Wells – Go Team (Youth & Children Ministry)provides  
activities for Children:  
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-children/ 
 

If you or anyone you know needs pastoral support, please contact Rev. Sandy 
Munday (Sunday – Tuesday  Telephone: 331060) or Rev. Sandra Lovern (Thursday 
– Sunday Telephone: 332657).  Alternatively leave a message with the church-
wardens or the Lakeside Office Administrator, Alison Hill. 

Collects 

 

5th July, 4th Sunday after Trinity 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that 

with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass 

through things temporal that we lose not our 

hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly  

Father, Through Jesus Christ our Lord  

12th July, 5th Sunday after Trinity 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit 

the whole body of the Church is governed and 

sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all 

your faithful people, that in their vocation and 

ministry they may serve you in holiness and 

truth to the glory of your name;  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord  

19th July, 6th Sunday after Trinity 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those 

who love you such good things as pass our 

understanding: pour into our hearts such 

love toward you that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can  

desire; Through Jesus Christ our Lord  

 

 

Readings and Psalms 

 

 

Zechariah 9. 9-12  
Romans 7. 15-25a  

Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end  
Psalm 145 vv 8-15  

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 55. 10-13  
Romans 8. 1-11  

Matthew 13. 1-9, 18-23  
Psalm 65 

 
 
 
 
 

Wisdom Of Solomon 12,13,16-19  
Romans 8. 12-25  

Matthew 13. 24-30, 36-43  
Psalm 86 vv 11-end  

 
 
 
 

Continued overleaf 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-children/
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26th July, 7th Sunday after Trinity    
Lord of all power and might, the author and 
giver of all good things: graft in our hearts 
the love of your name, increase in us true 
religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of 
your great mercy keep us in the same; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 

2nd August, 8th Sunday after Trinity 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we  
beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern 
both our hearts and bodies in the ways of 
your laws and the works of your command-
ments; that through your most mighty  
protection, both here and ever, we may be  
preserved in body and soul; Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
9th August, 9th Sunday after Trinity 
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to 
be the life and light of your Church: open 
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that 
we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in 
love and joy and peace; Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord  
16th August, 10th Sunday after Trinity 
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to 
the prayers of your humble servants; and 
that they may obtain their petitions make 
them to ask such things as shall please you; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord  
23rd August, 11th Sunday after Trinity 
O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of 
your grace, that we, running the way of your 
commandments may receive your gracious 
promises, and be made partakers of your 
heavenly treasure. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord  
30th August, 12th Sunday after Trinity 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always 
more ready to hear than we to pray and to give 
more than either we desire or deserve: pour 
down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience 
is afraid and giving us those good things which 
we are not worthy to ask. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

Readings & Psalm 
1 Kings 3. 5-12  

Romans 8. 26-39  
Matthew 13. 31-33, 44-52  

Psalm 119, 129-136   
 
 
 

Isaiah 55. 1-5  
Romans 9. 1-5  

Matthew 14.13-21  
Psalm 145, 8-9, 15-end   

 
 
 
 

1 Kings 19. 9-18  
Romans 10. 5-15  

Matthew 14. 22 -33  
Psalm 85, 8-13   

 
 
 

Isaiah 56. 1, 6-8  
Romans 11. 1-2a, 29-32  

Matthew 15. 10-20, 21-28  
Psalm 67 

 
 
 

Isaiah 51. 1-6  
Romans 12. 1-8  

Matthew 16. 13 -20  
Psalm 138   

 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 15. 15-21  
Romans 12. 9-end  

Matthew 16. 21-end  
Psalm 26 vv 1-8 
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Have you been clearing out your house during the lock-down? Found any 
old photos, plans, books or documents  

about Chew Stoke? 

If you have anything of interest that we could copy or photograph to 
use as part of the record of our history, we would be really pleased to 
hear from you.  We are planning to store and display documents, arte-
facts and photographs in the Church for future generations.  Alison & 

Andrew – Churchwardens, St Andrew’s, Chew Stoke 

 
On-line Donations 

 

Like all charities, we have suffered a significant drop in our income since Lock-down 
from collections, weddings and events.   

We have set up an on-line 'Donations' page for St Andrew's Church, Chew Stoke, to 
allow us to make contributions on-line since we still have to cover the running costs 
of both the church and the hall.  Please donate if you wish via our website https://
lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/              You can of course 
continue to donate via cheque to Peter Jameson, the treasurer or by making a bank 
transfer on-line via the St. Andrew's bank account.    Our bank details are as follows:                                                                                 
Account: Parochial Council of St Andrew’s, Chew Stoke                                                                       
Sort code: 60-05-22                                                                                                                                      
Account number: 71246215  and PLEASE, PLEASE give your name as the payment 
reference.                                                                                                                                     
Many thanks for your continuing support. 

Recording the Impact of Lock-down for Future Generations 

Would you like to record your experience of lock-down? 
 

We would like to create a time capsule for future generations, explaining how differ-
ent people in the village were affected by the lock-down, how they spent their time, 

the impact on their jobs and family life, home-education from the  perspective of par-
ent and/or the child, the problems and frustrations— and any unexpected joys and 

compensations….. 
 

We are hoping to put together a booklet including contributions from all  ages. You 

can contribute by emailing to Alison on alison.hoddell@gmail.com  or by phoning and 

telling your story over the phone Tel.332421 before the end of July.  

 

https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/
https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/
mailto:alison.hoddell@gmail.com
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. SCHOOL  NEWS  

 

HEALTHY ME! 

Following their recent return to school after the lockdown, pupils 
from Year 1, Owl Class, have been practising their hand washing to 
make sure they stay healthy and safe. Using paint instead of 
‘germs’, the children practised thorough handwashing to make sure 
they cleaned all of their hands and didn’t miss any parts.  

Since being back at school, the children have been learning about 
other ways to stay healthy too, including healthy eating and           
drinking, how to talk about worries and how to plant vegetables. 
They have also been practising ‘social distancing’ throughout the 
day, which is why the children are all sitting 2M apart from each 
other. 
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Gadget Busters - Help Line phone sessions during the  
Coronavirus pandemic 

Organised by Chew Valley Gadget Busters 
 

On-line 1.30 - 3.30 pm  3rd & 17th July, 7th & 21st August 
 

Do you want to communicate visually or play games on-line with your 
friends and family during self-isolation, but don't know how? Worried 
about how to order supermarket deliveries on-line?  Do you have  
difficulty using your laptop, iPad, tablet, phone or digital camera? 
 
Email cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com, who are here to help.  We will be 
holding phone sessions on the first and third Fridays of each month 
until it is safe to resume face to face sessions.  Simply  E-mail your 
query and your phone number by midday on Friday 5th of June or  
Friday 19th June and one of our friendly volunteers will get back to 
you during the 2 hour on-line  sessions. 
Even if you have no specific query, send us your email address and 
we will keep you up to date with what extra support we are offering 
during this period.  

Chew Stoke Parish Council  July Meeting  Report 
 
During this Covid 19 Pandemic , the Parish Council are unable to meet and we are holding 
our monthly meetings by Zoom. Meeting ID and Password are listed on the agendas posted 
on noticeboards.  If you are self isolating and require the details to be forwarded by email, 
then please do contact the Clerk:  clerk@chewstoke.org.uk or telephone 01275 332947 

New Councillor The Parish Council are pleased to welcome Mrs Carol Dyer to the 
Council.  Carol has previous Parish Council knowledge and is a welcome member to the 
Council 

Street name decided  The Parish Council have been advised by BANES that the Old Garage 
site on Bristol Road , is to be named Malcolm Close, in recognition of the late Malcolm 
Genge who ran the garage from 1995. A fitting tribute we are sure you will agree. 

Compassionate Community Hub If you feel anxious or isolated, are concerned about getting 
food or medication, need emergency housing or benefits support, or just want advice on 
keeping well, the hub is there to help. You can call the hub on 0300 247 0050. Open 7 days a 
week 9am – 5pm. 

Planning applications for comment by the Parish Council: 

Pagans Hill House, Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke. 
PC COMMENT -No Objection                                

mailto:cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@chewstoke.org.uk


19 

New Bridge, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke. 
PC Comment -No Objection 
Site Of Chew Valley Garage, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke. 
PC Comment -The Planning Group have been in discussion with officers at B&NES.        
Variations to these properties have already occurred.  The Parish Council have no           
objection to these latest changes – however they will ask BANES planning to keep a very 
watchful eye on the construction of the shop which will be at the front of the site.     
Variations to materials /elevations of shopfront and village clock must not be changed  
Top Cross, Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke 
PC Comment -No Objection 
Change of use from agricultural to equestrian use. Erection of a 10x10m hay/storage 
barn. Erection of a horse walker. Installation of a 24x12m all weather surface lunge pen 
adjacent to main stable. Creation of a hardcore surface track to the upper fields and 
stock-proof fencing. 
Pc Comment - Objection 
Pagans Hill House, Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke 
Proposal: Construction of domestic vehicular access and the closing off of the existing 
access along with associated landscaping works. 
PC Comment – No objection 
 
St Andrews Church Hall 

Councillors are continuing discussions for draft lease proposal to a suit both Parties A 
draft agreement version 3 has been circulated to all Councillors, which raised queries for 
discussion Further discussion to be held between the PCC and the Diocese regarding 
ownership. 

PV Farm  

Cllr Raffety gave information to Councillors on a suggested PV Farm on land kindly       
donated by Brian Westaway. Information has been received from Bristol & West       
Community energy who organise and plan green, non-invasive solar panel installations. 
Chelwood Community has a successful scheme with Money being raised through           
community investment, with shareholders receiving a guaranteed income of 4%. We 
await further information. 

Bristol Airport – Application for designation as a coordinated airport.                                    
Consideration and response from Parish Council to be submitted. 

Local Plan update – Consultation Response has been delegated to The Planning Group 
on behalf of the Parish Council 

 
Next Meeting 2nd July 7.30 pm , to be held by ZOOM. 
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Pamela Farley Edgell (nee Long) 

Passed away peacefully at the RUH 
Bath, aged 101. She was the wife of 

Francis Jax Edgell LDS RCS and           
beloved mother of Chris, Joni and Kip. 

There was a private family service in 
June. 

Donations welcome in her memory to 
Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary through 

Clarkson Funeral Directors BA1 3D5  
Tel: 01225 426822 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the records of VE Day memories in the April edition, many more have been 
collected and will all be published in a booklet in August. The following piece has been 
put in this magazine  at the special request of Nempnett Thrubwell. 
 

               Margery Satchell (Born 1932) 
Margery, one of seven girls and two boys, was 
born in Nempnett Thrubwell where her father was 
a farmer but she mainly lived with her grand-
parents from an early age.  She was born blind so 
it was decided that her grand-parents should look 
after her – with the idea that she would be a com-
panion to her grandmother when she needed 
support later on.  Marjorie was very close to her 
grand-mother in childhood and in later life.   
Margery started school at a special school for the 
blind in Bristol in 1939, about the time her grand-
father died and the war started. The pupils used 
to be called to get up in the night during bombing 
raids and her family in Nempnett were really wor-

ried about her. Later the school was evacuated to Temple Combe House in Temple 
Combe; this had a basement which afforded protection during raids.  The school was 
near the station junction in Temple Combe and the Germans tried to bomb this but hit 
the church and part of the school.  As a result they children had a longer holiday on this 
occasion.  And Marjorie remembers hating the trains... 

Marjorie was the only country person at the school; she missed her home very 
much and used to long for the holidays.  When she was home in the holidays there was 
no air-raid shelter and they used to go under the table when the sirens went off. 

Marjorie remembers that she was ill in Wincanton Sanatorium during one 
holidays so was not able to go home.  She recalls overhearing the nurses preparing for 



21 

 
SING OUT FROM YOUR SOFA! 

 
 
At 1 pm every Wednesday the new GoodAfternoonChoir/

online tunes up with weekly one hour internet choir rehearsals  
taken alternatively by the choir founder, Bath’s Mr Music, Grenville Jones, Bristol based 
Ben England and Matt Finch who lives in Bath.  
There are no auditions to be a Good Afternoon member as the accent is on fun and  
making new friends.  
 The choirs have a strong fundraising ethos and last year alone they raised over £22,000 
which was divided between local charities, with recipients chosen by each individual 
group. 
 The new GoodAfternoonChoir/online will sing the songs that choir members know from 
their weekly repertoire as well as new pieces specially arranged for them to sing from 
their sofas!  
 Others who access the internet can also join with the distinct possibility of creating the 
largest choir in the World! 
 Rehearsals will be posted on YouTube each week and singers will be able to interact with 
the choir, choosing pieces they would like to sing and passing messages to the members 
of their individual choirs that they are missing. 

  
Enquiries to Grenville Jones on 07778 282934 

the influx of multiple casualties because of the raids. 
Marjorie’s school life was significantly disrupted by the war but she didn’t really 

mind as she was not thought to the particularly clever.  She didn’t really enjoy her school 
days although she remembers how much she enjoyed singing in the choir and she learned 
to play the piano  ‘a bit’.  When she heard the school choir singing for the first time, she 
thought it was the BBC radio – they had just got a radio at home. She learned ‘braille’ and 
says she could ‘hear’ what other people were wearing.   

Marjorie remembers being hungry at school during the war.  They used to serve 
bread and butter and then collect up anything uneaten; Marjorie always wondered 
whether this got recycled the next day.  She would lose weight during term time and then 
her grand-mother would feed her up during the holidays. 

On VE day, the whole school went to Church and the music teacher played the 
organ.  It was a service for the school with the village and Marjorie remembers that the 
school ‘oversang’ the village in an effort to please the teacher and he still said they didn’t 
sing well enough.  After this, the pupils were allowed to do anything they liked and she 
went into the day room with two others and wished she was at home.  Some of the other 
pupils went out into the village. They had no special food to eat or share.  Everyone was 
grateful that the war had ended – but life had to go on and cows had to be milked. 
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Bugs, Bees and Butterflies ! 

by Hazel Wedlake -  amateur insect enthusiast! 

May and June have brought lots of insects to our gardens and, with lockdown, 
more time to watch them. In those glorious sunny evenings of May we could 
look across the garden and see dozens of insects dancing in the sunlight above 
the brook.  

Amongst them the comical Mayflies, that bounce up and down as if on a yo-yo, 
with their long white bodies, gossamer wings and three tail spikes.  I`ve found 
them crashed into my little frog pool or caught up in a spider web, their eggs 
dropped into the water after mating, their dancing over!  

Next I found Maybugs: surprisingly big chunky hard coated brown cockchafer 
beetles about 2.5cm long which fly towards the light at night and crash into 
your windows, resulting in my find next day of 3 dead beetles in my plant pots 
below.  

I then found the most curious creature sunning itself on our patio bench. It was 
rounded, red and black with long antennae but neither butterfly or beetle!  My 
enlarged photograph showed the red wings to be feathery, the body in red and 
black grid pattern and a  rigid delta-wing like black and yellow spotted structure 
on one side only. After much unsuccessful internet surfing, a friend thought it 
might be a very battered red tiger moth having lost most of its upper wing   
structure - or maybe it had never quite developed? It moved about a little on 
our porch beam for a couple of days and then I put it on a tobacco flower to 
feed and let nature take its course.  

On our dog walk across to Breach Hill one day, we came across a big 
patch of brambles in flower with 30 or more butterflies fluttering all around it.  
They were mostly Meadow Browns, but there were a few Tortoiseshells as well 
with their studded blue edges to their wings. It was a glorious sight.  

Continued overleaf 
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The natural meadows near us support a tremendous number of insects. Butterflies, 
moths, turquoise damsel flies and the inky blue beautiful demoiselle male dragon-
fly which drifts around the brook in a languid manner. An unfamiliar large cream 
butterfly with purple edging to its “cloak” turned out to be the day-flying Blood 
Moth – not the best name.  Later in the year the meadows support hundreds of 
crickets and grasshoppers which leap away as you disturb them on the path. 

This photograph and the ones on page 20 and the frontispiece are by local           
resident Lucy Masters. Cards of her photos are for sale at Classic Flower Designs 
at  Fairseat Workshops in Chew Stoke. 
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Hazel continues: 

I was puzzled when I spotted my box of Icing sugar in the bee equipment 
box! What on earth was he going to do with that? Well, it turns out that one 
harmless way to help reduce the parasitic verroa mite on your bees is to lightly 
sprinkle icing sugar over the bee! Just randomly I assume as there are about 
20,000 of them, and in the scratching off of this foreign substance, the bees 
would dislodge these tiny black mites which fall through the mesh floor of the 
hive to oblivion we hope!  Brilliant! A  sweet end to a nasty parasite! 

 Verroa mite has been a great nuisance for the last 20 years or so since it 
came into this country on imported colonies It feeds on the 
“blood”  (haemolymph) of larvae and adult bees, spreading virus and other             
disease resulting in the collapse of the colony. Drones once again draw the short 
straw here, as being a fatter grub the verroa prefer to feed on them., One way 
of checking for verroa is to take out a drone comb, extract the grubs and check 
for mites present. This percentage will give you an idea of the level of the          
problem.  Sorry drones! 

In the dry spell recently the honey harvested was much thicker as there 
wasn`t as much moisture for flowers to make nectar, and less moisture in the 
nectar. The worker bees move the honey about and fan their wings until the 
moisture content is reduced sufficiently for it to be sealed up for the winter. In a 
wet year, the bees will have more work, but this May the honey was thicker 
than usual. With the benefit of a hydrometer it was found to be 15% moisture 
compared to the usual 18% moisture, which made it more difficult to extract. 
I`m pretty sure the bees haven’t got hydrometers, but they just know when it’s 
right! Before beekeepers had hydrometers, they would just shake the section, 
and if the honey fell out, there was too much moisture content.   

Bees need a source of water. We have the stony shallows of the brook, 
but a method you can use in your garden uses another item found in the        
kitchen. The square type of flat washing up sponge put in a shallow tray of         
water, means the bees can draw up water from the sponge without getting out 
of their depth. Previously I`ve seen bees precariously crawling down the side of 
my bird water bowls until they can just dip into the water, or often they would 
come and draw water from the wet compost in my plant pots just after I`d     
watered them.  

Apparently bees can sense your mood so if you`ve had to rush to tend the bees 
for whatever reason you are likely to irritate them too, so perhaps a popular 
phrase for beekeepers and us all at this time might be “Keep Calm and Carry 
on…..!”                  
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The Chew Stoke flower & gift shop.                                            

Call in and buy cut flowers, ‘ready to go’ bouquets, 

plants, gifts and much more!  

Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm                                         

Saturday 9am to 12 noon. 

Flowers to order for weddings, funerals                                      

and special occasions         

Unit 5 Fairseat Workshops,  
Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke, BS40 8XF  

www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns 

@chewflorist    T: 01275 333095 

Local delivery available.                                  

 

A Chew Valley based business that specialises in all aspects of 
Garden Design 

Garden Landscaping 
Garden Maintenance 

 
For discussions and quotes please contact: 

 Gavin English 
Mobile: 07748968527, landline 01275 380150 

  Email: gavin@yourenglishgarden.com 

www.yourenglishgarden.com                                                                                                       

We are fully qualified and insured. References are available on request. 

http://www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns
about:blank
about:blank
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Holroyds tree cutting ad 

 

 
 

Felling 

FELLING: Dangerous or damaged tree? We can help. Many tree pruning and 

removal jobs are very unsafe for the average homeowner to do himself or herself. As 

professional Certified Arborists we have the necessary skills, equipment and fully 

insured and licensed to get the job done correctly and safely. 
 

STUMP REMOVAL: Removed a tree in the past? Can't get rid of that pesky old tree 

stump? We can completely remove your old tree stumps using powerful 

machinery.  Great if you want to free up some valuable garden space or just want to 

plant something new! 

ductions 
REDUCTIONS: Healthy trees just keep on growing! When yours gets a little out of 

hand, we can reduce the height of the tree, and the outside dimensions to make it 

more manageable and let more light into your garden. We carry out our works 

to British Standards 3998, so you can be sure we won't harm your tree... just give it a 

haircut! 

own lifts 
CROWN LIFTS: Low hanging branches getting in your way? Do you need to clear 

the branches off your property? We can remove low branches safely without 

damaging the tree so you can gain access to parts of your garden. We can lift the 

crown of your tree to your requirements 

 

We cover Bristol and the surrounding area, just give us a call 

on 07764 633 003 or send an email to holroydtgs@gmail.com if 

you'd like a quote. 
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CAFÉ    |    BISTRO    |    CATERING 

We are missing all our Chew.Kitchen friends 

and look forward to welcoming you  

back soon, for… 

Coffee brewed with love 

Cakes baked just for you 

A traditional tasty breakfast to start your 

day the right way 

Freshly prepared bistro meals 

Our famous Sunday lunches 

 

Website: www.chew.kitchen 

Email: hello@chew.kitchen 

about:blank
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TINTINNA LTD 
 

We can help get your message across, 

whatever your audience. 
 

Writing, web content, broadcast and 

print journalism, research, analysis 

and lobbying with insight. 

 
Ian and Sandy Bell 

Summerfield, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8UB. 

01275 333 128 – tintinna@aol.com 

about:blank
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Nick Houlton                  

Antique Dealer 

Valuations for Insurance,                
Probate & Family Division 

Single items or complete  

estates purchased.  

House Clearance Service 

40 Years Experience 

Telephone: 01761 462075 

or 07766 752327 

houltonnick@gmail.com 

at  LOWER SCHOOL ROOM 

(next to Bank) 

CHEW MAGNA 

FRIDAYS 10 A.M.– 11A.M. 

HOME BAKED GOODS, PRESERVES,  

SMOKED SALMON, HAM & BACON, 

CRAFT & CARDS, JEWELLERY & PLANTS 

COME AND SEE US ! 

smell and taste our new percolated coffee! 

 toasted teacakes, home made sweet  

and savoury snacks to buy.   

“chew valley country market” 
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