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Pilates Classes 
run by Emma Charlton at  

 

Butcombe Village Hall 

Pilates is an exercise & it is   

suitable for most people. 

Pilates can help you to  

improve your flexibility, help you gain 
strength & help you relax. 

The classes are small & friendly 

Please contact me if you would  

like to come along to a class. 

emmacharltonpilates@gmail.com 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE                    
Suitable for private parties,     

group activities etc.                              

Regular Hire / Single Event Hire        
Modern kitchen and toilet facilities,            

bar area and stage                                                             
to see information about the hall, to view 

our calendar for availability see  

chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
FFI phone 07584 425148 or online 

C_boardman@icloud.com  

 

 

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL VILLAGE HALL   

is situated in a beautiful rural  location with amazing views! It is an ideal venue for all types of        

functions and occasions,  having  extensive parking, level access,  full disabled facilities, fully fitted 

kitchen, video/audio system and children’s play area..  

To book or for more details,  please visit our Facebook page 

or call  01761 462391 

http://www.chewstokechurchhall.co.uk/
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MICHAEL W.  ROWE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

A family business offering                                  

personal service day or night 

 

Rest Room facilities 

 

                                             

2 The Vinery, Harford Square             

Chew Magna, BS40 8RD 

michaelrowefunerals@outlook.com 

Telephone: 01275 332565 
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Chew Stoke Parish Council 

 

Vice– Chairperson:            

Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Council  

Chew Stoke Church Hall 

      Bookings: chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 

Nempnett Thrubwell Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Toddler group                                               

 

Scouts/cubs/beavers 

U3A Intermediate Bridge    

Bowling Club 

Chew Stoke Golf Society   

Cricket Club 

Drama Club 

Chew Stoke School   

 
Chew Valley School   

Chew Valley Leisure Centre 

Chew Valley Lake Sailing Club 

Hub in the Pub  
ative@ageukbanes.co.uk  

Chew Valley Choral Society   

Chew Stoke Film Club   

Harvest Home  
www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk   

Litton Art Club (@ Chew Stoke) 

Chairperson: 

Clerk: 

 

Clerk: 

Chairperson: 

Bookings Sec.: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Headteacher: 

Chair/Governors: 

Headteacher: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dick Raffety 

Catherine Parkman 

Jeff Dowson 

A Johnstone 

Pete Wring 

C. Boardman         

Gill Ford  

Hazel Wedlake 

Sara Hindlle   
 

gsl.chewstoke@gmail.com 

Michelle Stagg  

Martyn Edmonds  

Nigel Roberts 

Ro Masters 

Andrew Tromans  

Ben Hewett  

Gill Baker 
 

Gareth Beynon 

 
Allen Marsh 

Kate Tate    
 

Helen Boyde  

Kim Heath 

Nick Baker 
 

Anne Holloman                         
 

                                                                                                                             

01275 331102 

07779 592328  

01275 332911 

07771 763557 

01275 333720 

07584 425148 

01761 462391   

01275 332812  

07798 922683   

 
01275 333086                     

01275 474729  

01275 333516  

01275 331229 

07710 163743 

01275 332354   

01275 333753 
 

01275 332272  

01275 333375  

01275 331143 

01225 484510 
 

01275 333014  

01275 331711 

01275 333753 
 

01275 333143 

                                                                                                                             

*******      USEFUL CONTACTS      ****** 

MAGAZINE CONTACTS AND DEADLINES 
   

Got some news? Want to advertise an event or your business?                           
You can get in touch with us either by                                             

Email: chewstokemag@gmail.com                            
or contacting the Editor:                                                                          

Cynthia K Troup 01275 333002                                                 
Handwritten entries can be delivered to Cynthia at                                                                

Fairwood, Pilgrims Way, Chew Stoke  

Distribution: The McDonald Family                                                             

Tel 01275 333130  Email suzanne@mcdonaldmccall.com  

The copy deadline for the                                                              
July 2020 edition will be 

Friday 19th  June 
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Services include:  Dog Walking  

Overnight Boarding               

 Doggy Day Care 
• Pet/Home Visits  

 

Small Pet Boarding  •  

  
 

House Sitting                    Contact Vicki Morris 
chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk             

07895 507189 

There has never been a better time to send a card 

to friends and loved ones. 

 

Flamingo Paperie sell Greetings cards , Gift Wrap 

and Crafts  100% produced in the UK 

Free Delivery in the Chew Valley and surrounding 

areas  

Please contact me  Catherine Parkman                   

01275 332947 or cjparkman@hotmail.co.uk 

Facebook  Pink Pineapple Cards                              

Alternatively, shop online 

www.pinkpineapplecards.co.uk 

YEOFIT CLASSES HAVE 
GONE ONLINE WITH 

ZOOM – JOIN US! 

* PILATES for core 
strength   *YOGA to stretch and 

destress 

 *BODY CONDITIONING to tone 
and get fit 

*BARRE fitness and dance 
*AEROBICS beginners *ZUMBA 

For info and to book: http://
lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk           

Email lynne.joyner1@gmail.com  

 Tel 07748 963297  

mailto:chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk
mailto:cjparkman@hotmail.co.uk
http://lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk
http://lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk
mailto:lynne.joyner1@gmail.com


10 

WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Rector       in vacancy 

Associate Priests    The Rev. Sandy Munday          01275 331060 

                        (on duty Sunday, Monday & Tuesday) 

        The Rev. Sandra Lovern   01275 332657 
                        (on duty Thursday until Sunday) 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Parish Office  Mon, Weds, Fri 9am –1pm  Lakesidegroupoffice@gmail.com 01275 331061 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Churchwardens: Chew Stoke: Andrew Troup 01275 333002 

                                                      Alison Hoddell 01275 332421 

      Nempnett Thrubwell:  Rosemary Porter 01761 462571 

                           Nick Houlton 01761 462075 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Capt. Bellringers:               Chew Stoke:   John Bone        01275 332328 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:  Andrew Ball          01275 472356 

Churchyard Maintenance:  Chew Stoke: Anne Summers  01275 333812 

          Nempnett Thrubwell: Nick Houlton            01761 462075 

Chew Stoke Childrens Group: Tina Kilroy, Angela White, Angela Hurford,                             
         Sheila  Limburn, Heather Patch, Cynthia Troup  
          

Magazine:  Editorial: Cynthia Troup   

  Distribution:           Suzanne Macdonald & Joanne Stephenson 
 

Covenant Secretary: Nempnett Thrubwell:    Nick Houlton 

Deanery Synod Reps: Chew Stoke:                  Jessica McInnes 

                                                                                            Jerry Moorhouse 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:       Rosemary Porter 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PCC Secretaries:  

Chew Stoke: Jessica McInnes     Nempnett Thrubwell: Alison Howard 

PCC Treasurers:  

Chew Stoke: Peter Jameson  Nempnett Thrubwell:  Nick Houlton 

PCC members:  

Chew Stoke  :   

 

Nempnett Thrubwell: 

_Sidesmen Chew Stoke:  Mesdames  Limburn, Patch, Manville, Sommerville,  Theobald, Troup 

               and Down                                                                                                

           Messrs:  Jameson, Murrant, Penna, Soper, Kilroy. 
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CHURCH  NEWS     

Message  from the Rev. Sandra Lovern 

At this time of Crisis… 
 
What should be our response to this crisis gripping so many parts of the world 
and changing our lives in ways most of us would never have envisaged? Per-
haps we shall only really know when the worst is over. However that may be, it is 
true that we are called at all times to be there for others. 
 

Jesus was once asked, “Teacher, which commandment in the law [of the Bible] is 
the greatest?” Jesus answered that firstly, we are to love God with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and secondly, love our neighbour as well as we love 
ourselves (Mark 12:30-31). I believe we can do a great deal worse than adopt 
that piece of wisdom, because it offers a way of life for now, and a roadmap for 
the future. 
 

It is heartening to see the way that so many people are rediscovering the sheer 
pleasure of spending more time communicating with one another at this time, 
albeit remotely in most cases. It is joyful to find neighbours becoming new 
friends, as almost all who can do so offer their time and effort to help others who 
are in isolation or need. It is wonderful and humbling to see our keyworkers, 
across the spectrum from supermarket workers to front line NHS staff, willingly 
serving us, even at the risk of their own lives. 
 

No doubt all that will continue until, please God, we find a way forward, fulfilling 
the commandment to love and serve; but my hope and prayer is that we will not 
forget too soon, and do not slip back into old ways or allow ourselves to be 
caught up into the over busy, over pressured lives that the modern world lures us 
into. I pray that instead, and together, we determine to cherish and grow this new 
spirit of loving togetherness to build a new and better future. 
 

A final thought: From various conversations, I know that some of you who are in 
self-isolation or fully shielding feel a niggle of guilt that you can play no part in 
helping others. Some even feel they are an extra burden and find it hard to ask 
for help. Please, take on board Jesus’ full commandment to us, to love ourselves 
as well as our neighbour. Many Christians, finding such an idea somehow im-
modest or selfish, find it hard to accept that Jesus really does want us to do so, 
but he does! We must do so, it’s a commandment, not a choice, and if that 
means our only role now is to allow others to serve us, so be it. And don’t forget 
that in staying safe, we are one less case for health workers to care for; that’s our 
service for now. 
 

May you know God’s love, strength and peace at this time, both you and your 
loved ones. 
 

Every blessing, 
Sandra. 
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Sadly, we are still not able to hold services in the 
Church.  As last month therefore, we are sending 
you details of the Collects, Psalm and Readings for 
the Sundays in June, in case you would like to look 
at them.     

 
Revd. Sandy Munday continues to take services on-line and there is a web-
site where people can register (free) to attend at 10.30am on Sunday            
mornings for the foreseeable future: https://meditationchapel.org/.   

Diocesan On-line services can be found at https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/: 

On Wednesday mornings every week at 10.30am there will be a live-

streamed  

Eucharistic service led by Bishop Peter or Bishop Ruth. Each Sunday there 

will be available a reflection on the weekly lectionary readings. This will be 

pre-recorded and also offered as printed text. It is available on the website 

by Tuesday each week.  

The Diocese of Bath & Wells – Go Team ( Youth & Children Ministry)

provides activities for Children:  

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-children/  
 

If you or anyone you know needs pastoral support during the current lock-
down, please contact Rev. Sandy Munday (Sunday – Tuesday  Telephone: 
331060) or Rev. Sandra Lovern (Thursday – Sunday Telephone: 

332657).  Alternatively leave a message with the churchwardens or the 
Lakeside Office Administrator, Alison Hill. 

St Andrew’s 
Church 

The new website for the Lakeside Group of Churches 
including St Andrew’s Church, Chew Stoke, has now gone live and can be 

found at: https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-
chew-stoke/  

This website provides details of on-line services,  contributors’ ‘favourite hymns’ 
and prayers and readings for each Sunday.  It also provides information on how 
you can arrange a wedding, baptism or funeral, church policies, who to contact 
for information – and more. 

https://meditationchapel.org/
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-children/
https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/
https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/
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Diary of Special Events at St Andrew's June 2020 
 We have received guidance from our Bishops setting out a road map for the     
future but they are not contemplating opening up the Church building in the near 
future.  At present therefore it is not possible to hold wedding or baptisms but  
funerals can be arranged in the churchyard with social distancing in 
place.        Please contact Sandy or Sandra if you wish to discuss this.   
Watch out for notification of a new date for the Annual Parochial Church Council 
when restrictions are eased. 

COLLECTS                                                                                                        
Sunday 7th Trinity Sunday 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have 
given us your servants grace, by the 
confession of a true faith, to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal 
Trinity and in the power of the divine 
majesty to worship the Unity: keep us 
steadfast in this faith, that we may ever-
more be defended from all adversities. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Sunday 14th 
O God, the strength of all those who put 
their trust in you, mercifully accept our 
prayers and because through the weak-
ness of our mortal nature we can do no 
good thing without you, grant us the 
help of your grace, that in the keeping of 
your commandments we may please 
you both in will and deed. Through  
Jesus Christ our Lord  
Sunday 21st 
Lord, you have taught us that all our 
doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 
hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted 
dead before you. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Sunday 28th 
Almighty God, you have broken the  
tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of 
your Son into our hearts whereby we 
call you Father: give us grace to  
dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

 

READINGS & PSALM 

 

 
Isaiah 40. 12-17,27-end 

2 Corinthians 13.11 –end 
Matthew 28. 16-20 

Psalm 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Exodus 19. 2-8a 
Romans 5. 1-8 
Matthew 9-23 

Psalm 100  
 

 

 

 

 
Jeremiah 20. 7-13 
Romans 6. 1b-11 

Matthew 10. 24-39 
Psalm 69-vv 14-20  

 

 

 

 
Jeremiah 28. 5-9 

Romans 6. 12-end 
Matthew 10. 40-end 
Psalm 89 vv 8-18  
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SCHOOL  NEWS 

Have you been clearing out your house during the lock-down?

Found any old photos, plans, books or documents about 
Chew Stoke? 

If you have anything of interest that we could copy or photo-
graph to use as part of the record of our history, we would be 
really pleased to hear from you.  We are planning to store and 

display documents, artefacts and photographs in the Church for 
future generations.  Alison & Andrew – Churchwardens,                

St Andrew’s, Chew Stoke 
 

On-line Donations:  Update 
We have now set up an on-line 'Donations' page for St Andrew's Church, 
Chew Stoke, to allow us to make contributions on-line. We are having to 
cover the running costs of both the church and the hall without the income 
from collections, events and weddings during the lock-down so any       d    
onations would be really welcome. Please donate if you wish via our web-
site https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/            

You can of course continue to donate via cheque to Peter Jameson, the 
treasurer or by making a bank transfer on-line via the St. Andrew's bank 
account.    Our bank details are as follows:                                                                                 
Account: Parochial Council of St Andrew’s, Chew Stoke                                                                       
Sort code: 60-05-22                                                                                                                                      
Account number: 71246215  and PLEASE, PLEASE give your name as the 
payment reference.                                                                                                                                     
Many thanks for your continuing support. 

 

Top Marks for Chew Stoke Church School 

It was top marks for Chew Stoke Church School when they were inspected 
in March. As a church school the school receives a SIAMS (Statutory          
Inspection of Anglican & Methodist Schools) inspection  every five years. 
The inspection is similar to an Ofsted inspection and focuses on seven key 
areas. These are: 

-Vision and Leadership 
-Wisdom, Knowledge and skills 
-Character Development: Hope, Aspiration and Courageous Advocacy 
-Community and Living Well Together 
-Dignity and Respect 
-The impact of Collective Worship 
-RE 

https://lakesidegroup.org.uk/churches/st-andrews-chew-stoke/
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The SIAMS inspector looked at a vast range of evidence before         
visiting the school, this was then followed up with a very detailed and 
focussed day in the school. During the day the inspector spoke to      
parents, governors, children and staff, he also attended morning           
Worship and carried out learning walks to gather his evidence. 

The inspection was extremely rigorous and we were all extremely proud 
to be awarded the top grade of excellent in all seven areas. If you 
would like to find out more about our inspection please do take a look at 
the schools website where you will find a link to the inspection report. 

Thank You to our Superheroes! 

They might be learning from home but that hasn’t stopped the children 
from Owl Class, Chew Stoke Church School from learning about Super-
heroes past and present. Whilst the School has remained open – even 
during the Easter Holidays for children of key workers - the rest of 
the children have been carrying on their learning via the internet, with 
work being set on a regular basis by their class teachers. Owl Class, 
Years 1 and 2  have been learning about famous nurses form the past 
including; Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacoll and Edith Cavell and have 
been relating this to modern day nursing and hospitals. As a tribute to 
all of the Superheroes who have been looking after us during the lock-
down, the children have coloured posters for key workers, dressed up 
as their superheroes and these photos have been put together in a class 
video.  

You can see the children’s  finished 
video on the Chew Stoke Church 
School Facebook page.  

 Thank you Key Workers! 

 

 

Pictured: A Superhero ‘Doctor’ 
from Owl Class. 
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Gadget Busters - Help Line phone sessions during the  
Coronavirus pandemic 

Organised by Chew Valley Gadget Busters 
 

On-line 1.30 - 3.30 pm  5th June and 19th June 
 

Do you want to communicate visually or play games on-line with your 
friends and family during self-isolation, but don't know how? Worried 
about how to order supermarket deliveries on-line?  Do you have  
difficulty using your laptop, iPad, tablet, phone or digital camera? 
 
Email cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com, who are here to help.  We will be 
holding phone sessions on the first and third Fridays of each month 
until it is safe to resume face to face sessions.  Simply  E-mail your 
query and your phone number by midday on Friday 5th of June or  
Friday 19th June and one of our friendly volunteers will get back to 
you during the 2 hour on-line  sessions. 
Even if you have no specific query, send us your email address and 
we will keep you up to date with what extra support we are offering 
during this period.  

Chew Stoke Parish Council  May Meeting  Report 
 
During this Covid 19 Pandemic, the Parish Council are unable to meet and we are holding 
our monthly meetings by Zoom. Meeting ID and Password are listed on the agendas posted 
on noticeboards.  If you are self isolating and require the details to be forwarded by email, 
then please do contact the Clerk  clerk@chewstoke.org.uk or telephone 01275 332947. 
New Councillor 
The Parish Council are pleased to welcome Mrs Carol Dyer to the Council.  Carol has previous 
Parish Council knowledge and is a welcome member to the Council 
Street name decided  
The Parish Council have been advised by BANES that the Old Garage site on Bristol Road , is 
to be named Malcolm Close, in recognition of the late Malcolm Genge who ran the garage 
from 1995. A fitting tribute we are sure you will agree. 
Compassionate Community Hub 
If you feel anxious or isolated, are concerned about getting food or medication, need emer-
gency housing or benefits support, or just want advice on keeping well, the hub is there to 
help. 
You can call the hub on 0300 247 0050. Open 7 days a week 9am – 5pm. 
Planning applications for comment by the Parish Council: 
Pagans Hill House, Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke, Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, BS40 8UF 
PC COMMENT -No Objection 
New Bridge, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, Bristol, Bath And North East Somerset, BS40 8UB 
PC Comment -No Objection 

mailto:cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@chewstoke.org.uk
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Yew Tree Farm, Breach Hill Common, Chew Stoke, Bristol, Bath And North East Somerset, 
BS40 8YG 
PC Comment -No Objection 
Site Of Chew Valley Garage, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, Bristol,  
PC Comment -The Planning Group have been in discussion with officers at B&NES. Varia-
tions to these properties have already occurred.  The Parish Council have no objection to 
these latest changes – however they will ask BANES planning to keep a very watchful eye 
on the construction of the shop which will be at the front of the site.  Variations to mate-
rials /elevations of shopfront and village clock must not be changed  
Top Cross, Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke, Bristol, Bath And North East Somerset, BS40 8UF 
PC Comment -No Objection 
St Andrews Church Hall 
Councillors are continuing discussions for draft lease proposal to a suit both Parties . 
A draft agreement version 3 has been circulated to all Councillors, which raised queries 
for discussion. 
In the first instance Cllr Raffety will inform PCC of the following queries and will await a 
response  
1. Current Climate with Covid 19 and the uncertainties of Socialising / group 

meetings/gatherings - all of which will affect revenue.  Should the negotiations 
be put on hold for now? 

2. Chew Stoke Parish Council will have the right to determine the lease at any time 
during the course of the term. / Unconditional Break Clause 

3.    Term of lease to be longer than 15 years  
4.    Remove request of free Hall Use by the PCC 
PV Farm  
Cllr Raffety gave information to Councillors on a suggested PV Farm on land kindly  
donated by Brian Westaway. Information has been received from Bristol & West  
Community energy who organise and plan green and non-invasive solar panel  
installations. Chelwood Community has a successful scheme with Money being raised 
through community investment, with shareholders receiving a guaranteed income of 4%. 
We await further information. 
Bristol Airport – Application for designation as a coordinated airport . Consultation open 
until 26th June.    
Consideration and response from Parish Council to be deferred to June meeting. 
Local Plan update – Consultation Response has been delegated to The Planning Group on 

behalf of the Parish Council. 

Please see www. chewstoke.org.uk for further information. 
 

Parish Council Report Contd. 
2 Home Orchard, Chew Stoke, Bristol, Bath And North East Somerset, BS40 8UZ 
(Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Development). 
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Pimms and your Favourite Hymns 
 
Normally in June, we hold an evening service plus drinks & nibbles, 
Hymns and Pimms, to thank everybody who helps w ith the 
Church in any way.  The  
service is organised around a selection of favourite hymns selected 
by members of the congregation. 
 
We would now normally be asking people to identify their favourite 
hymns, in preparation for this annual thanksgiving service but of 
course we will not be able to hold it this month.   
But it would be lovely if some of you could identify your favourite 
hymns so that we are ready for the thanksgiving service when we 
are able to meet again in the Church building.                     

Please send suggestions to Alison Hill at the Lakeside Office 
(Lakesidegroupoffice.gmail.com) or Alison Hoddell 

(alison.hoddell@gmail.com).  
 

Birthday Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Hasell recently celebrated her 100th Birthday in “Lockdown“ 
Mary was born at North Chew Farm, Chew Magna & has lived all her life in 
the Chew Valley. 
On leaving school she worked for the Auctioneers William King & Sons until 
her marriage to Maurice Hasell in 1942 living then at Spring Farm, Bishop 
Sutton, now in the Chew Valley Lake, then moving to Woodbarn Farm and on 
retirement to Chew Stoke. 
Mary wishes to thank all those who kindly sent greetings and flowers to mark 
her Centenary. 
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Bee keeping from a distance!  Hazel Wedlake 
 
Since real beekeepers are particularly busy just 
now, I thought I could share some of the things 
that intrigued me about bees, but getting it right 
turns out to be a risky business - so here are just a 
few observations with frequent reference to the 
book! 
I was just interested to see one day in March the 
bees bringing in bright orange pollen in their  
pollen sacs on their back legs. Different plants  

provide different colour pollen which I thought determined the colour of 
the honey but it is in fact the nectar that determines colour and flavour. 
The pollen is used with the nectar to feed the brood and is stored in cells 
which surround the larvae.     
A university study found bees favour tree blossom perhaps because there 
is all they need in one destination. Horse Chestnut has brick red pollen 
and its possible the bright yellow honey we had last year might have been 
from Pussy Willow.  
The first batch of honey this year at the end of March was very light and 
our neighbour told us he had seen the bees foraging on the Blackthorn 
hedge. The earliest source of pollen would probably have been our snow-
drops with the latest being Ivy in November though Ivy and Oil seed rape 
to a lesser extent, have the disadvantage of setting hard in the cells  
making it difficult for bees and beekeepers to extract it.  Luckily we don`t 
have any oil seed rape close by though plenty of Ivy, which also produces 
useful winter berries for the birds, and likewise the holly which I could 
hear the bees working on just last week.  I keep a lot of Pulmonaria 
(Jerusalem Cowslip) as an early Bumble bee favourite and it seems like 
most of the invasive weeds like purple vetch and woundwort are also very 
attractive to bees, which puts me in the dilemma of whether to weed or 
not to weed! 

The beekeepers job is to control swarming including keeping 
enough space in the hive by various means. When it does occur though, I 
was amused to read that in the days preceding the workers feed the queen 
less and less to make sure she`s fit enough to fly!               
 Unfortunately, a high percentage of swarms perish if not retrieved by a 
beekeeper, possibly through lack of suitable habitat, food or poor weather 
conditions. 
Beekeepers may have a “bait hive” ready for any swarms that come their 
way. 
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Bee Keeping Cont. 
I`m told before swarming, scout bees from the colony will come ahead 
and inspect the site. 
They walk around the area to assess size and suitability before reporting 
back to the colony and a further set of “inspectors “come to check  
before the risky decision of swarming takes place!  

Ideally, a prolonged spell of fine weather is needed for a suc-
cessful mating, so our changeable weather can be difficult for even the 
bees to judge sometimes! To ensure good progeny, the queen should 
mate with drones other than those from her hive and may mate with 10 
to 20 drones. These drones will be “hanging out” (not necessarily on a 
street corner!)  but at a designated “drone congregation area” known to 
all local colonies, anticipating young queen bees arriving in the area! A 
good time will be had by all, except that the drones then die!                    
The fertilised queen stores these millions of sperm and can produce 
eggs for about 3 years. 
That`s enough of my limited knowledge for now, but hope you enjoyed 
it!  
    A Great White Egret taken at Chew Valley Lake by Lucy Masters 
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Now for a bit of Cooking Fun!  



23 

A Legacy of Chew Stoke’s Industrial Past  

The History of Orchard House by Derek Holloman 

 
Chew Stoke today appears to be a 
tranquil rural village and it is easy 
to assume that it has always been 
so, based around a handful of 
farms and agricultural employ-
ment.  Surprisingly however in the 
18th and 19th centuries the village 
included a flourishing industrial  
area based around a number of 
complementary businesses. The 

‘Industrialisation’ of Chew Stoke largely took place in what were original-
ly orchards in the Top Cross part of the village. The area included the 
Bilbie’s clock house, foundry and bell casting site along with the Webb’s 
clock house and iron smelter, at least one blacksmith’s smithy and the 
Bush’s carpentry works which made clock cases and hung bells. 
The Bilbie family produced more than 1,350 bells, which are hung in 
churches all over the West Country. The oldest bell, cast by Edward  
Bilbie in 1698, is still giving good service in our local Church.  Edward 
Bilbie is thought to have learnt the clock-making trade from Edward 
Webb, who died in 1694. Bilbie started casting bells in 1698, and it is 
highly probable that he was also making clocks by this time.  In the late 
17th century the clock making industry thrived in the village, thanks to 
Edward Webb, Thomas Veale and Edward Bilbie, whose clock making 
was conducted alongside the bell-founding work, in part due to the 
strong brass founding industry which had developed in response to a 
healthy export demand and the abundant supply of the raw materials – 
copper and zinc – in the west. 

    Figure 1 Dippingstile in the mid-18th 
Century      

Edward I's younger son Thomas took over 
the bell and clock making businesses in 
1725, completing contracts already agreed, 
and traveling further for new ones. Between 
1725 and 1768 he was responsible for 350 
bells in churches in Somerset, Devon,  
Bristol, Dorset and Gloucestershire, with one 
in Caernarfon in Wales. 
No-one knows precisely where the original 
Bilbie foundry was located but documents 
show that in In March 1759 Thomas Bilbie 
purchased for £113 15s. the field named 

Dippingstile (Figure 1) from the Webb family; this included a large marsh 
area alongside the stream and a thin pencil of land linking this with the 
lane that was to become the Turnpike road between Bristol and Wells, 
and which is now Bristol road.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_bell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloucestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caernarfon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
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Dippingstile had been owned by the Webb family from 1700 and, although 
we don’t know why Thomas bought it, the purchase deed does mention 
that the field had some buildings. Also relevant perhaps was the field  
bordered on Little Orchard, the site of John Bush’s carpentry workshop.  
Despite a flourishing clock making and bell founding business, Thomas’s 
finances were clearly limited.  It appears to have been the women who 
kept the business on “the road” financially. Finally the Bilbies sold  
Dippingstile to Samuel Curnock in 1867 and repaid the outstanding £220 
mortgage. 
 Immediately adjacent to Dippingstile was Young Orchard, where 
John Bush had established his carpentry business with workshops and saw
-pit. Although the business provided for the village needs, no doubt  
making coffins, windows and probably furniture, it developed alongside 
the Bilbies as case makers for their clocks and as bell hangers. John Bush 
died in 1780. and the business passed to his daughter Martha and her 
husband John Mercer. They lived across the lane from Young Orchard, and 
John was also a carpenter. Around 1780 a building on the carpentry site, 
was converted into a typical mid-Georgian House, with Prince of Wales 
feathers incorporated in the portico, and which is still there today –      
today’s Orchard House.  
 Unlike the Bilbie’s the Bush-Mercer carpentry business continued to 
prosper into the 19th century, and around 1820 they extended the house, 
possibly to provide accommodation for servants. The front was rendered, 
a Regency verandah set round the portico, and the present easily dated 
windows installed. This view of Orchard House hasn’t changed. When  
Martha died the business passed to her son John, and then to her grand-
son, also John.  Repeal of the corn laws in 1846 leading to cheaper  
imported food, coupled with poor harvests, resulted in a serious agricul-
tural depression and a decline in Chew Stoke’s population as families 
moved to the towns for work.  The carpentry business declined too, and in 
1854 grandson John Bush-Mercer was declared bankrupt.  He had already 
sold the carpentry site to John Weeks, another Chew Stoke carpenter, but 
retained the remainder of Young Orchard together with his share in the 
three properties opposite, as “tenants in common” with his brother, sister 
and nephew.  The Bristol bankruptcy court assigned John’s share of assets 
to a Bath banker, George Monger, who forced the sale of the properties by 
auction 1855 (Figure 2 ) 
 

Figure 2: William Bilbie Hobbs buys Lot 3 at auction in 1855 for £130  
 

Lot 3, which included Young Orchard and one of the properties opposite 

(now Calinda cottage) was bought by William Bilbie Hobbs, Martha Hobbs 

son, who was a policeman in Bristol. He paid £140 but immediately sold 

the Young Orchard part to John Weeks for £40. We don’t know what he 

did with Calinda cottage. John Weeks also experienced difficulties with the 

carpentry business and in 1862 sold Young Orchard, the dwelling house 

and the carpenters workshop to a builder, Frederick Duke who owned the 

adjacent Little Orchard which bordered the stream (Figure 1).   
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In 1863 William Rees Mogg from Cholwell bought the carpenters work-

shops and house, including furniture, plate, glass and Linen for £295, 

which included £90 for the contents. The name ‘Albert Villa’ appears at 

this time, no doubt reflecting the outpouring of national grief that followed 

the death of Prince Albert in 1861.  But William Rees Mogg’s ownership 

was short lived, and in 1864, jointly with his neighbour Frederick Duke, he 

sold Albert Villa and Little and Young Orchards to a Bristol solicitor, William 

Williams and his client Richard Newman.  Two years later they offered the 

property for sale, which was bought by Samuel Curnock of nearby Ubley, 

who the following year bought adjacent Dippingstile, and combined the 

two properties, which remained unchanged until the 1960’s. 

 The depression in farming caused the population of Chew Stoke to 

decline resulting in some derelict houses and static property prices. But by 

the 1870’s wealth created by the innovative Victorian manufacturing  

industry in cities like Bristol, coupled with improved transport  

infrastructure, meant professional and managerial people could afford to 

live in Chew Stoke yet work in Bristol. Inevitably property prices rose and 

by 1870 Samuel was able to sell Albert Villa to Joseph King, a member of 

long established local family, for £700.   

The next change in ownership took place in 1921, when Albert Villa was 

offered for sale by auction as a “Desirable Country Residence”. It was 

bought by Captain Morgan who changed the name to Orchard House and 

established a veterinary practice, which remained under different vets  

until 1975. 

 On several occasions in the late 1960’s the then vet, a Mr Clark,  

submitted planning applications to build several houses, and a veterinary 
surgery, on land bordering the stream.  
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These were all refused, but eventually two bungalows were allowed on 

what had been the Little Orchard site. Money from the sale of the land 

enabled Mr Clark to extend Orchard House to provide a new surgery 

downstairs and a flat for his mother-in-law upstairs. In 1975 Mr Clark 

ended his business and sold Orchard House to Captain Bill Young who 

commanded banana boats sailing from Avonmouth, and his wife        

Dorothy. The house needed extensive refurbishment, and when this was 

completed the Youngs began a Bed and Breakfast business. In 1985 the 

Young’s sold Orchard House to the present owners, the Hollomon family, 

who continue the guest house business to the present day.  

 

The history of Orchard House is an example of a trend in many rural   

villages, whereby the use of land and buildings has changed over time, 

from agricultural to industrial and then, in the 20th century, to use as a 

base for the provision of professional services and finally to support   

rural tourism. 

This year’s Chew Valley 10k was cancelled due to 
Coronavirus, but organisers say that a new virtual 
10k event is proving a huge success. During May 
and June existing and new entrants (including 

junior runners aged 18 and under) are encouraged to complete 10km however they wish. 
They can run, walk or cycle, doing it either in one session or over a few days. The event has 
been hugely successful with over 100 new virtual entries, and more than 50 runners posting 
their times and photos so far.  
All proceeds from the virtual run will cover costs, ensuring it remains viable to run next year 
in support of main beneficiary charities NICU Support, Chew Valley School Society,                         
The Lymphoma Research Trust and Bishop Sutton School Society as well as benefitting many 
other local community organisations.  
So how does it work? 
Existing entrants are automatically transferred to the virtual run. Anyone can enter and   
organisers are hoping many will choose to do so as an opportunity to get fit and benefit 
mental health. All entrants will receive an official Chew Valley 10k 2020 medal once the 
event closes at the end of June.  
Entry charges are reduced - the Junior Virtual CV10k ticket for under 18’s (no minimum age) 
costs £7 (including a CV10k 2020 bespoke medal) and the Adult Virtual CV10k ticket costs 
£10 (this includes a CV10k 2020 bespoke medal and CV10k 500ml sports bottle). 
Facebook, Twitter @chewvalley10k and Instagram. 
All details can be found at www.chewvalley10k.co.uk. Follow the event on social media at 
Facebook, Twitter @chewvalley10k and Instagram. 

http://www.chewvalley10k.co.uk/
http://www.milkbanks.co.uk/
https://www.chewvalleyschool.co.uk/TheSchoolSociety/
https://www.lymphoma-research-trust.org.uk/
https://www.bishopsuttonstantondrew.co.uk/
http://www.chewvalley10k.co.uk
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The Chew Stoke flower & gift shop.                                            

Call in and buy cut flowers, ‘ready to go’ bouquets, 

plants, gifts and much more!  

Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm                                         

Saturday 9am to 12 noon. 

Flowers to order for weddings, funerals                                      

and special occasions         

Unit 5 Fairseat Workshops,  
Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke, BS40 8XF  

www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns 

@chewflorist    T: 01275 333095 

Local delivery available.                                  

 

A Chew Valley based business that specialises in all aspects of 
Garden Design 

Garden Landscaping 
Garden Maintenance 

 
For discussions and quotes please contact: 

 Gavin English 
Mobile: 07748968527, landline 01275 380150 

  Email: gavin@yourenglishgarden.com 

www.yourenglishgarden.com                                                                                                       

We are fully qualified and insured. References are available on request. 

http://www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns
about:blank
about:blank
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Holroyds tree cutting ad 

 

 
 

Felling 

FELLING: Dangerous or damaged tree? We can help. Many tree pruning and 

removal jobs are very unsafe for the average homeowner to do himself or herself. As 

professional Certified Arborists we have the necessary skills, equipment and fully 

insured and licensed to get the job done correctly and safely. 
 

STUMP REMOVAL: Removed a tree in the past? Can't get rid of that pesky old tree 

stump? We can completely remove your old tree stumps using powerful 

machinery.  Great if you want to free up some valuable garden space or just want to 

plant something new! 

ductions 
REDUCTIONS: Healthy trees just keep on growing! When yours gets a little out of 

hand, we can reduce the height of the tree, and the outside dimensions to make it 

more manageable and let more light into your garden. We carry out our works 

to British Standards 3998, so you can be sure we won't harm your tree... just give it a 

haircut! 

own lifts 
CROWN LIFTS: Low hanging branches getting in your way? Do you need to clear 

the branches off your property? We can remove low branches safely without 

damaging the tree so you can gain access to parts of your garden. We can lift the 

crown of your tree to your requirements 

 

We cover Bristol and the surrounding area, just give us a call 

on 07764 633 003 or send an email to holroydtgs@gmail.com if 

you'd like a quote. 
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CAFÉ    |    BISTRO    |    CATERING 

We are missing all our Chew.Kitchen friends 

and look forward to welcoming you  

back soon, for… 

Coffee brewed with love 

Cakes baked just for you 

A traditional tasty breakfast to start your 

day the right way 

Freshly prepared bistro meals 

Our famous Sunday lunches 

 

Website: www.chew.kitchen 

Email: hello@chew.kitchen 

about:blank


31 

TINTINNA LTD 
 

We can help get your message across, 

whatever your audience. 
 

Writing, web content, broadcast and 

print journalism, research, analysis 

and lobbying with insight. 

 
Ian and Sandy Bell 

Summerfield, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8UB. 

01275 333 128 – tintinna@aol.com 

about:blank
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Nick Houlton                  

Antique Dealer 

Valuations for Insurance,                
Probate & Family Division 

Single items or complete  

estates purchased.  

House Clearance Service 

40 Years Experience 

Telephone: 01761 462075 

or 07766 752327 

houltonnick@gmail.com 

at  LOWER SCHOOL ROOM 

(next to Bank) 

CHEW MAGNA 

FRIDAYS 10 A.M.– 11A.M. 

HOME BAKED GOODS, PRESERVES,  

SMOKED SALMON, HAM & BACON, 

CRAFT & CARDS, JEWELLERY & PLANTS 

COME AND SEE US ! 

smell and taste our new percolated coffee! 

 toasted teacakes, home made sweet  

and savoury snacks to buy.   

“chew valley country market” 
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