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Pilates Classes 
run by Emma Charlton at  

 

Butcombe Village Hall 

Pilates is an exercise & it is   

suitable for most people. 

Pilates can help you to  

improve your flexibility, help you gain 
strength & help you relax. 

The classes are small & friendly 

Please contact me if you would  

like to come along to a class. 

emmacharltonpilates@gmail.com 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE                    
Suitable for private parties,     

group activities etc.                              

Regular Hire / Single Event Hire        
Modern kitchen and toilet facilities,            

bar area and stage                                                             
to see information about the hall, to view 
our calendar for availability and to book 

phone 07583 289965 or online    

louseaman@gmail.com                                                           

chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 
 

 

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL VILLAGE HALL   

is situated in a beautiful rural  location with amazing views! It is an ideal venue for all types of        

functions and occasions,  having  extensive parking, level access,  full disabled facilities, fully fitted 

kitchen, video/audio system and children’s play area..  

To book or for more details,  please visit our Facebook page 

or call  01761 462391 

http://www.chewstokechurchhall.co.uk/
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MICHAEL W.  ROWE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

A family business offering                                  

personal service day or night 

 

Rest Room facilities 

 

                                             

2 The Vinery, Harford Square             

Chew Magna, BS40 8RD 

michaelrowefunerals@outlook.com 

Telephone: 01275 332565 



6 



7 



8 

Chew Stoke Parish Council 

 

Vice– Chairperson:            

Nempnett Thrubwell Parish Council  

Chew Stoke Church Hall 

      Bookings: chewstokechurchhall.org.uk 

Nempnett Thrubwell Village Hall 

Women’s Institute 

Toddler group                                               

 

Scouts/cubs/beavers 

U3A Intermediate Bridge    

Bowling Club 

Chew Stoke Golf Society   

Cricket Club 

Drama Club 

Chew Stoke School   

 
Chew Valley School   

Chew Valley Leisure Centre 

Chew Valley Lake Sailing Club 

Hub in the Pub  
ative@ageukbanes.co.uk  

Chew Valley Choral Society   

Chew Stoke Film Club   

Harvest Home  
www.chewstokeharvesthome.org.uk   

 

Chairperson: 

Clerk: 

 

Clerk: 

Chairperson: 

Bookings Sec.: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Headteacher: 

Chair/Governors: 

Headteacher:                         

Dick Raffety 

Catherine Parkman 

Jeff Dowson 

A Johnstone 

Pete Wring 

Louise Seaman          

Gill Ford  

Hazel Wedlake 

Sara Hindlle   
 

gsl.chewstoke@gmail.com 

Michelle Stagg  

Martyn Edmonds  

Nigel Roberts 

Ro Masters 

Andrew Tromans  

Ben Hewett  

Gill Baker 
 

Gareth Beynon 

 
Allen Marsh 

Kate Tate    

Helen Boyde  

Kim Heath 

Nick Baker 

 

                                                                                                                             

01275 331102 

07779 592328  

01275 332911 

07771 763557 

01275 333720 

07583 289965 

01761 462391   

01275 332812  

07798 922683   

 
01275 333086                      

01275 474729  

01275 333516  

01275 331229 

07710 163743 

01275 332354   

01275 333753 

01275 332272  

01275 333375  

01275 331143 

01225 484510 

01275 333014  
 

01275 331711 

01275 333753 

01225 232 401 

 

                                                                                                                             

*******      USEFUL CONTACTS      ****** 

MAGAZINE CONTACTS AND DEADLINES 
  

 Got some news? Want to advertise an event or your business?                           

You can get in touch with us either by                                              

Email: chewstokemag@gmail.com                                    
or contacting the Editor:                                                                          

Cynthia K Troup 01275 333002                                                 
Handwritten entries can be delivered to Cynthia at                                                                
Fairwood, Pilgrims Way, Chew Stoke  

Distribution: The McDonald Family                                                             

Tel 01275 333130  Email suzanne@mcdonaldmccall.com  

The copy deadline for the                                                              
May 2020 edition will be 

Friday 17th April 



9 

 

 

Want to be fitter, stronger, healthier …….than you have ever been? 
Come to classes at Yeofit –Yeo Valley HQ Gym 
* Top level, top qualified, friendly instructors 
* http://www.blueskysportsphysio.co.uk/, Yoga and Pilates classes 
* Classes to suit all ages and abilities – for men and women 
* Spinning, Boxercise, YeoPower, Circuits, Zumba, Aerobics 
* Post-Natal class: Bring your baby too! Alexander Technique class 
* Exercise referral sessions to help with health conditions like 
   diabetes, high blood-pressure, mental health and joint issues. BMI >30 
* The venue is light/airy with stunning views 
* Come with a friend/make friends - Come to the beautiful canteen after 
    Personal Training: Louise 07919 416927 or Dan Edney 07557 308579 

 

 
                                                  

 

 

Services include:  Dog Walking  

Overnight Boarding               

 Doggy Day Care 
• Pet/Home Visits  

 

Small Pet Boarding  •  

  
 

House Sitting                    Contact Vicki Morris 
chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk             

07895 507189 

 

Contact Lynne Joyner 07748 963297 for information                                                                

E: Lynne.joyner1@gmail.com  W: http://lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk 

 

 

 

If you would like to advertise  

here for the year 2020  

for a very reasonable rate, 

contact the editor 

at 

chewstokemag@gmail.com 

about:blank
mailto:chewvalley@friendsforpets.co.uk
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH 

Rector       in vacancy 

Associate Priests    The Rev. Sandy Munday          01275 331060 

                        (on duty Sunday, Monday & Tuesday) 

        The Rev. Sandra Lovern   01275 332657 
                        (on duty Thursday until Sunday) 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Parish Office  Mon, Weds, Fri 9am –1pm  Lakesidegroupoffice@gmail.com 01275 331061 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Churchwardens: Chew Stoke: Andrew Troup 01275 333002 

                                                      Alison Hoddell 01275 332421 

      Nempnett Thrubwell:  Rosemary Porter 01761 462571 

                           Nick Houlton 01761 462075 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Capt. Bellringers:               Chew Stoke:   John Bone        01275 332328 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:  Andrew Ball          01275 472356 

Churchyard Maintenance:  Chew Stoke: Anne Summers  01275 333812 

          Nempnett Thrubwell: Nick Houlton            01761 462075 

Chew Stoke Childrens Group: Tina Kilroy, Angela White, Angela Hurford,                             
         Sheila  Limburn, Heather Patch, Cynthia Troup  
          

Magazine:  Editorial: Cynthia Troup   

  Distribution:           Suzanne Macdonald & Joanne Stephenson 
 

Covenant Secretary: Nempnett Thrubwell:    Nick Houlton 

Deanery Synod Reps: Chew Stoke:                  Jessica McInnes 

                                                                                            Jerry Moorehouse 

   Nempnett Thrubwell:       Rosemary Porter 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PCC Secretaries:  

Chew Stoke: Jessica McInnes     Nempnett Thrubwell: Alison Howard 

PCC Treasurers:  

Chew Stoke: Peter Jameson  Nempnett Thrubwell:  Nick Houlton 

PCC members:  

Chew Stoke  :   

 

Nempnett Thrubwell: 

_Sidesmen Chew Stoke:  Mesdames  Limburn, Patch, Manville, Sommerville,  Theobald, Troup 

               and Down                                                                                                

           Messrs:  Jameson, Murrant, Penna, Soper, Kilroy. 
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CHURCH  NEWS     

Not the Rector’s Letter 

This month, and with the permission of our Archdeacon, our front page is given 
over to a thoughtful and thought-provoking letter from one of our Lakeside  
parishioners. I pray that you will all consider carefully the points raised, as it 
could be a valuable discussion point between us as we seek God’s will for the 
future of our church communities: 

Jesus Bids us Shine 

'You in your small corner and I in mine'? 

As we look forward to Holy Week and Easter Day we contemplate the Cross, that 
powerful symbol of our Christian faith on which Jesus died in agony for our sins. 
The cross however only has meaning if it is seen alongside the empty tomb. 
Without the empty tomb there can be no new life in Christ.  This is what sets 
Christianity apart from all other religions. 

 The Lakeside Group is 'In Vacancy'. Our previous Rector has retired and we 
face an indeterminate period of time before the appointment of a new Rector. It 
is possible – even probable – that we shall be In Vacancy for a period in excess of 
two years. What a glorious opportunity to take a good hard look at ourselves, 
our faith, our Christian practice, our past and our future. What does our faith 
actually mean? How do we translate faith into action? It's easy to be a Christian 
on Sundays but what about Mondays to Saturdays? 

 Six parishes – six PCC's – six church buildings that are very expensive 
to run and maintain.  At heart, most of us want to retain our church and 
our individuality and, accepting some modest tinkering with groupings 
and boundaries, to continue more or less as we are. It seems to me that in 
the Lakeside Group of Churches we all spend far too much time and effort 
in dealing with the needs of our buildings and far too little time dealing 
with the needs of God's children, the poor, the hungry, the homeless, the  

oppressed, the rejected.    

Any examination of our church finances will, I suspect, reveal a bleak and 
precarious outlook.  Without the sterling efforts of a few fund raisers we 
would all be close to insolvency – we are almost 'running on empty'.   

No matter how fancifully we might present this reality, no matter how we 
might wrap it up in some glossy group profile, this is what we are offering 
to whoever is moved by God to become our next Rector. Continued overleaf 
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There are, I think, some very hard and basic questions we need to ask our-
selves. 
1. Do we need six churches? 
2. Bearing in mind the age demographic, how many of our existing        

congregations will be active in five to ten years? 
3. In relation to 2 above, will we be able to sustain, let alone increase, the 

income necessary to remain solvent? 
4. Is it really God's will that we should continue the “you in your small   

corner and I in mine” pattern?     
 

You might say “But you're ignoring the possibility of a Spirit led revival; you're 
being unduly pessimistic; you're not taking into account the potential for 
growth inherent in all the new housing in the area.” Yes, there are possibilities 
for growth and I pray every day that the Holy Spirit will work within and 
through us to bring more people to a knowledge of Christ, but God works in 
and through people and we are the Church, the Body of Christ.    
 

I truly believe that God is challenging us to become a much more proactive 
Christian community; to be much more outward looking towards the needy, 
both locally and in the wider world, to be mission oriented rather than  
buildings oriented. 
 

At present we are a Group in name only. Yes, some of us join with other 
churches in the group to celebrate Patronal Festivals and an occasional Group 
service but these occasions apart, we retreat into our safe, comfortable and 
secure “small corner.” 
 

Do we need six churches?     
 

We would all hate to see the demise of our own parish church but, in reality 
this is probably going to be the fate  of one or two within the next five to ten 
years due to falling numbers and lack of income. What better time to consider, 
discuss and pray for God's guidance than now, as we seek to attract a new 
Rector. If by accepting that we cannot continue as we are; if we accept that 
radical changes are necessary, we could create a vibrant worshipping Christian 
community committed to mission and outreach. A radical change such as I am 
advocating will take courage, sacrifice and commitment.    
 

Courage, sacrifice and commitment, dare we accept the challenge? 
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, CHEW 
STOKE April 2020  

 

 
 Sadly, we have had to close the Church  

for public worship 

during the current health emergency.    
 

In the absence of the normal service rota, we are sending you 
details of the Collects, Psalm and Readings for Holy Week and 
the Sundays in April (see overleaf)) in case you would like to look 
at them. 
 

There is a website where people can register (free) to attend  
services;  Sandy will be leading a contemplative service at 
10.30am on Sunday mornings for the foreseeable future: 
https://meditationchapel.org/ .  Look out also for other on-line 
or televised services, some local and others from the national 
Church. There are wonderful worship resources on the Church of 
England website for both Sunday and day by day wor-
ship: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join
-us-service-daily-prayer 
 

If you, or anyone you know, need pastoral support during the 
current health crisis, please contact Rev. Sandy Munday  or Rev. 
Sandra Lovern.   
Alternatively leave a message with the churchwardens or the 
Lakeside Office Administrator, Alison Hill - contact  details for all 
on page 10. 
There are also links to other worship resources on the C of E site, 
and to churches that will be streaming Sunday services - these 
appear on the Coronavirus  page: https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-churches 

https://meditationchapel.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
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APRIL  Collect for the Day Readings & Psalm 

5th Palm  
Sunday 

True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and 
love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. Amen. 

Philemon 2. 5-11 
Isaiah 50. 4-9a 
Matthew 26. 14-27.end 
  
Psalm 31 v 9-16 

 HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

9th Maundy 
Thursday 

God our Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ was obedient 
to the end 
and drank the cup prepared for him: 
may we who share his table 
watch with him through the night of 
suffering 
and be faithful. Amen. 

Exodus 12. 1-4, 11-14 
1 Corinthians11. 23-26 
John13. 1-17, 31b-35, 
  
Psalm116. 1, 10-end 

10th Good  
Friday 

Eternal God, 
in the cross of Jesus 
we see the cost of our sin 
and the depth of your love: 
in humble hope and fear 
may we place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   

Isaiah 52. 13-53 
Hebrews 10. 16-25 
John 18. 1-19 end, 
  
Psalm 22. 

12th Easter Day God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death 
and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned. 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Acts 10. 34-43 
Colossians 3. 1-4 
John 20. 1-18 
 
Psalm 118.  1-2, 14-24 

19th Low  
Sunday:   
2nd Sunday 
of  
Easter 

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no en-
trance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice 
and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Acts 2. 14a, 22-32 
1 Peter 1. 3-9 
John 20. 19-end 
 
Psalm 16 
 

26th Third  
unday  
of Easter 

Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with bold-
ness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen 
life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  

Acts 2.14a, 36-41 
1 Peter 1. 17-23 
Luke 24. 13-35 
 
Psalm 116 1-3 and 10-
end 
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Health and Well-Being to help you  
get through current times 

 
The phrase “health and well-being” has become a familiar one within our society 
over the past few years. Little did we know that the year 2020 would present with 
something that every single one of us would be so affected by and never has our 
health and well-being felt so important.                                                                                 
There is a vast amount of information out there at the moment to help us with 
this, ranging from exercises you can do from within your own home, to taking up a 
new hobby to keep occupied during this time. Here’s a summary of what to think 
about and put in place so that you can give yourself a routine to try to help you and 
your families through the next few weeks and months. 
 

Exercise: For anyone who is having to self-isolate due to their age, underlying 
health conditions or because you are currently pregnant, your usual form of  
exercise may not be possible (ie attending a gym, going swimming). However, the 
current advice (at time of writing- please note that this advice may be different 
by the time you read this) is that as long as you avoid the public and stay at least 2 
metres away from people, you can still go for a walk, run or bike ride. If you ’re 
used to walking to the shops each day to keep active you can still do this as long as 
you choose a quieter time; find out what time your local supermarket is offering 
opening times to people self-isolating. Again, avoid people and keep at least 2  
metres away. 
If you are experiencing ‘flu like symptoms and have been advised to stay at home 
to recover, avoid strenuous exercise for at least 2 weeks and until you feel  
completely recovered (which may take several weeks). 
If you have been identified as someone who needs shielding due to particular  
vulnerability (the NHS will have contacted you directly about this in the last week) 
and need to completely self-isolate, or you have decided yourself that you want to 
completely self- isolate (perhaps if you have significant underlying health condi-
tions and are feeling particularly vulnerable) then it is important that you find a 
way of exercising to the level that you would normally and getting fresh air. Find 
an exercise routine that you enjoy, even if it’s just from a sitting position (lots are 
being advertised on television, in the papers and on line). If you have a private  
garden or outside space, try to get outside at least once a day. If not, open the 
window for a short time and get some fresh air at least once a day. 
For those who do have a private outside space, gardening will be perfect exercise 
and therapy. If you don’t usually do a lot with your garden, here’s the opportunity 
to spend time getting to know it better and start off some small projects. Start 
off with small areas that you can tidy easily and do a bit each day. Use pots and 
window boxes to plant seeds and spring bedding plants such as pansies and petunias 
will brighten both you and your garden. Set up a simple bird feeder and choose 
bird feed appropriate for this time of year, when birds are nesting. 
 

Yoga and pilates help both body and mind. If you usually attend a yoga class, see if 
your teacher is offering on line support so you can continue. Otherwise, there are 
routines available on line, on DVD or plenty of books available. 
 

Sleep: Try not to get over-tired. Again, this is the time to improve your sleep  
pattern by encouraging rest and relaxation in the evening, no screen use after 8pm 
at night and try reading or listening to music instead. Television is fine after 8pm 
as the light from it doesn’t stimulate your brain as much as a computer type screen 
does. However, avoid unsettling films or dramas and you may wish to avoid listening 
to the news in the evenings! 
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Nutrition: Even if you don’t usually, try to start having 3 healthy meals a day; it’ll 
break up your day and you can spend more time preparing your meals. It’s a good 
opportunity to get out the cook books and find some new recipes and ideas. You’ll 
be amazed with how creative you can be even if you have limited ingredients to 
cook with. This difficult time will make us more respectful of food availability and 
hopefully, as people will generally have more time, we can avoid food waste. Make 
this a focus for your family.  Follow the usual advice on getting enough fresh fruit 
and vegetables which will help boost your vitamins and therefore your immunity. 
Try to have a couple of portions of oily fish a week, such as salmon or sardines, 
also good for your immune system.                                                                                                                     
Keep well hydrated, ideally with water. Try swapping some of your usual caffeinat-
ed drinks for non- caffeine alternatives such as red bush or peppermint tea and 
decaffeinated coffee. 
 
Music: Which ever genre of music you usually enjoy, set up an easy way of being 
able to listen to it regularly and use it to help exercise or activity. Use this time as 
an opportunity to explore other types of music. The radio has some fantastic 
broadcasting whether music shows or other entertainment to enjoy. 
 
Hobbies: Hobbies allow us to switch off and relax, reducing our feelings of stress. 
This is the time to start or continue the hobby you’ve always meant to, whether it 
be learning to play an instrument, writing poetry or stories or art and craft pro-
jects. Finding a DIY project you could do easily at home will give you something to 
focus on over the coming months. 
 
Keep in touch!  It is not going to be an easy time for anyone and it is so important 
that we all try to look out for each other, particularly those who will be more iso-
lated because of this. If you’re younger and healthy, look out for neighbourhood 
schemes that you can join to help your community. Use technology to help you stay 
in regular contact with elderly relatives and be creative with ways that you can 
brighten their day. (see the Gadget Busters ad. on page 22 if you find this chal-
lenging Ed.) 
 
Dr Ruth Donlevy, resident of Chew Stoke and GP in Wells. 

Gadget Busters—on Line sessions                                                            
during the Coronavirus pandemic   

Organised by Chew Valley Gadget Busters      
On-line 1.30 - 3.30  Friday 3rd April, Friday 17th April                                                                                                       

Do you want to communicate visually with your friends and  family 
during self-isolation, but don't know how? Worried about how to 

order supermarket deliveries on-line?   
Do you have difficulty using your laptop, iPad, tablet,  

phone or digital camera?   
Email cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com, who are here to help.   

E-mail your query and your phone number by midday on Friday 3rd April 
or Friday 17th April and one of our friendly volunteers will get back to you 
during the 2 hour on-line sessions.   Even if you have no specific query, 
send us your email address and we will keep you up to date with what 

extra support we are offering during this period. 

mailto:cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com
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St Andrew’s Parish Register 
 
 Interment of Ashes 
 13th March Isabel Marion Knight 
 

 Funeral & Burial Services 
 17th March Stanley Carter 
 

 30th March(provisional) Martin Read   
 

 May they rest in peace 

 
A world ago but let’s remember 

World Book Day at Chew Stoke Church School 
Thursday 5th March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Great fun was had by all, when pupils (and teachers!!) were     
allowed to dress up as their favourite book character, for the  
recent World Book Day event at Chew Stoke Church School. This 
year pupils spent the day learning not only about their favourite 
book but focused on their favourite illustrators, producing some 
fine illustrations themselves in the process! 

Pictured above – winners of the book characters fancy dress  
competition from each class – with their book token prizes. 
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    Chew Stoke Parish Council News                                                                                               
Councillor Resignation It is with regret we advise that Councillor Pete Wring has resigned 

from the Parish Council.  Pete has served many years with us and his knowledge of the 

local area will be greatly missed. We now have a further vacancy for a Parish Councillor – 

please see below             

There is one Vacancy on the Parish Council to be filled by co-option. To be considered for 

co-option, applicants must meet at least one of the following criteria:  

 1.  Be registered as a Local Government Elector for the Parish of Chew Stoke on the cur-

rent Electoral Register.     

2. Has during the whole of the previous 12 months occupied as tenant or owner any land 

or other premises in the Parish of Chew Stoke 

3.  Has had his/her principal or only place of work in the previous 12 months in the Parish 
of Chew Stoke. 
4.  Has resided either in the Parish of Chew Stoke or within 3 miles thereof during the pre-
vious 12 months. 
Anyone wishing to be considered for co-option should contact the Clerk to the Council, in 
writing, at the address below, or by e-mail to clerk@chewstoke.org.uk by midday on 31st 
March 2020.  Applications to be discussed at our meeting on 2nd April 2020. Mrs Catherine 
Parkman Tel 07779592328 Email: - clerk@chewstoke.org.uk 
Grit Bin A Parishioner has emailed the Parish Council with a request to install a salt/grit bin 
near Pilgrims Way / Scott Lane Junction.  The Clerk will contact Banes to discuss the possi-
bility. 
Parish Council budget and precept requirements 2020/2021 – A previous annual grant re-
ceived from BANES for our village maintenance has now been withdrawn which now 
leaves the Parish Council with a shortfall in our income.  In order to cover this shortfall , 
the Parish Precept will need to be increased. It was unanimously agreed by the Parish 
Council to raise the Precept by £4, 000 to a total of £20,000.   
Clerk to the Parish Council Vacancy 2 applicants have expressed an interest in the role 
which has been advertised in the Chew Valley Gazette.   
Village Cleaning & Landscape Maintenance Contract – Tender Applications are to be sub-

mitted 

St Andrews Church Hall – Lease proposal The Parish Council have many queries with the 

proposal and will seek further clarification from the PCC on initial proposed lease contract. 

Parish Councillor Co-Option 1 application received it was unanimously agreed after consul-

tation that Mrs Carol Casey will be invited to join the Parish Council from April 2020. 

Due to commitments there was no March meeting. Next meeting will be Thursday 2nd 
April  
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 All public Church events scheduled for April have been cancelled due to 
the health emergency.    Watch for notification of a new date for the  
Annual Parochial Church Council when restrictions are eased. 
 

Instead "A prayer for this extraordinary time" – used by Sara  
Hindle at our last service before the shut down, on 15th March: 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or paying their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for 
our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our savings 
in the tumult of the economic market 
remember those who have no savings at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
remember those who have no home. 
 
 

As fear grips our country, 
let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically 
wrap our arms around each other, 
let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace 
of God to our neighbours. 
 
 

Amen. 
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As we all know too well, all events and clubs and societies are shut 

down. Just so that you will not forget them here is a list of our regular 

contributors:  U3A, Chew Valley Choral Society, Chew Valley Local  

History Society, Chew Valley Gardening Society, Compton Martin            

Gardening Society, Chew Valley Flower Decoration Society, Chew        

Valley Wildlife Group, The Arts Society Mendip, Litton Art Club, and 

Chew Stoke Film Club. 

We will miss their meetings but here is a taste of Spring written by 

local bird watcher Andy Davis to cheer us up!: 

   Our winter has been hard work; mild temperatures yes, but the wind 
and the excessive rainfall has been difficult to endure. Spring is fast   
approaching but as we are to spend more time at home, what a great  
opportunity to connect with birds and wildlife in and around our  
gardens.  
 Nuthatches and Green Woodpeckers are already singing as I write 
and on calmer days a distant  Mistle Thrush can be heard giving its  
simple song. It won’t be long before Song Thrushes and Blackbirds are 
in full throttle along with our Robins, Wrens and Dunnocks. 
      Usually, Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps are the first summer migrants to 
arrive back here from their winter quarters. Both species have been  
doing remarkably well over the past few summers so it will be  
interesting to see if they have wintered well in the Mediterranean and 
North Africa and that their numbers hold up during the coming   
summer months. 
      Swallows and House Martins will appear in early to mid April and 
then our Swifts in early May. This latter iconic species, for many heralds 
summer and their safe return from southern Africa to their breeding 
sites is a special event for many of us. 
      Don’t forget to look skywards sometimes to spot a Buzzard, Raven 
or with some luck a Red Kite. The presence of a passing raptor is often 
given away by the calls of mobbing gulls. Many of our birds of prey are 
doing well or holding their own.  Andy Davis 
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A male Bearded Tit on a reed photographed by local  
resident Lucy Masters. See page 24  for more! 
 

Chew Stoke Church Band and West Gallery Music  

 

On Sunday 15th December last year, the music for a service was pro-
vided, not by our excellent Vowles organ, but by a small group of local 
musicians.  This unusual occasion was, we hope, the first of a number 
of such services, drawing on a long tradition in the Church of England 
of West Gallery Music - so called because very often the singers and 
players would be located in a raised gallery at the West End of the 
church. 
 

West Gallery Choirs started making an appearance before 1700, prob-
ably as music was reintroduced to services after the austerity of the 
Puritanical Commonwealth period (1649-1660).  The psalms were re-
translated into a standard metrical pattern, so that they could be 
sung to the same tune, and a choir led the congregation in the sing-
ing.   Over a period of time, in order to fix (and maintain) the pitch it 
became common practice to include one or more musical instru-
ments alongside the choir, and it was a logical development for this to 
grow into a band of musicians – a West Gallery Band. 
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Things moved quite quickly beyond just the psalm, and the musicians 
found themselves accompanying hymns as well, and then providing 
some music before and after the service, much as the organist will 
usually do today.  Once a community had a group of musicians with 
this sort of range, then they would naturally be called on to provide 
music for weddings, dances and parties, so these groups came to play 
an important role within, particularly, village communities.  Usually it 
was possible to find enough people able to play on melody instru-
ments (such as violin or flute), but quite often the churches needed to 
raise money to buy the bass instruments; then as now, these were 
much rarer. 
 

By the mid 1800s, it was easier for churches to raise the capital sums 
required to install an organ, and as a result West Gallery Bands fell out 
of use.  Chew Stoke first had an organ in 1844, although that instru-
ment was destroyed by fire in about 1860, and the current organ 
dates from 1888. 
 

So, where does the Chew Stoke Church Band fit into this?  We are lo-
cal amateur musicians, playing on whatever instruments we happen to 
play; on 15th December there were eight of us, two recorders, a violin, 
an accordion, a clarinet, an alto saxophone, a cello and a double 
bass.  We were planning our second performance on 29th March at 
Nempnett Thrubwell, but the coronavirus has put paid to that for the 
moment.  And we would welcome any new local players who would 
like to join us – young and old.  The music is almost all arranged in four 
parts, so a player has the reassurance of sitting next to someone else 
playing the same part.   
 
If you are interested in coming along and playing with us – do get in 
touch with me  Steve Hoddell (332421).  After all you are going to have 
plenty of time to practice in the next few weeks! 
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Great Crested Grebes starting the weed dance.  

A male Reed Bunting 

singing for a mate  

 

 

 

 

Photos by Lucy Masters 

taken in the last couple 

of weeks. 
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The Chew Stoke flower & gift shop.                                            

Call in and buy cut flowers, ‘ready to go’ bouquets, 

plants, gifts and much more!  

Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm                                         

Saturday 9am to 12 noon. 

Flowers to order for weddings, funerals                                      

and special occasions         

Unit 5 Fairseat Workshops,  
Stoke Hill, Chew Stoke, BS40 8XF  

www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns 

@chewflorist    T: 01275 333095 

Local delivery available.                                  

 

A Chew Valley based business that specialises in all aspects of 
Garden Design 

Garden Landscaping 
Garden Maintenance 

 
For discussions and quotes please contact: 

 Gavin English 
Mobile: 07748968527, landline 01275 380150 

  Email: gavin@yourenglishgarden.com 

www.yourenglishgarden.com                                                                                                       

We are fully qualified and insured. References are available on request. 

http://www.classicflowerdesigns.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/classicflowerdesigns
about:blank
about:blank
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Holroyds tree cutting ad 

 

 
 

Felling 

FELLING: Dangerous or damaged tree? We can help. Many tree pruning and 

removal jobs are very unsafe for the average homeowner to do himself or herself. As 

professional Certified Arborists we have the necessary skills, equipment and fully 

insured and licensed to get the job done correctly and safely. 
 

STUMP REMOVAL: Removed a tree in the past? Can't get rid of that pesky old tree 

stump? We can completely remove your old tree stumps using powerful 

machinery.  Great if you want to free up some valuable garden space or just want to 

plant something new! 

ductions 
REDUCTIONS: Healthy trees just keep on growing! When yours gets a little out of 

hand, we can reduce the height of the tree, and the outside dimensions to make it 

more manageable and let more light into your garden. We carry out our works 

to British Standards 3998, so you can be sure we won't harm your tree... just give it a 

haircut! 

own lifts 
CROWN LIFTS: Low hanging branches getting in your way? Do you need to clear 

the branches off your property? We can remove low branches safely without 

damaging the tree so you can gain access to parts of your garden. We can lift the 

crown of your tree to your requirements 

 

We cover Bristol and the surrounding area, just give us a call 

on 07764 633 003 or send an email to holroydtgs@gmail.com if 

you'd like a quote. 
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TINTINNA LTD 
 

We can help get your message across, 

whatever your audience. 
 

Writing, web content, broadcast and 

print journalism, research, analysis 

and lobbying with insight. 

 
Ian and Sandy Bell 

Summerfield, Bristol Road, Chew Stoke, BS40 8UB. 

01275 333 128 – tintinna@aol.com 

about:blank
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Nick Houlton                  

Antique Dealer 

Valuations for Insurance,                
Probate & Family Division 

Single items or complete  

estates purchased.  

House Clearance Service 

40 Years Experience 

Telephone: 01761 462075 

or 07766 752327 

houltonnick@gmail.com 

at  LOWER SCHOOL ROOM 

(next to Bank) 

CHEW MAGNA 

FRIDAYS 10 A.M.– 11A.M. 

HOME BAKED GOODS, PRESERVES,  

SMOKED SALMON, HAM & BACON, 

CRAFT & CARDS, JEWELLERY & PLANTS 

COME AND SEE US ! 

smell and taste our new percolated coffee! 

 toasted teacakes, home made sweet  

and savoury snacks to buy.   

“chew valley country market” 
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